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" Grenttemen have been too liberal in dealing out reflec- 
tions against me ; in any question where England is right, 
I tpUl support her; where she is wrang, I toill '^pp^se her inr 
justices and in advocating the just cause of America, or of 
any other power against the injustice of England, I say 1 
aM advocoUing the cause of my country, I am not the advo- 
cate of America*— I am not the advocate of France, but 
the advocate of my country, because I am the advocate ^ I 
justice J*'* Whitbread's speech upon the orders in Council- ' 
March 6, J 809. Morning Chronicle, \ 

*' J feel a sort of enthusiasm in favour of America, not 
only on account of the origin of the people, but also on 
account of the noble stand they made for their Indepen- 
dence." Lord Erskine, February 15, 1808. Debate upon 
the Orders in Council. Cobbett*s fteh, x. 473. 



Tainted bv hunter & robinson, 
..aaltimore. 
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PREFACE* 



It is an observation of professor Scbiitz, tbaf 
the objects which ^sc^ylus appears to have had 
in view when he wrote his patriotick tragedy of 
Prometheus, were to confirm the Attienians in 
the ardent love of that liberty which they sm 
enviably enjoyed, and to inspire thejn with an 
utter detestation of despotism, and a determined 
resistance to oppression. In the voluptuous nu)- 
narchy of Persia the poet saw enough to dis- 
gust him with tyranny; and the contrast exhi- 
bited between th^ miseries attendant upon such 
a form of government, and the happiness arising 
from Athenian freedom, wasa cause sufficiently 
powerful to raise to an exertion almost more than 
human the genius of the Shakespear of Greece. 
Such too is the object of the author of the 
present work. Born an^ educated in a land of 
liberty ; descended from ancestors who, in the? 
senates of their country, have with invariable 
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iv PREFAClE. 

unifarmity given their voices* in defence of its 
rights, and for the preservation of its liberties, 
he could not but feel, in common with every 
British patriot, his whole indignation roused at 
the attempt of a weak and wicked administra- 
tion to subjugate his free brethren in America, 
and thus not only to destroy one of the first 
principles of the British constitution, but to 
pave the way to the introduction of despotjck 
power at home. If enthusiasm has any where 
influenced my pen, let the reader reflect that 
it is an enthusiasm if not caused, yet aggra- 
vated by the proclaimed increase of the influ- 
ence of the crown, and the gigantick strides of 
modern corruption. Let him reflect too that it 
is directed to the best of objects, the recovery 
of the past, the preservation of the present, and 
the security of our future liberties. That my 
work will in these times escape censure and 
abuse, is neither to be unexpected, nor re- 
gretted ; for abuse is nothing more than the 
malignant efiTusion of that corruption, against 
which my pen has been uniformly, I wish I 
could add, eflicaciously employed. If some 



* See the divisions at the end of CkandkrU Debates voir 
viii. and xii. 
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PRETACE. f 

passages of the poem sfaoald seem not imme- 
diately to relate fo the period' in which they 
meet the pablick eye, let it be remembered 
that those passages were written some years 
ago amid suspensions of the Habeas Corpas 
act, amid treason and sedition t>ills,. amidst the 
imprisonments of learned and patriotick men,, 
and above all amfer a system of spies and in» 
formers, that tended, among other evils, to di- 
minish the chief source of human happines^^ 
the endearments of domestick Ufe^ 

Iir respect to the pTan and nature of tfie pocm^ 
I have but little to observe. It will probably be 
remarked, as it has been^of the Pharsalia, that 
its subject is too near my own times ; be it so ; 
the enlightened reader will perceive an en- 
deavour to remedy that defect ; and fet hin» 
remember that human life is short, and had 
the validity^ of iWs objection been allowed, the 
poem would never have been^ writtenu Some 
critick^ will perhaps object to the length of the 
episodes ; but the same objection has been made 
to the best of poets in Are best of times. If 
malice, or ignorance should suggest that the 
Americans were the enemies of my country, I 
positively deny the assertion. The AmericsH^ 
A2^ 
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war was the war of a corrupt administration ib 
direct opposition to the' voice ef the most en- 
lightened patriots of the British nation. The 
Americans^ have been justly called our chil- 
dren, and our brethren, they have boasted of 
01c| England as their home*y and the conces- . 
sions ultimately made to tbefn have manifested 
the original injustice of the war. They took 
up arms in defence of the same rights and li- 
berties, which Englishmen themselves defended 
at their glorious revolution, and similar success 
attended both. These are not the poet's senti- 
ments only, they are the sentiments of a Rock, 
ingham, a Saville, a Camden and a Chatham f. 
Tt is true that lord North, and his associates 
stamped the Americans with the name of 
rebels, but "the lerm rebel (as Mr. Fox ob- 
served in the House of Commons^ March llth^^ 
17736) was no certain mark of disgrace ; for that 
all the great assertors of liberty, the saviours, 
bf their country, the benefactors of mankind^ 
In all ages have beeq called rebels ; that they 
even owed the constitution which enabled 
them to sit in that house to a rebellion.'^ 



* Sec the note, b. ivrf er. 156. 
. + Seethe notes, b. iv. ver.75. Uo, ItS. 15S. 16*. 182, 18S. 
.>v». V. 61.96. 109. 112. 12^. 



d by Google 






PREFACE. viK 

In respect ta the language and versification, 
fewer liberties have been taken than will be 
found in IMilton, and none which are not found 
in him. Some phrases and sentiments may 
appear to have been borrowed, which have run 
from my pen without my knowing whence they 
came: others indeed I have knowinglyimitated^ 
as Virgil and Milton have done before me^ from 
the best authors of antiquity. 

The annotations are principally confined to 
historical proofs of the sentiments delivered by 
the characters introduced in the body of the 
work, and in judging of these characters, the 
upright critick will not overlook the vindica- 
tion. He will reflect too that the opinions ex- 
pressed are not always those of the poet ; it is 
sufficient for me that I have no where volunta- 
rily transgressed the bounds of historick record. 

The imagery is, for the most part, the same 
as Milton's, and as peace and liberty are to be 
ranked among the best blessings of man, they 
naturally suggest the idea of being odious to 
the enemy of man. 

I now dismiss my work with the consoling re- 
flection that I have endeavoured to inculcate 
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the best lessor© of morality and virtue : that 
my endeavours will be crowned with success, 
would be vanity to expect ; but if 1 fail^ I shall 
fail in the greatest of undertakings, where suc- 
cess is uncommon, and the attempt purdoiw 
able. 

London, 
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ARGUMENT OF THE FIRST BOOKi 



tion. Subject proposed— the restoration of Libert)^ 
f Satan, and his speech to the Infernal Angels assem- 
I Pandxmonium. Omen, and consequent indigna- 
Satan, who upbraids Moloch and other potentates 
[. Fury of Moloch, appeased by Bedzebub. Moloch 
I war. Second speech of Satan, laying open the plan 
campaign, his various deeds in America, and a por- 
P the history of the war. Mammon's speech, ex- 
ig his success among thehierlings of Britain, but 
ing his incapability of <;orrupting Lord Chatham and 
triots. Other Omens. Array of the infernal host, 
ieir departure for York-town in Virginia* Satap 
i iu his car. 
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WASHINGTON. 

OR 

LIBERTY RESTORED. 



AufiCBTY Being t who on the htiinan mind 

Halt deep iinpress'd the unnUerabie worth 

or heaTen*sprang Liberty, and didst denounce 

The curse of ignorance with all its woes 

Upon that nation which should spurn her gifts; ^ 

To thee I call, and beg thy heavenly aid 

To uphold my mortal pinions while I sing 

Freedom restorM to half the peopled earth 

By freedoai*s noblest bulwark^' Washington. 

Say the first cause of all this good to man; IQ 

What rank oppression ! what despotick laws 1 

What deep-laid plots of wicked ministers 

To strangle in its birth the immortal seed ! 

Or, if th« infernal poleutates of hell 

Line 1 4. Or, .if the infernal — That 'Providence, in its xlis- 
pensations of human affairs, /rc^ucntly admitted of the 
agency of evil spirit^, stands rccqrded in various passages 
^^ sacred history ; among others in 1 Kings xxii. 20, 
where Ahab, the son and successor of Omri, was persuaded 
to go up and fall at Ramoth-Gilead, by a lying spirit in the 
^outh of his prophets ; which spirit was permitted by the 
Lord not only to persuade him, but to prevail also, it is ne- 
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Hare been permitted to resume awhile 15 

Their power on earth to speed tby great design, ' 
Say^ for alone thou canst, which first and last. 
In war, or council, 'lent his deveiish aid. 

Long time had Satan viewed with envious eye, 
From where in Pan4^ifloniuin thron'd he sat, 20 

Columbia's mighty chief, at whose right hand 
He saw Success waving her kicid plumes. 
While Olory iiad defcended from above. 
And o'er his standarct spread her eagle wings. 
He saw, and griev'd, and thus to his compeers 25 
Pour'd the foreboding tumults of *his sou) ; 

*' Was it f«r this that we have toiPd so ion|^ 

To avert the will of Heaven, and to mix 

In all the affairs of men d.iscord and war f 

Shall a mean rebel trample nnder foot SO 

markable, indeed, that th« trelebrated duke of Manchester " 
applied this very passage to those evil counse lors whose 
rash and headstrong politics caused that fatal war which is 
the subject of the present poem ; but the enlightened reader 
needs not tp be told that, how evil soever th-e poet may be- 
lieve such counsels to have been, hts v^hole object in intro- 
ducing his machinery is purely allegorical. l^frcL'* Debates, 
J\tarch 5, 17iC, v. p. 189. Almon. 

ao. a mean rebel- As the direct tendency of superfluous 
wealth, particularly in the earlier period of life, is to ener- 
vate the human mind, pointing out only quo ducit gula, it is 
not much to be wondered at that many of the greatest cha- 
racters of the world should have arisen from humble stations, 
•* Washington's patrimonial estate was by no means consi- 
derable ; his vcruth was employed in useful industry— in the 
practice of his profession as a surveyor." And if the rea- 
der will take the pains to cfn quire into the origin of the va- 
rious adminlHrawrn (for I speak not of emperors and kings) 
of the European governments, cither at the present, or in 
former times, he will find it not unfrequently obscure and 
humble. See MarshaWs Life of IVashington, ii. p. 2, 8vq. 
Phillips, lb04. 
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Oar fruitful crops of ignorance and power ? 

Say^ shall a people's choice thos reassnme 

The reins of empire we so long baye placM 

Under the rule of proved'ministefs? 

See where Columbia's endless woods rebound - 3.b 

With hymns of victory ; see her altars bkze 

With the rich incense of a people's joy ! 

Heard ye that shout? All heaven^ and earthy and 

hell. 

Chaos, and night reverberate the sound ; . 

Twas to seraphick Liberty. E'en now, 40 

Now while we thus deliberation hold. 

The mighty foe prepares with latest band 

To perfect his great work : Columbia, 

Whence we have bop'd, as from an earthly throne. 

Preeminent to pour upon mankind 4j> 

Future oppression, civil wars and strife ; 

Colombia crown'd with freedom, plenty, peace. 

Will propoxate her blessings far and wide. 

And all our hopes be blasted with our power. 

Hell ! hear my vdice ! perhaps for this last time 50 

Do I address thee ; my prophetic mind 

Forebodes some dire misfortune to my throne, 

44. Whence we have ^opV,— If the eflbrts of the British mi- 
nistry to subjugate America bad been crowned with success, 
it is hardly possible to doubt th^ consequences that would 
have ensued : " either terms must have been granted ta 
her equivalent to independence, or else a perpetual cause of 
war ivould have remained." Other nations must have suf- 
fered by these conflicts with America, as they are now 
benefite'd by the establishment of her independence. Upon 
this subject the reader may consult the advertisement pre- 
fixed to RanMay*s History ; and the Jprendix, No. IV. 8va. 
Stockdale, 1793. B 
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Some spe«;dy dissolution. Brave compeers ! 
Now give your best advice ; and thou, whose gold 
Hath mightiest influeece o'er the hearts of men> 55 
Exert thy wonted power, or rather seek 
Some new unbroken treasure, for great need 
Have we of every snccour : fall we now. 
We are forever fallen ; we rise no more." 

Scarce had he said, when in the furthest west 60 
Seraphick splendour glided down the sky 
And over York-town halted* Vaulted hell 
Saw the dire sign, and to its central depths 
GroanM. Satan shook in all his ponderous limbs. 
And his dread tongue forgot its utterance; 65 

While silence, still as night, held the whole host 
Of hell's proud chiefs ; until again their prince. 
By shame and anger rous'd, thus loud excIaimM ; j 
*' Moloch ! why sleepost thou? Beelzebub ! 
Mammon ! and all ye potentates of hell ! ' 70 

Rouse, rouse you^r energies ! For shame, ye chiefs! | 
Is thi<i the time to sleep, when all the powers 
Of heaven and earth combine to overthrow 
Our new-estabVish'd empire, and restore 
The reign of peace and chanty to man? 75 

E'en hell itself *s_in danger: saw ye not 
The archangel Liberty with outspread wing 
Glide thro* the western sky, and take her stand 
Close by our foe, near York-town's sea lav'd walls? 
That Liberty's our death ! Then farewell, hell ! 80 
Farewell, our throne ! Annihilatioo, hail!'* 

Hq spake the archfiend : indignant Moloch rdse I 
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9&0K I. OR LIBERTY RESTOREB. 7 

And with fell fury struggling, and with word* 
Half chok'd ki utterance ibua pour'd oot his wrath ^ 
"Moloch I why skepest thou ? Did Moloch sleep 
Wheitail the embattled Seraphim engaged 
In doubtful war on either side of heayen? 
Did Moloch sleep wbea the uprooted hills> 
Torn from their base, with all their ponderous load^^ 
EncouQter'd ip mid ether> and there fixed 90 

Arch'd o'er heaven's pavement? Where was Moloc^ 

then, - 
When the dread Thunderer drove his rapid car 
O'er fallen millions, and the forked light 
HurPd us down headlong from the gates of heaven i 
And wbea-in hell's profound, where all the host 
Uy floundering, did not Moloch's dauntless spirit 
Thirst for re^engey and urge again the war? 
What words have thus escap'd thee, mighty priiic.e? 
I never prophesied of death to hell; 
I never bid annihilation haij; 100 

I tremble not because seraphick light 
Hath halted over York-town. 1( it have, 
Moloch will meet it there. Give me my arms^ 
This the first time that Moloch branded stood 
With sleepy cowardice, and this the last; * lo;^ 

For here I swear, and hell confirm the oath. 
That Moloch here shall not be seen again. 
Till he redeem his forfeited repute." 

He said, and swore a Stygian oath that shook 
l^'en Satan's haughty soul ; then seiz'd his arms, 110 
While quivering horrour sat upon his lips. 
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To them rose Beelzebub, than whom in bell < 

No spirit more fraught v^ith wisdom's choicest 

stares. 
And thus with soothing words the chiefs addressM ; 
" Whence this dire discord midst immortal spirits? 
Is.'t not enough that heaven and earth combine 116 
To undermine ourcaHise, but must ourselves 
Accelerate our downfall, and become 
The scorn and ridicule of all our foes? 
What joy in heaven to see the chiefs of hell f 20 

Divided 'gainst themselves ! Beyond this place 
We have no other hope ; 't were vanity 
To expect external aid, when he alone 
Who has the power to aid us is our foe. 
Check then this rising wrath, lest punishment 125 
. Bring with it late repentance, and that portent. 
Which not our prince alone, but all, e'en thou. 
Brave Moloch ! not unmovM have seen, o'erwhelm 
Us &II in one inextricable fate." 

To him thus Moloch temperate replied; l3o 

*' Thy wisdom, Beelzebub ! hath set my fault 
In clear and open view before my pyes. 
Moloch's ungovern'd haste shall ne'er be said 
To have endanger'd hell ; my hate to heaven. 
Full well ye all do know, is rooted deep ; 135 

My interests are io hell. Our wiser prince 
Foresees some dire misfortune to our power; 
We all, I own it, feit unwontfd pangs; 
My voice then is for war, for open war. 
And if we are to die, let's die the death 140 
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Of unextinguisb'd hate, and wbelm if ith us 
lo one eternal ruin all mankind/' 

Thos spake the chief, and the QDirersal ho$t 
In lengthened acclamationf rang the dome. 
At the fond^parent, who to distant Ind 1 45 

Had sent his only son to amass that wealth 
Which Tario«» evils teach mankind to lore. 
But which mankind too frequent at the expense 
Of health and conscience heap; him when from far 

149. Of health and conscience heap : — The adlurementa ami 
temptations which have been laid m the way of the British 
vouth upon their arrival in Bengal are so ably delineated by 
one, whose judgment will scarcely be called in question, tha't 
ido not think I can render a more acceptable 8er\'ice to those 
who are unwilling to overlook the means in the attainment of 
the end, than by presenting them with the following extract 
from the celebrated speech of Lord Clive, March 1772. 

" The passion for g^in is as strong as the passion of love. 
I win suppose that two intimate friends have lived long to- 
gether ; that one of them has married a beautiful woman ; 
that the friend still continues to live in the hoube ; and that 
ihe beautiful wonian, forgetting her dutv to her husband, at- 
tempts to •educe the friend; who, thougli in the vigour of bi«* 
vouth, may, from a high principle of honour, at first resist 
the temptation, and even rebuke the lady. But if he still 
continues to live under the same roof, andjshe still continues 
to throw out her allurements, he must be seduced at last, or 
fly. Now the banyan is the fair lady to the Company's ser- 
vant. He lays his bags of silver before him to-day, gold 
to-fnoTTOw ; jewels the next day; and if these fail, he then 
tempts him in the way of his profession, which is trade- He 
^sures him that goods may be had cheap, and sold to great 
advantage up the country In this manner is the attack car- 
ried cm^ and the Company's servant has no resource, for he 
cani^ot fly. In short, flesh and blood cannot bear it Let us 
for a moment consider the nature of the education of a young 
man who goes to India- The advantages arising from the " 
Company's service-are now very generally known ; and the 
great object of every man is to get his son appointed a writer 
to Bengal : which is usually "Sit the age of sixteen- Hif^ pa- 
rents and relations represent to him how certain he is of niak- 
ing a fortune; that Mv lord such a one a^M Mv lord sn'.li p 
B 2 
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The happy parent sees, whom even hope 150 

Had given up for lost, and ill report 
Of foundered merchantmen, the ecstatick flood 
Pours from his aged eyes with nature's juy | 
So joy'd the archfiend, wh<en Moloch's haughty soul 
Re lurn'd tx) its allegiance; (weUheknew 155 

His favourite's sovereign worth, next to himself 
He was regarded as the eye of hell ;] 
And thus with gladden'd countenance rose, and said; 
" Thrones, Princes, Powers ! since thus ye have 
decreed 

one acquired so much money in such a time : and Mr. such a 
one and Mr- such a one so much in suth a tiine. Thus are 
their principles corrupted at their very setting but ; and as 
they, generally go a good many together, they inflame one 
another's expectations to such a decree, in the course of the 
voyage, that they fix upon a period for their -return before 
their arrival. 

*' Let us now take a view of one of these Vriters arrived 
in Bengal, and not worth a groat. As soon as he lands, a 
banyan,worth perhaps one liundred thousand pounds, desires 
he may have the honour of serving this young gentleman at 
four shillings and six pence per month. The Company has 
provided chambers fox him, but they are not good enough.; 
the banyan finds better. The young man takes awAlk about 
the town ; he observes that other writer's, arrived enlya year 
before him, live in splendid apartments or have houses of 
their own, ride upon fine praaicing Arabian horses, and in 
palanquins and chattes ; tlvat they keep seraglios, make en- 
tertainments, and treat with chaiiipaigne and claret. When 
he returns, he tells the banyan what he has observed. The 
l^anyan assures him he may soon arrive at the same good for- 
tune; he turnishes him with money;, he is theniit hismercv. 
The advantages of the banyan advance with the rank of his 
master, who m acquiring one fortune generallyspends three. 
But this is not the worst of it : he is in a state of dependance 
under the banyan, who commits such acts of violence and 
oppression as his interest prompts him to, under the pre- 
tended sanction and authority of the Companv's scrvJttit," 
DebreWji Debate^y'i. 219-220. 
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To wage in bold defiance open war, 1^ 

Koow that yofir prince approves the great design ; • 

'lis this afone can save os, for 'lis writ 

Within the book of fate, that be who long 

Hath reign'd trimphant o'er the minds of men 

Shall reign no more.: 'tis on Columbia's plains 165 

The victor shall be vanquish'd : hence it comes 

That the chief powers of heaven do n6w unite 

To aid Columbia's cause and Washington : 

And hell too must unite ; no petty feuds 

Mast now disgrace onr cause ; concord alone 170 

Enabled us the eternal to oppose, 

Aad uproar heaven ; 'tis this alone can save 

Our power on earth ; for 'tis to this we owe . 

Empire, dominion, principality : 

Let hell then but unite, and hell succeed. 17*5 

^Vhat though from heaven the Omnipotent suspend 

His golden chain, and ail the planets hang 

Revolving round their centre, .and there pois'd 

Seem to endure eternal ; yet the force 

Of hell has ne'er been tried but with success 180 

On earth, and mhy not now? Put forth your 

strength. 
Ye mighty chieftains ! arm without delay ; 
Arrest these traitorous, these rebellious sons 
Amid their mad career ; Virginia, 
Where fate hath now enclosed them, be their gravel 
Bdt above all direct your choicest darts 1 86 

Against their chiefs^ the warriours Lee, and Wayne> 
Schuyler^ and Putnam, prudent Sullivan, 



tized by Google 



it WASHINGTON, BOOK t 

The thunderbolt La Fayette, mig^y Oreeoe> 

The too successful Gates, with Pomcroy, 190 

Ward> Mifflin, Morgan, and Pulaski's might, , 

Moultrie, St. Clair, the other Washington, 

Lincoln, and D'Estang, valiant Rochambeau^ 

Sumpter, with Marion, and Cadwa|lader, 

And maHy warfiours more. Nor yet forget ' 195 

Their various statesmen^ whose prudential care 

Supplies the warriours' wants : here above all 

Mark that sage Nestor, Franklin,i whose deep mind 

'With more than Arggs* vigilance pursues 

Our intricatest movements ; he alone 20O 

Is in himself a host, a Washington. 

Fondly I hoped in British Wedderbume 

192. the other rfa*^tw^«o»,— Lierftenant colond Wash- 
itigton. 

195. Andmany warriours more.— -Some few are mentioned 
hereafter butit would be endless to record the Butlers, Pinck- 
neys, Knoxes, Spencers, Heaths, Thtimases, StirHngs, 
Mbore»,Thompsons, Campbells, Crregory3,Trumbulls,Clin- 
tons, Maxwells, r.nd the long list of worthies who defended 
the liberties of their country* and t^c rights of mankind. 

198. sage Nestor, Franklin, — Lord Chatham's opinion of 
thU great statesman and philosopher was, that he vtras " one 
whom all Europe held in high estimation for his knowledge 
and wisdom, and ranked with her Boyles and her Newtons; 
who was an honor not oi^ly to the English nattion, but to 
human nature.** See Ramsay, i. p. 153, and ii. p. 61; and 
compare Dr. Franklin's Answer to the Queries of Mr. Stra- 
^an, published in his works. 

202. tVedderbume — In the celebrated examination of Dr. 
Franklin before the privy-council, Jan. 1774, Mr. Wedder- 
bume, who was then solicitor-general^ and council for the 
defendants, ** delivered one of the most extraordinary invec- 
tives (abounding in the nH)st odious personalities against Dr. 
Franklin) that was on any occasion perhaps ever heard in 
the c6uncil chamber,"-** and stands upon record as the gross- 
est insult ever offered to a great and venerable character, the 
mosi distinguished ornament of his age and country.** Among 



d by Google 



9«6k I. OR LIBERTY RESTORED. 13 

f 

To (iod thU sage's equal, bat in vain $ 

For Fraoklia wb«n to Wedderborne compar'd 

Is to a twinkJiftg star the falKorb'd mooD. 205 

Mack too fioaucier Morris, wfio dotb see/n 

To have found ihe talismaD of making gold. 

I^or let from year harpy ian fangs escape 

other efiiisions of thie implacable eaetnvof America, he scru- 
pled not to say of Dr. Franklin '* l^ie has forfeited all the 

respect of societies and of men* Into what companies will 
be hereatter go with an unembarrassed face, or the honest 
intrepidity oi virtue ? Alen will watch him with a jealous 
eye, they will hide their papers from him, and lockup their 
escritoires, lie will henceforth esteem it a iibei to be called a 
snan of letters ; homo trium hterurum.** The dignified bupe- 
riority of the American philosopher never manife*ted itself 
more clearly than by the following remark ; " that though 
the invectives oi' the solicitur-general made no impression 
upon him, he was indeed sorry to see the lords of the coun- 
cil, who constituted the dernier court m colonial attairs, so 
rudely and indecently manifesting the pleasure they received 
from it." See Behhain's Hint, oj O. HI. vol. ii, p. 35, 36, 
114; Frankit'n's Horks, Ace of Gov. Nutchuuon's IseU^-s; 
Samsaif, I 92-2>. "... 

20i>. I'inancier Morris, — There are few, very few indivi* 
duals to whom America was more indebted for her preserva- 
tion than to this eminent and enlightened patriot. At a time 
wiien the derangement ot the American ^nances appeared 
*irren)edtable, when credit and cor.hdence were annihilated, 
and nothing was heard but the distresses of the army and 
the clamours of the people, this able politician and hnancier 
nobly stepped forward, and by ** bringing his private ctedit 
in aid of the public resources ; by pK-dging himself person- 
ally and extensively for articles of the mort absolute neces- 
sity, which could not be otherwise obtained,'* restored or- 
der and alleviated misery. In general .Greene's army he 
employed an agent whose powers were unknown to that 
officer ; ** and when; ver it appeared impQssible for the gene- 
ral to extricate himself from his embarrassments, this agent 
was instructed to furnish him with a dratt on the financier 
for such a sUm as would retrieve the urgency of the moment. 
Thus was Greene frequently rescued trom impending ruin 
bv aid which appeared providential, and for which he could 
xiiH account." Lff'e of Ffl vol. iv. p. 514. 618. 626-7. 
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The prudent Laurens^ (who hath woo the heart 

or sage De Castries,) nor Ifaat JeSerspo^ 210 

la whom I see a niore than coimaon foe ; 

Nor Eutlege, Hancock, Dt-am^ nor DickeoiOD* 

Randolph, nor iieiiry. Jay nor Livingston, 

Adams nor Reed ; and numbers more too long 

For me to nieation. JL'eu tlieir women, roused ^15 

209. Laurens, {ioh0 hatk wan the heart, ^e, — Lieutenant- 
colonel John Lfturens ( the eldest son ot the celebrated Henry- 
LfttirenSy who was confined in the Tower of London) had 
been appointed by Congress, an. 1780, as their speeial minis- 
ter to the court of Versailles^ where *< his superior talents 
as a statesman and negoctator," added to his ** engaging 
nianners and insinu&ting address, procnred him the most 
( avoiipable reception . He won the hearts of those who were 
at the hehn of public affairs,*' and particularly of the mar- 
quis de Castries, who directed the marine of France. See 
Mamsay, ii. 26^3*. 279. 

21i. 214. Httfteoek, Adami. — In the proclamation issued 
by general Gat^e, an. 1775, oifering pardon to all thosewho 
should lay down their arms, Samuel Adams and John Han- 
cock were alone excepted from the benefit ©fit; their offences 
being declared *< to be of too flagitious a nature W admit 
4»f any other consideration than that of condign punishment. 
— No other notice was taken by tb^ Cengress of this pro- 
clamation, than to choose Mr.' Hancock president of that 
assembly;" Belshum, ii. 143; Life of W. ii. 288; Xanuay, 
i. 200-1. 

214. amd numbers more-— iSuch as the Madisons, Draytons, 
Ilfonroes, €&c. &c. 

215. E*en their women, rous'd, &c. — Women are patriots by 
nature, the American women have excelled their nature. 
" With ready acquiescence, with a firmness always cheerful, 
and a constancy never lamenting the sacrifices which were 
made, they not only yielded up ail the elegancies, delicacies, 
and even conveniences, to be furnished by wei^th and com- 
merce, but, consenting to share the produce of their own la- 
bour, they g^jre up without regret a considerable portipn of 
the covering designed for their own famalies, to supply the 
wants of a distressed soldiery ; and heroieallv suppressed the 
involuntary sigh, which the. departure of their brotiiers, their 
sons and their husbands for the camp rended from thwbo- 
somi." 
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By Motte's example, and by Caldwell's wees. 
Have stripped themteWesD)' -every ornament 
To serve their country. Sttcb then be yoar ain. 
Your deadly aim! But since their cbi^^ftain's life. 
In whom are centred all their hopes and fears, 220 

The eloqnenl language at Mr. Burke has not failed to do 
them justice. ** He apostrophized with a degree of enUui- 
siasm upon the noble spirit of men, whom if they had not 
been rebels hewoaM be lavish in praising ; of women, who, 
I educed by the ruins of civil discord to the most horrible 
situation of distress and poverty, had constancy, generosity, 
and public spirit, to strip the Uankets^in a free^oig season^ 
from themselves and their infants, to send them to the camp, 
and preserve that army which they had sent out to fight for 
their liberty. And shall Britons overlook Buoh virme ^ and 
Mali they persist in oppressing it ?" &c. See Life of W.in. 
p. 298. 482; ii. 164; AlmonU Pari. Deb. Nov, 1777, viii. p. 
18 ; Ramsay, ii. 172. 

216. MoUe't examftle,--^' The British (an. 1781) had built 
their works round Mrs. Motte's dwelling-house. She with 
great cheerfulness furnished the Americans with materials 
t'er firing her own house. These being thrown bv them on 
' its roof soon kindled into flame. The firing of the house, 
which was in tha centre of the British works, compelled 
the garrison consisting of 165 men, to surrender at cUscre- 
tion." Kamsay, ii. 24-7. 

216. CaldmeiVs woes,-^** An incursion (an. 1780) was made 
into Jersey from N^- York, with 5000 men, commanded by 
lieut. gen. 'Kniphausen. They landed at Elizabeth-town, 
and proceeded to Connecticut farms. In this neighbourhood 
livea the Rer. Mr. James Caldwell, a presbyterian clergy- 
man of great activity, ability, and influence, whose succes- 
ful exertions in animating the Jersey militia to defend their 
rights had rendered him particularly obnoxious to the Bri- 
tish. When the royal forces wese on their way into the 
country, a soldier came to his house in his absence, and shot 
his wife Mrs. -Caldwell instantly dead, by levelling his piece 
directly at her through the window of the room in which she 
was sitting with her children." Such is the account given 
hy Dr. Ramsay iii. 182) of an act which *' excited universal 
indignation :" but nn the other side the British cqptended 
* * that this lady was the victim of a random shot, and even 
that the fatal ba]l had proceeded from the militia.'' The 
reader may see the nv^tter discussed in the lAfe of Washing-^ 
ton, iv. 276, 
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And justly centred, (for not acts alone. 

Nor words, bdt e'en his inmost thonghts, are all 

Daily and nightly in their cause engagM 

Under celestial guidance,) since this life 

Is thus protected by superior powers, ^25 

That be my care. What, shaH we these permit. 

Like brave Ephialtes, and the ancient Otus, 

From potent Reason sprung, to bring again 

The reign of Peace, and bind in links of iron 

Our chosen friends of war ? Forbid it, hell ! 230 

Let's rather urge the ravenous dogs of blood, 

Where«e'er dispersed throughout the peopled world. 

From ancient Scythia, and the drenched plains 

Of Italy, to that far-famed isle 

By moneyed muck worms, merchant- ministers, 235 

2£7. Ephialtes, Otus, jrc— Compare the scholiast upon 
Homer's Iliad g. 385 ; and Odyss. x- 307, &c. 

235. moneyed muckworms, — " My lords ! (said the great 
Chatham, an. 1770,) while I had the honour of serving his 
majesty, 1 never ventured to look at the treasury but at a 
distance ; it is a business I am unfit for, and to which I 
never could have submitted. The Httle I know of it has not 
served, to raise ray opinion of what is vulgarly called the 
moneyed interest. — I mean that blood-sucker, that muckworm, 
which calls itself the friend of government — that pretends to 
serve this or that administration, and may be purchased, on 
the same terms, by any administration that advances money 
to government, and takes special care of its own emolu- 
ments.'* Bebrett's Debates, v. 356. 

235. merchant-niinisters, — Perhaps the pernicious effect of 
the Junction of the merchant and the sovereign is no where 
so clearlydemonstrated as in the possessions of our merchants 
in India. There, from the humble factor they have become 
the " magnificent Dewan ;" from the habiliment of the sup- 
pliant they have proceeded through the rapid steps of ag- 
grandizement to array theinselves in the imperial purple ; 
while their whole course hasl>een marked with the confisca- 
tion of property, the deposition of rajahs, the murder of 
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Embroird in endless warfiire. MamnoQ ! biste» 
fisck to thy favoorM spot ; pottr out thy stores, > 

brahouns, and the extirpation of nations. Such has been, 
in one part of |{i^ world, the effect of this monstrous union, 
and such will ever be the effect of a government which can 
regulate its conduct by such an odious maxim of policy a.H 
that «* where there it treamre there U treason ** But th6 more 
enlightened part of the British nation abhor such policy : 
they have endeavoured to bring it to a condi^ punishment, 
and thus avert the judgment of an offended Deity- They 
have failed of success, and the jprpphecy of Isaiali must he 
fiilfiUed. See BeUhanCs G. III. vol. iii. p. 73—9. lul. US. 
note. 152—164. J85 ; and vol. i. 220. 

23^. in endless warfare. — If we compare the number of 
years in which this nation has been engaged in war, with 
that in which it has enjoy edthe blessings of peace, the balance 
will be found 4^ be pretty equal. Hence one statesman has 
called us ** a little choleric island ;'.' and another, upon the 
authority of Mr. Hume, has observed ** that Elngland had too 
greatapVopensity to wary and was too pertinacious in conti- 
nuing it,'* Nor must we omit the djring iiuunction of Henr}- 
IV. who advised ^xis son, ** never to let the English remain 
long in peace, which was apt to breed intestine commotions ; 
but to employ them in foreign* expeditions-^that all the restr 
less spirits might find occupation for, their inquietude." 
I had a purpose now 
To leadouti many to the Holy Land ; 
Lest rest, and lying still, might make thera look 
Too near into my state. Therefore, my Harry, 
Be it thy. course, to busy giddy minds 
With foreign quarrels. -*- 

Shakes, 2. Ben. IV. act 4. sc. 4. 
Various are the causes usually assigned for this supposed na- 
tional propensity. Some have attributed it to our foreign do- 
minions and our claim to the crown of France ; others, to con- 
tinental connections andbalance of power ; others again, to 
commercial.views and the dominion of the sea. But with all 
due submission I shall beg leave to move the previous ques^ 
tion, and enquire whether the. nation is really choleric, un- 
quiet, and prone to war. If i look around me, I see no signs 
oi such a disposition. I see a virtuous, an honest, an indus- 
trious, a benevolent, itnd a hospitable people. I see too, 
what I do not wis^ to see, an oppressed people — a people pa- 
tient, almost to a proverb, under accumulated burthens, and 
although ardent in the cause of liberty, yet snhmittin;:. 
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Thy chofcest stores; lest warn'd at last by ill 
The people's eyes be opened, and the mist 2$9 

Which North and Hillsborough have pourM around 
At length disperse: then will they soon grow wise. 
Listen to Chatham^ Conway, Shelburne's voice. 
The Athenian Fox, and Burke, and Rockingham, 
And hail return of peace: but that be thine, 

Mammon ! to prevent. But I do wrong 2\!> 
To give thee this advice; a^single word 

In sounding periods echoes to the wise. 
Nor has your prince been sparing of his toil ; 

1 from the first have watched Columbia's son. 
And mark'd him for my prey; thrice have I sped 

through the delusions of sophistry, to the daily infringement 
of their rights and privileges. In suck a people, removed as 
they arc from the tumults of the continent, where shall be 
found either time, inclination, or opportunity (or war ? They 
aspire to no arbitrary power ; they seek no connections but 
those •f mutual benefit ; they have provided by their laws 
against the bad effects of foreign dominions ; they perceive 
that their rulers themselves have mistaken the balance of 
power ; and they know and feel that agriculture, commerce, 
and mapufactwres are the pursuits of peace. That ministers 
and rulers should endeavour to excite a propensity to war, 
tor various other reasons than the finding ot occupation for 
restless spirits, is a truth that needs no demonstration ; but 
it must be credulity itself that will give credit to the affir- 
mation that such a propensity is natural to 9, people, whom 
the ocean separates from the continent, who ooast of their 
lice constitution, and who profess to be the worshippers of 
the prince of peace. Almori^s Pari. Deb, vi. p. 23 ; Belaham's 
G. III. V. 29S-6. Encyc. Britan. art. England^ p. 635. See 
Blackstone, Introd. sect. 4, p. Ill, and compare MiUs^s 
LeUer to the Prince of Wales, p. 102-3. 

240'. North and HUhborough-^Thc former was first lord 
of the treasury and chancellor of the exchequer during the 
American war ; and the latter, for part of the time, secre* 
tarv of state. 
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My choicest darts against the hero's life^ 25 1 

And unsuccessful thrice have I been foil'J^ 

For some tiiperiour seraph guards the chief. 

What elSe but this had sav'd his ileetiog breath 

From those assassins, who by my commai^d 2^^^ 

Way-laid the undaunted hero as he passed 

Ob that fam'd mission to the Ohio forks ? 

What else but this^when midst frost, rains, and snows. 

The diiving ice jammM up his feebie rafr^ 

And plunged him in the deep ? What else but this« 

^7. On thatfam'dmimon — ** The exertions Tuadc by Mr. 
Washington on this occasion, the perseverance with which 
he surmounted the difiicuUies of the journey, and the judg- 
meai he displayed [though a very young man] in his con- 
dact towards the Indiana, raised him very much in the pub- 
tic opinion, as well as in that of the lieutenant-governor." 
The whole report of this arduous undertaking is given in the 
I^fe of WasKington, vol. ii. p. 5 ; but the following extract 
(p. 25) will illustrate the meaning of the text ; *' Just after 
we (Mr. Washington aud Mr. Gist) had passed a place called 
Murdering- town (where we intended to quit the path, and 
steer across the country at Shannapin*s town) we (ell in with 
t party of French Indians who had lain in wait for us. One 
of them fired at Mr. Gist or me, not fifteen steps off, but for- 
tunately missed. We took this fellow into custody, and 
kept him until about nine o'clock at night ; then let him go, 
tnd walked all the remaining part of the night without 
making any stop, that w^e might set the stavt so far as to 
be out of the reach of their pursuit the next day, since we 
were well assured that they would follow our track as soon 
as it was light." 

260. jind plunged Mm in Vie deep ? — " There was no way lor 
eetting over but on a raft, which we set about with one poor 
Rttchet, and finished inst after sun-setting. This was a whole 
day*s work ; we next got itiaunched ; then went on board 
of it and set off; but before we were half way over, we were 
jammed in the ice in such a manner that we expected every 
moment our raft to sink and ourselves to perish. I put out 
my setting-pole to try to stop the raft, that the ice might 
pass hy ;. when the rapidity of the stream threw it with so 
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When glorious firaddock feJI^ and not one chief 
Save Washington alone escapM unhurt j 262 . 

What but this guardian savM him from our power ^ 
Mot jealousy, nor envy, nor defeat, 

liiuch violence against the pole, that it jerked me out iutoten 
-cet water. But 1 ibrtunately saved myself by catching hold 
on one of the raft logs. Notwithstanding all our efforts, we 
< ould not get to either shore; bat were obliged, as we were 
near an island, to quit our raft and make to it.'* IB. p. 25-6. 

262. Save Washington alone — ** General Braddock, who 
possessed personal courage in a very eminent degree, but who 
was without experience m that species of warfiire in which 
he was engaged — exerted his utmost powers to form his 
broken troops, under an incessant and galling fire, on the 
very ground where they were first attacked. In his fruitless 
olforts to restore order, every officer on horseback, except 
Mr. Washington, was killed or wounded ; and at length the 
.^^czieral himself, after losing three horses, received a mortal 
wound, and his regulars fled in the utmost terror- and con- 
ijslon." Life of WauhiHgtOH, i. 458. 

20 1. ^ot jealoimj, nor enmji ^'c. — The Americans, the true 
and genuine olfspruig olF British pdrents, have constantly en- 
teiLained a coustitutionalandhercditary jealousy of a stand- 
iai; arm}' : nor wa.i VVashiHigton exempt from this feeling ^^he 
.tliowed its justice, though he felt acutely how much' the caiise 
of his country suffered trom it. One of its evils, and not the 
least, was the opportunity which it gave to his rivals toin- 
Julgc their own private envy undei the semblance of publick 
pdtriotisDi. Hence arose a faction, headed by general Con- 
way, whose chief design seems to have been to supplant 
Washington, and "exalt general Gates on his ruin." Had 
this plan succeeded, the subjugation of America would have 
appc^ared inevitable. In a letter to Mr. Laurens, president 
of Congress, Waahington thus expresses himself; " Why 
should i-expcct to be exempt from censure, the unfailing lot 
of an elevated station? Merit and talents, which I cannot 
pretend to rival, have ever been subject to it. My heart tells 
me it has been my unremitted aim to do the best which cir- 
camstauccs would perniit; vet I may have been very often 
iiiit) taken in my judgment of the means, and may in many 
instances deserve the imputation of error." Upon this sub- 
ject, and upon the dreadful distresses of the army, w-hich he 
says in one place '* xfiust inevitably be reduced to one or other 
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Nor rancorous malice, nor oojnstabose^ 2i5 

Not traitoroofl frr^ndsbip, nor iDteroal ibes^ 

Not misery itself in every shape. 

Famine, disease, and pestilence, and feuds. 

Can shake his soul's fix'd purpose; e'en his evils 

Serve but i9 raise bim iq the people's love^ 570 

And fof their liberties, Promeihus-like, 

HeM stand unmov'd amid the wrepk of worlds, 

of these three tifaing»-— to stanre, dissolve, or ^perse m 
order to obtain subsistence,'' see l^ nf W^ ixi, i, Sdl — 
373; ii. 302. 334. 340. &12-3 ; iv. ^53. 349. 97. 468; Xam^ 
say, ii. 232-3. 164. 186—9. 

Uporn the calumni^ he sufered ^pon ^fr acxpunts. See 
Ufe ofW: ii. 30—1. 74; Hamsajf, i. 261. 306. 

266. Ndrira«mfilfd€8,'^lu the earlier period of the rerp- 
lotion there were great nlunbers ** who vjej^ed the dissohi- 
tioii of their connection with Britain with anidous regret. 
— Afid ilt was also an unfortunate truth, that in the whole 
country l^etween Ne,w-England and the PotoU)ac, which 
was nov^ to become the great theatre of action, although 
the majority lyer^ iu favour of independence, yet there 
existed a formidable minority, who not only rcfnsed to act 
with their counirymen, but were ready to give the enemy 
every aid in their pojtrer. — f u the ueighbourhoqd of Ncn^ 
York a plot to favour the enemy on their landing, and, as 
was understood, to saze and deliver up general Washing- 
ton himself, had been formed) in whi^ governor Try on, 
through the agency of the mayor of New- York, was be^ 
iieved to be principallv concerned." See lafe ^t/FT, n. 483. 
466-7. <X55. 596; iii. 53-4. 

272. ffe'd stand unjpov^d-^'^ Among the tnany valuable 
traits in the character of general Washington j was that un- 
yielding firmness of mind, which resisted these accumulated 
circumstances of depression, and supported him* under them. 
Undismayed by the dangers which surrounded him, he did 
not,, for an instant, relax his exertions, nor omit any thing 
which could obstruct the process of the enemy, or ame- 
Horate his own conditio. H^ did not appear to despair of 
the public safety, but struggled against adverse fortune; 
with the hope of yet vanquishing t^e d-'fficulties which sur- 
rounded him ; and constantly showed himself to his harrassed 
and enfeebled army, with a serene unembarrassed couTit{>> 
C 2 
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B«t be ye not dtthearten'd ; Washington 

Escapes^ 'tis true^ the atl-sweeping net of Fate, 

Yet has the draught been copious; Schuylkiii's banks 

Bear ample witness to the attested fact. 279 

Twas there the very sinews of the war 

Had by my aid been broken, not a glimpse 

Of what mankind hold dearest^ precious gold. 

Or glittering silver, met the human eye ; 280 

Columbia's troops, without or tents, or shoes. 

Or clothes, or nightly covering, took their rest. 

If rest it could be callM, on the cold, ground. 

Or chance some spreading branch of friendly oak 

Sheltered the driving snow : but when they marchM 

Their goaded feet poiir'd forth the purple stream, 286 

And mark'd their weary way : sometimes indeed^^ 

By their great leader's foresight, they regaled. 

In huts of mud and logs ; but even here 

Mo respite could they find, for none would bring 290 

ProvisioOy or supply^ to needy men 

nance, betraying no fears within himself, and invigorating 
and inspiring with confidence the bosoms of others. To tku 
uneonguera^ firmness cf temper^ to this perfect self-possessiony 
under the most desperate circumstancss, u America^ in a great 
degree i indebted for her independence,** Life of W, \\, 600^1 ; 
iv. 283. 3U. 655.— €60. ► . . 

275, ^c, Schuylkill's banksy ^c— For the proof of th« fadU 
recorded in the subsequent lines, the reader may consult the 
following passages. For the miseries which the army en- 
dured ftrom the want <»f tents, food, stores,, aikl cloathing*, &c. 
Me Ramsay, u 22J ; ii. 1^. 22. lU. 236; L^e of W. ii. 
307. Ul, 464-5. 499; iii. 335-^340. 374r-6; 3«9— 399;i 
406u . . 

For the evik^^ forgM p.a^r, see BamsayiAi. 132 f' lifM 
" ^ W. iv. 242. 255: 259. 268—270-, 
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Who paid in forged paper, while at hand 

The gold of Britain bald out every lure. 

Hence dire disease and noxious stench had filPd ) 

The close interiour, that it scarce could hold 29 J 

The dying tenant ; while the crowded streets 

Famine and grinning death had brid^'d with dead. 

There had Columbia's freedom found its^ra?e. 

Bat that the film of darkness had overspread 

The eyes of Howe* Not long sinee. Discontent 3M 

Stalk'd through their camps; and mutinies 

Pervaded Jersey's and Sylvania's lines; 

While in the Carolinas civil war 

Fathers, and sons, and kindred, all involved 

Iq QDdistioguish'd slaughter: e*en the bpuse 903 

Of Congress stands divided 'gainst itself, 

300, DisconHnt — rmainies^ j^c. — Although the histories of 
America and the Letters of VVashingtoa abound with dcr 
scriptions of the evils occurring from short euUstmeots, yet 
I cannot forltear thinking that the final success of the war 
was, in a great measure, to be attributed to the military 
kabit thereby induced. The immediate evils were, however, 
of such magnitude^ as to require the judgment of a Wash- 
ington to allav. See Life of W, ii. 327. 333. 343—5. 526 ; 
i?. 95— ^. 451.>61 ; Rctmsay, ii. 185. 21^—2^2. 

303. in the Carolinas'-^** ITie inhabitants of the country 
felt all the miseries which are inflicted by war in its most sa- 
vage form. Being almost equally divided between the two 
contending parties, reciprocal injuries had gradually sharp- 
ened their resentments against each other, and had arme^ 
neighbour against neighbour^ until it became a war of ex- 
termination, &C." See lAfe of W. iv. 595-9. 

306. divided 'gainst itself—** About this period (177«) se- 
*.teral circumstances conspired to foment those pernicious 
divisions and factions, whifch, in time of greater danger, pa- 
triotism would most probably have silenced." See Life cf 
W, iv, p. 63, &c. 264-5. 472-3. 507-8- 
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And aoon qi»«l (^T, ffkHe ififf iil»tor|, Uiieves^ 
And moDey-jol^biers 91^ tb#ir pfunlry's Hh 
Fatlea <uh1 baik : ^'on Wa^tiinglop calto Mfc 
for aid ikn Jefier99i| t M^9 bra?9 I>e Kalb . 3la 

Hath i^et biff fi|te, ^4 gPPe tQ gr^^t the s^ade 
Of grea^ l^ontgom^ry |p Orcus' d^thp^ 

307. wiiU fpecuiiU0rs, gr^ — ^f Nothing, i» mv judgment, 
(says Washingtoi}) c^n j^ave u^ ^\j.i a fo^l rf^fonf^ation in 
our own conduct, or 'some decisive turn oi affairs in iBa- 
To^e. Thi former, alas ! to 4»ur shame be It spoken, is 
less likely to happen t|iian thf la|te^ ; as if is ijoiijr 4;o|i8ist^ 
with the views of the speculators, various tnbes of money- 
makers, and sto<^k*jp]ll3Hfirsi>f all dcnonunftimis, to continue 
the war for their own private emplu^ent^ wjithout ^onsi- 
dering that this avarice and tliifst ^r gam must plunge- 
every thing, hicIii^»& the^ws^ ly^^ in o^^ «Qiniim9 Fwiiw" 
Lifi ofW.ir. 57 ; iii. 4Q, &c. 

See Ramaay, ii. 1^, where speaking of the depreciation 
of the American p^per, ^e says that at one period i( was 99 
low as ** several hundreds for one." See ii. 135. 184. 
187-8. 224. 

310. For md on Jefferson : Wiuihington in one pf hi^ 

letters writes thus ; " Wherp arc our men of ajbtHties ? Wh^ 
do they not come finith to saye their country ? Let this 
voice my dear sir, call upon you,^ J^erson, and others." 
Life ojWAv. S8. Sec 324. 

310. the hrave De KalB — This l?ravjB German baron vas 
killed at the battle of Camden (an. 1780,) where he was 
second in command under Gates; and *' the Congress re- 
aolved thai a monument should be erected to his memory in 
Annapolis with a very honourable inscription.*' ** While 
making a vigorous charge at the h^d of a regimei^^ of in^ 
'ftmtrv, he fell under eleven wounds." See Rgmsiayl ii. 1 68 ; 
mndi^o^fr. iv. 233. 

312. €y great Montgomery This great and upright cha- 
racter, worthy of the best period of Spartan integrity, whom 
-friends and foes have equally contributed tp celebratpj whpm 
Wh Minervas have claimed their own, died at an «aiiy 
period of the war in making one of the boldest attempt)! 
^at history has ever recorded; the attempt to take Quebec 
bv esealade, and that too with an inferiour number of troops. 
His fate is singular. «* Cape Diamond, around: which he 
was to make his way, presents a precipice, the foot of which 
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Where are already sent the warrtour souls 

b washed by th» river, where •uormoiis and rug;;eJ masses 
ot ice had been piled on each other, so aui toVender the 
war ahnosl impassible. Along the scanty path leading un- 
•ler the projecting roCks of the precipice, the Americans 
pressed forward in a narrow file, till they reached the block- 
house and picquct. Montgomery, who was himscli' in the 
'Vont, assisted with his own hands to cut down or pul! up 
he picquets, ajid open a passage for his troops ; but the ex- 
tvssive roii;;hness and difliculty of the way had so lengthened 
Ills line of march, that he found it absolutely necessary to 
!u!t a few minutes, in order to collect a force with which he 
uij;ht venture to proceed. Havins; re-absembled about 200 
!JK'n, whom he encouraged alike }>\ his voice and his cx- 
anple, he advanced boldly and rapidly at their head to force 
ihe barrier. One or two persons had now ventured to re- 
Vnn to the battery, and seizing a slow match standing by 
OMc of the guns, discharged the piece, when the American 
Irjiit vv'as within iorty puces of it. This single and acci- 
-Itntal fire was a fatal o:ie. The general, apd captains 
U'Pherson and ("hcesnian, two valuable young officers near 
lr*5 person, the'nr.st of whom was his aid, together with his 

orderly Serjeant and a'privalc, were killed 9n the spot.'* 

Burke, Barre, and Fox vied with each othe^ in their eulo- 
;;iums of him ; and even lord North, who had censured this 
unq'.ialified praise bei.towxd upon a rebel, *' admitted indeed 
that he was brave, he was able, lie was humane, he was 
;;c'icrous ; but sUll he was only a brave, able, humane, and 
..-enerous rebel ;" and said " thit the verse of the tragedy of 
^'- lio nii9,ht be applied to him ; . . ». 

■•"Cui>.c on his virtues, they 've' undone his country,** 
Fox upon this ro.-;e again, and said ** the term of rebe/, 
ipplicd by the noble lord to that excellent person, was no 
■:ertain mark of disgrace, and therefore he was the less ear- 
ncsc to clear him of the imputatioh.; for that aU, the great 
assertots of liberty, the saviours of their country, the bene- 
factors of mankmd, in all agei'hacl'b'een calleil rebels; that 
they cveu owed'the constitution, which enabled them- to sit 
i:i that house^^ to a rebellion. ^ . • 

*« Richaird Sloritgomery, whose short but .splendid course 
Was thus terminated, was a native of Ireland, and had served 
with reputation in the late wai*; after its conclusion he settled 
in New- York, where he rnamed an American lady, and 
took a very strong and decided part (as ^id many of his 
oppressed countrymen) with the colonfes in tKeir contest 
with Gl*eat-Btitain." A monument was decreed him by 
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26 WASHINGTON, book i. 

Of Mercer, Warren, Ledyard, Portcrfield, 
And aged Wooster ; while their mightiest Gate», J3I5 
And Greene cease not to mourn their overthrow 
JBy Kawdoo and Cornv^allis ; Camden's plains 

Congress, with- an inscription expressive of his great and 
eminent services. Sec Ltfe ofW. ii. 40U. 410 — 13; Ramsay, 
i.. 230— 235— 240— 2— 4; Behham, ii. 155—6; Almcn's 
I^atl Dei. iii. 403-4. an. 1776. 

314. Mercer, H'arren, §^c. — •• General Mercer was a 
Scotchman by birth, but from principle anil affection had 
engaged to support the liberties ot his adopted ( ountrv, vwith 
a zeal equal to that of any of its native sons. In private lite 
he was amiable, and his character as an officer stood hinh 
in the public esteem. He was mortally wounded (in the 
battle near Pr nee ton, an. 1777,) while gallantly exerting 
himselt' to rally his broken troops.*' 3ee JUumuy, i. 323 ; 
and Life of IV. ii. 6i5. 

Of Warren, w ho was killed at Bunker's Hill, I shall have 
%9 speak hereafter 

314. Ledyard^^ln the destructive expedition of general 
Arnold against N ew-I«ondon, fort .Griswold, <* after a severe 
conflict oi iorty minutes, was canied by the assailants .—An 
of&cer of the conquering troops inquired on his entering the 
fort who commanded. Colonel Ledyard answered, * 7 did, 
but you do novo :' and presented him hia sword. The colo- 
nel was immediatelv run through the body and killed." 
Jiam^ay, ii. 274-5. See Life of Ff . iv. 533-4. 

314. Porterfield, — This gallant commander, whose bravery 
had been conspicuous in an early period of the war, at the 
assault of Quebec, where he was then only a serjeant, re- 
ceived a mortal wound at the battle of Camden. See laife 
o/Fr. ii.403; iv. 226-7. 

315. aged Wooster ;_. In the year 1777 a detachment of 2000 
British troops under major-general Tryon had succeeded in 
destroying the town and magazines at Danbury, and were 
now returning to their ships : general Wooster, then seventy 
years old, with about 300 men, came up with their rear, and 
** attacked them with great gallantry. A sharp skirmish en- 
sued, in which he was mortally wounded, and his troops com- 
pelled to give way. *» — <• Congress resolved that a monument 
should be erected to his memory as an acknowledgement of 
his merit and services." ttamJay, ii. 3; Life ofn. iii. 94. 

317. Rawdon and Comxvalll ;_ To have conquered such 
men as Gates and Greene is the highest prabe. For a 4^- 



d by Google 



BOOR I. OR LIBERTY RESTORED. 27 

Colambia's heart^feit sorrows twice attest. 
Georgia is oors; and Lincoln's frustrate hopes 
H>e struck proud Charles* town's flag» and all its 
stores 320 

Now grace the triumph of a Clinton's car. 
Irvin is taken ; SuUiyan resigns ; 
While Tarletoo^ TryoD« Grey, Knyphausen spread 

scrlpfcioa of the two victories at Camden, which raised the 
confidence of ministers almost Co presumpUoo, the reader 
may consalt Ramsay, ii. 167. 246 ; Life ofW. iv. 576. 231. 

319. Georgia is ours; and Ldncoin's frustrate hopes — Gene- 
ral Lincoln surrendered Charleston to sir Henrv Clinton on 
the 12th of May 1780. See Ramsay, ii. 155-6; Life of W, iv. 
204. For the reduction of Georgia, sec Life ofW. iv. 66-7. 

322. Irvinis taken ; — General Irvin was wounded and taken 
in a skirmish between the Pennsylvania militia and the ad- 
vanced light parties of sir William Howe, lafe of W. iii. 
331. 

322. Sullivan re«i^r»*>'— This very able commander " had so 
freely censured the civil government for having failed to com- 
ply with all his demands for military stores, that considerable 
offence was given to several members of Congress, and still 
more to the board of war. In consequence of these causes, 
when, at the close of the campaign, Sullivan complained of 
ill heaith and offered on that account to resign his commis- 
sion, the endeavours of his friends to obtain a vote request- 
ing him to continue in the service, and permitting him to 
withdraw from actual duty till his health should be restored, 
was overruled, and his rettignation was accepted. The re- 
solution permitting him to resign was, however, accompa- 
nied with one thanking him for his past services." lafe ofy 
IV. iv. 161-2. X 

323. Tarlton, Tryon, Grey, Knyphawfen-^To the n?^cs 
of these celebrated generals I might have added j^se of 
Vaughan,Mawhood, Matthews, and others ; but toptfcount all 
the miseries they inflicted upon the Americai^/^ould be to 
write another history. It is, however, but i^tice to obsen^e 
that the German mercenaries, and the /<^alists, were the 
chief agents in unnecessary cruelties- For a few of their 
devastations the reader may consult Life of TV. iv. 208. 237. 
276; iii. 97. 311. 477 notej'se* ; iv. 89; Rarmay, ii. 49-50. 
9*. Compare the Debates of the House of JLofds, Dec. 2, 
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28 WASHINGTON, BaoK;. 

Destruction, woe# and inisei;y around. 

Like the famM plaguc« of Egypt, Traveller* . 525 

And future antiquaries may inquire 

Where Falmouth, Fairfield, Norfolk; Bedford stood. 

Where too New-London ; an4, the countryman 

1777. In the speech of lord Shclbume general Vaughap is 
very roughly handled. j4lmo7i, x. 162. , i 

327. Falmouth, — A town in the. northern parts of Massa- 
chusetts, was burnt by captain Mowat, Oct. 18, 1775. . 
Eamsay, i. 225; Life ofW. ii. 319-20. 

327.. Fairfield y — ** This flourishing village was reduced to 
ashes ; and ^)anJ unarmed individuals are alleged to have 
suffered th.e most brutal treatment. The effectual services of 
the militia are attested in the apology made by general Tryon 
for the wanton destruction of private property, which mark- 
ed and disgrA.ce hi§ conduct at this place. The village was 
burnt, he says, to' resent the fire of the rebels from their 
houses, and to mask our retreat." Lnje of W. iv. 1 \7. 

327. I^orfolkt — was destroyed, Dec'. 1775, by lord Dun- 
more. The whole loss ** was estimated at 300,000 pounds 
sterling." Ramsay, i. 251 . The duke of Richmond thus ex- 
presses hi^ indignation at this deed. ** We were not only to 
rob the Americans pf their property, and make thein slaves 
to ftght our battles, but we made war on them in a manner 
which would shock the most barbarous nations, by firing 
their towns, and turning the wretched inhabitants to peiish 

-- --'-" *; and nakedness. Even still more, this bar- 

iS not only directed against our enemies, but , 
armest and most zealous friends. This he in- 
? late /conflagration of the loyal town of Tfor- 
tiia, as administration had so frequently called 
I reduced, to ashes by the wanton and unpro- 
one of .our naval commanders. Such an act. 
^consistent with every sentiment of humanity, 
to every rule of good policy." AlmoH*8 Deb. 
je the duke, of Manchester's speech, ib. 1^9, 
-For the destruction of Bedford and Fair- 
, Grey, see Life of W, iii. 561. Sir Joseph 
,_ UMit 4t this ** barbarous warfare carrying on 
ihabiunts of the North- American sea-coasts, 
hellish policy of making war upon old men, 
Iren, and other innocent and defenceless per- 
m's Deb. iii. 286. 
iondon;-^** The town of New-London, ajid the 
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SMI point unto their ashes: this last deed 

Was vengeful ^mold's; Arnold) injur'd chief, 33^ 

lodigiiant turns from mad Hebellion's lore. 

To justice^ law, and right; and bad betraj^M, 

Bat for an Andre's virtues, and the firmness 

Of three poud veterans of her western race, 

stores contained in it, were consumed by fire, an. I7S1. T« 
escape the odium which invariably attends the useless and 
wanton destruction of private property, this fire was attri- 
bated to acciderit ; but all the American accounts unite in 
-^daring it to have been intentional.'' Life of W. iv. 55^1; 

330- Amoldt injured chief — ** It is a matter of repn>ach,*' 
says Dr. Ramsay, **to the United States » that they brought 
into public view a man of Arnold's character ; bnl it is to the 
honour of human nature, that a great revolution and an eight 
years war produced but one.*' And yet this man was onct 
an ornament to his profession, and his met its were valued so 
hi^ly by his country, that he acquired the name of the Ame- 
rican Hannibal, and was presented by Congress with a hor^e 
properly cafMuisoned^ as a token of their approbation. 
Such, alas ! is the instability of man : it is principle alone, 
deeply and radically imbibed, that can secure him from the 
allurements of wealth and pleasure; and lamentable must 
be the policy of that government which can place its highest 
trusts in any other hands than those directed by virtue and 
wisdom. ' fc. — 

The hist<«T of Arnold's desertion, mth the umented fate 
of the amiable and gallant major Andre, is too well known 
to require insertion. See Ramsay, ii. 194 — 204, and p. 3, i. 
tSB; Ufe offf. iv. 327. 332, Itc. 

334. Of three proud veterans — Williams, Vanwert, Ptrtrf 
^ng, were the names of the diree militiamen who so pobly 
refused major Andre's tempting offers. The thanksof Con- 
gress were voted them, " and ^ silver medal, wfth an in- 
acripl^ion expressive of their fidelity and patri^sm, was diw 
rected to be presented to tach of tfcem. In addition to this 
flattering testimony of their worth, and as a further evidence 
of national ^atitude, 200 dollars per annum during Ufe, 
to be paid m specie, or an equivalent in current money, 
was voted to each of them." lafe of W, iv. 347-8 S-; 
Itamsau, ii. 197-». 

D 
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30 WASHINGTON, b«or i. 

Celumbia's Gibraltar to oi|r power. $35 

Arnold! brave^ indefatigable chief ! 

Whom patience* perseverance, fortitude. 

Whom elevated soul and dignity. 

Have markM for highest honours and rewards ; 

Him since his ingrate country hath contemned,. 340 

Let it be ours to greet and dignify ; 

And if our prince Abaddon envy not 

His second title to an earthly guest^ 

For not his scorpion-locusts have destroyed 

More of the human race than Arnold's wrath, 345 

Let this his condescension be enroli'd 

In our state office, and in hell's confines 

Let Arnold's title be ApoIIyon." 

Instant hell's palace rang with loud acclame. 

** Apollyon, Apollyon (*' was cried ; 350 

" Hail our new prince ! Apollyon ! All hail V^ 

When Satan thus resum'd ; '* To crown the whole^ . 

The Indian war^hoop through the distant north, / 

And south, and west resounds^ their hostile files. 

Led by a Johnston, Butler, and a Brendt, 355 

335. Columbia's Ciiro/l^ar—Westpoint, a strong and im- 
portant post built fdr the defence of the North river, was 
called the Gibraltar of America. This post Arnold had en- 

f^g«d, for a stipulated* sum of money, to betray into the 
ands of the British forces. Rarhsay^ ii. 19^ — 6.' 
342. Abaddon — " And they (the locusts with tails like 
scofrpions) had a king over tliem, which is the angel of the 
bottomless pit, jn^hose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abad- 
don, but in the Greek tongue hath His name Apollyon." 
Revelation, ix. 11. 

- 355. Johnxton, Butler, and a Brendt, — Of the horrible cru- 
elties attendant upon Indian warfare, and the impolicy of 
using them, I shall have occasion to speak hereafter, and 
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Ha?e without mercy scalp*d and tomahawk'd 

Tbe arm'd and unarm'd innocence and gutit. 

Sparing nor helpkss age, nor youtb, nor sex. 

Ye have the tptal of our princely deeds; ' 

And now Columbia witH her Washington 500 

Had fallen beneath our arm, but that her plaints 

Have reachM the pitying Louis, who, misled 

indeed the American history abounds with thevtd relation ; 
but for the avthoritv of the abovementioned names the reader 
may consult jRai»*ay,i. 228-9; ii. 26—8; 144—6. Life of'h\ 
iv. 13— 8 ; 30 note, 605-6 ^ 565 note. BcUham, ii. 370-7. Sec 
Extract of a letter from col. Butler to sir Gu? Carkon, Au^. 
15, 1777, in Almon'i Deb. vxii. 220! 287. Mr. Wilkes, in his 
speech. Not. 18, 1777, exclaims ^ ** Are the scalping-knifc 
and tomahawk necessary calamities of war ? Are they in- 
separable from it? God forbid! I have read, sir, a late pro- 
clamation of that great general and preacher Mr. Burgoyne, 
which is shocking to a civilized and generous nation)— He 
boasts that he will give stretch to the Indian forces under his 
direction, and they amount to thousands. Merciful Heaven * 
thousands of Indian savages let loose by the command of a 
British general against our brethren iu America ! Human 
nature shrinks back from such a scene. At his heels leasht 
in, like hounds, should famine, sword and Are crouch for 
employment. — What, sir, has been, and continues, the con- 
duct of the Indian savages in war ? Is it not to exercise the 
most shocking cruelties oh their enemies without distinc- 
tion of age or sex ? The conduct o.f this war goes on a par 
with its principle. Has the feeble old man, the helpless in> 
fant, the defenceless female, ever experienced the tender 
mercies of an Indian savage ? He drinks the blood of his 
enemy, and his favourite repast is on human flesh," &c.-~ 
Almonds Deb. viii. p. 10-11. 

362. thepity^ingLouht — His most Christian Majesty Louis 
XVI. conformably to the preliminaries proposed by his secre*- 
tary Mr. Gerard, entered, Feb. G, 1778, *• into treaties of 
amity, commerce, and alliance with the United States on the 
footing of the most perfect equality and reciprocity.'* The 
commissioners on the part of the Americans were Dr. Frank- 
lin, Mr. Silas Deane, and Mr. Arthur Lee ; and the count cle 
Vergennes, minister for foreign affairs, was the person who 
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By Beane and \ergenne$, seods them timeiy aid 
Of men and gold. Now Washington^A proud bope$ 
Surpass all boinds: see where the chieftain dusts S65 
His rapid march, with all his motley troops. 
Through the Virginian desertii, and those plains 
Where prescient vultures hover, and where dogs 
And ravenous wolves watch with fell eagerness 
Their destinM prey; where horrid spectres gleam, 370 
Making night oightjess^ and nought else is heard 
But shrieks, and howls, and clangs, and loud laroenti ^ 
There must we meet him with the force of hell 
Ranged inclose phalanx/ and dcejf serried file^ 
for there perchance we once may try again 375 

The strength of Michael with ihe heavenly host 
ClothM in new arms, of which they sund in need. 
Since erst witb welWevised enginery 
Them of their ancient armour We despoilM 
And be ye not dismayed; for 'tis decreed 380 

That on that fatal day some^potent chief 
Shall cease to rule : O may this conquering arm^ 
This arm my Ood, my only God in whom 
i put my trust, enforce the blest decree \ 



principally coD^hictod the conferences on the part of H. M. 
O. Majesty. See Rammy, ii. 60—8 ; compare tafe «f JV» 
ill. 434. 4*6, &c. ** l^e joy of the Americans promiced 
by this event was unbounded." See Lifr of W. iv. 20. 
' 366. motky ^roopj,— There was stich a deficiency of cloth- 
ing among the American troops, that upon their junction 
with their FVench allies they felt consideriiMe degradation. 
'* Some whole lines, officers as well as men, were shabhy, 
and a great proportion of the privates were without shirts,** 
JRamnayy ii. 193, 
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Then skall our kiogdom stand, and hell again 385 

For lengthened ages triumph o'er mankind* 

But since far other cares your prince's time • 

Must now employ to aid the public weal^ 

And, above 9M, with circumspective eye 

To watch the deep designs of MichaePi soul, 390 

'Tis fit that we should delegate our power 

To some intrepid chieftain ; and to whom 

With greater safety can we trust command 

Than to hell's favourite, thee, brave Moloch ! thee^ 

Twas thou with Mammon and with Belial join'd. 

Who first into the breasts of ministers- 39t> 

And rulers didst instil oppression rairk. 

And those despotick laws that never fafi. 

Sooner or late, to stir rebellion' up. 

And civil war, which beiug untimely rais'd 400' 

Do but augment the powers of the strojig, 

401 . Do hut auffmenf, ^c.—Upon this subject the reader will 
possibly be gratified with perusing the opinion of the cele- 
brated sir John Barnard, who, speaking of the rebellion of 
1745^ observes ; " Can any one suppose that such a calamity 
could be brought upon us, without somenegle«t or miscon- 
duct in those whose duty it was to guard against every pos- 
sible calamity ? I shalfnot say that this was a wilful neglect, 
or that any minister thereby designed to furnish the disaf- 
fected with an opportunity to rebel ; but this I will sfiy, that 
an unsuccessftil rebellion is always of great use to a minister; 
because it serves to increase and establish his power, and fur- 
nishes him with an opportunity to gratify many of his friends, 
as well as to be revenged of some of his enemies. No rebel- 
lion can therefore break out in this country, but what must 
^ord matter of suspicion against those who happen to be 
our ministers at the time. If the rebellion proceeds from 
disafifection, it is to be suspected that the minister, for his 
f>*vn prl rate ends, furnished ' them with an- opportunity to 
r<'bel ; , if from discontent, it is to be suspected Uvat the- xaI 
B 2 
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U WASHINGTON. «ook i. 

That hell admii'd'ilijr wkdtm; Md Iby Talo^r, 

Thy desperate v^Ioor is sa kncmn to M^ 

As needs ao tongue of miB« to blaxe it fprth :3 

'Tis of that yaiour now we haye great aeed ; 495 

We must not barter^ we mmt wage the war. 

Take then the in^perial standard^ for totbeer. 

We delegate comoiaad in \ki» dire strife ; * 

Qaick to Virginia^akim thy. rapid W4y " 

With kW our horrent Iegioa» ;, there a«oi» 4)0 

Ourself will meet thee« wmpt in other form» 

Darkness, or cloudy or ei$e ^nae aiHoiaJ, 

Some vulture, or perchance that sighted bird 

That looks with eyes uudasj^ed at the sun. 

Haste then, begono ; th«re is no tiro^ for worda ; 4t^ 

Take the command^ and Satan's will be done/' 

Thus spake the prince of darkness> while his eye» 
Flashed thick Gocgonic flames^ He spaki&« nov 

sat ; , 
His ponderous limbs resting on that faoi'd speai> 
Whose glittering top illumM the vaulted dome. 420 
4ad aow« obedi^at to his prtnce's. wH I> 
Azazel had unfu/l'd the mighty ensign, 
VV' hen Mammon with complacent looks uprose. 
And with persuasive words s^ddressM his prince; 
*^. With you, great leador ! will I end my speech, 4^5 
With you begin it j for on you depend 

nister,by his oppression, designedly provoked: them fo riiM; 
and as a reasonable suspipion is always good ground foe io- 
•luiry, I think it ought upon every occasion to hje the cer- 
tain consequence of a rthtllion.'' "Dedrett's Deb. ii» p. 59, 
Oc2. 2D, 1745. *^ . 



^t. 



d by Google 



moM, s. OR LIBSRTV RESTORED. » 

Ourfiriii««lh9pM$ iMltwtU, OptiMe! yai^Umom, 

For DothtAffdNNH BMBfe jFwn piMciAg ^f. 

That Mammpa hM not spac^ or toil or pato^ 

To coapaas Ihoas; gr wt enio you brnwrn deaigo^d . 4<90 

My faYOu^'d Mi^,.9od faTOor^d juatly ia. 

For the' among the wia0 aad batter part 

My inflaence iafeeble> yei the oarth 

Scarce boUaa s^aa doav aata my aoal* 

AbandaDt aoia. Taiariea; fiirhave . ^95 

My altars amoko wtftii imajEliogiMali'it iacenao. 

Before my idol ia pi!o£»ely po»f M 

Incesgaat adoratioa ; acaccooiie boiiig 

In. heaven, or earth» ov Mil,, is igrreTer'd: 

This favoured spot have I jtfat lefl> aosbefO' 440 

Had Mammoii ao^ he«o aeoi>, buita ra&ll 

His cofl^rs seven times emptied : much I fear 

T^eiF^i boU will ceaaa ihovaaaaoppiy. 

Bet thoagh I've dearly bought^ yet bave I vaeJl 

Seenjr'd wb^t I h»«o bought : What if Vre lost U9 

Some solitary few, whom Chatham's uoic« 

Aad inbrsd* patriot wovth ha?e> ere tookte, 

Recpver'd from my gra$p ; yet have I gained 

Britain's whole host oi hirelings to my fh)ct. 

Whose iniad^ my lessons hav^ so deop ifttparess^d 460 

That nothing can erase tbem. Thus Pve tanght ,: 

' Banish rhy consoiance t A>r it ia a dotfpot- 

That rules with arbitrary sway, and yields \ 

No harveat' to its owoerv B»iypat» 

AH principle; for principle rei^ires 4W 

A steady, constant, persevering toil » !* 
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la the straight line of virtue ; but the ways 

Of meD being crooked ways, it wilt not lead 

To honours, titles, dignities, or wealth. 

Forsake thy friends ; for well the courtier knows 

That friendship is, like virtue, but a name, 46 i 

A mere ideal semblance, nothing real. 

And above alt, assume the patriot's tongue 

Till you have gained your will, which when obtained 

React the despot ; for what is a people ? 465 

An ignorant mass made .to obey the laws ; 

'Tis wealth alone is wise and ought to rule.. 

And when you wish to triumph o'er men's rights. 

Tell them in sounding triplets they are free. 

Then let your preamble be full of Mords 470 

■ 466. made to obey the laws ; — See Belsham, vi. 13, where 
a noted bi^op is mentioned as declaring ; " that speculative- 
and philosophical disquisitions upon the subject of govern- 
ment, thottffh they might be^llowed, ilid more harm than 
good; but that public discussions of such topics ought to be 
prevented : and that he did not know, in fact, what the mass 
^the 'people in any ooutdry had to do ivith the laws but to obey 
t/iem. Ye Lockes I ye Sidneys ! ye Hampdens ! ye Frank- 
lins ! I think f see your noble spirits smiling at the puny effu- 
sions of upstart presumption ; I think I see your indignation 
more kindfed at the patient apathy of the hearers, than at 
the daring boldness of the deliverer of such dogmas. -But 
ibis alas ! is but one small link in that great chain of causes 
and effects, which are fast leading to the destruction of the 
British constitution. See a similar sentiment to the bishop's 
delivfeied by lord G. Germain e, Debrett^ vii. 107. 

470. Then let your preamble — That the preamble of a "bill . 
has not unfrequently been aftv^arianee with its-clauses, is a 
tomplaint of long standing in this country. Our best law- 
yers and stati^smen have too often had reason to express 
their disapprobation at such a proceeding. See the speeches 
ofDunninc, Feb. 17,^777, Mmm's 2)(b. vi. 239-— 241: 
tiord Shelbunie, Nov. 10,1775, ib. v. 68. Sir John Bar- 
aiard, March 10, 1740, Chandler's leb. xiiv 270. 
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Sweet as Hyhlman h^nej, when yoar laws/ 

Whether eaactingj or 4tcbn,iory, 

Are most sabyersive of the peopled rigkU ; 

Or otherways, amiii aonie other clauses 

Of Tarious import, foist by aileal stealth 475 

Some dabioos ckese with Jateni mischief fraught i 

And if the people sboold io turnout rise, 

(For actioD ajid reaction equal are,) 

Send them to bottle Against the friends of man : 

Teli them stich friends are nalaral enemies, 480 

Who to aaintam the blest relations 

Of peace and amity are incapable. 

And in one {>erioil to eeobrace the whole, 

Ds as yon would nol others do to you/ 

Thus have 1 Uugbi, O prince t and osy snccesi 455 

Has e'en surfsias'd my most giganlick bopes; 

474. amid seme other clafises, §;e. — This is another ] 
niufltenal dexterity of atill looker standing than the c 
diBcnhed. Tbos in the hami Tut BiH pasoed Ami 
'' a dmse was iraadoiently sHpptd in to exempt tm 
9i Wtks from paying She sixpence ia the pound, ofl 
▼il-fist maoev^ vMtk asioMBted to upwards of 
Chandler^s I>eb: ix. p. vit. MituitdTof ihe third Sessi 
Uader this head mnr be ranged the Tanous eoeroac 
in the Muiiov AetsJ See the spMch of M^. Harie; 
^, 174e-I, biamditr, sii. 141-«. Mr. Thomtofi 
speech on the Militia QiH, Nof. 17», says; '< I in 
oowefcr omit to take notice that the miiitia )a vs hx 
<poifed by 'dfs^, June TiliaiBOtts dbttses having kn 
mfy intrudod into them, which wcs« preneudy kn 
be such IS would render them entirely useless.'* L 
Beh, m, 113. Set sit W. Meredith's speech^ Jan. f^ 
JMn^U, vi. 156, and the complaimts of Mr. Grey i 
M. of Lansdowne concemim^ the stDreptatiOus dau 
i^pealed the sa]atarv Testricticms of the Banh* Beki 
36-7. 44^, 
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All Europe knows it, for it feels my power) 

E'en Asia forgets her Mahomed 

And bows the knee to Mammon. But Pwe^iVd 

In one important point ; not all my arts 4^ 

So manifold, and various, can seduce 

The haughty, soul of Chatham; he, proud peer. 

Disdains all compromise ; his eloquence *• 

Thunders ao4 lightens through the British senate^ 

And rives iheir very hearts ; not even North 495 

With all bis haughtiness and pomp of power. 

Not Hillsborough's frown, nor Grenville's potent 

tongue 
Can stop the mighty torrent : much I dread 
/rhe dire efifect ; already Rockingham^ 499 

With Shelborne, Conway, Saviile, Grafton's duke, 
Richmond, with Granby, Sawbridge, Dunning, Wray, 



• 497. Grenville*s potent tongue — Mr. Grenvillc was the cele- 
brated author of the measure of taxing America, a measure 
which the sagacity of a Walpole thought too hazardous to 
venture upon ; but &aid that " he should leave it to some 
more daring suceessor in oi&ce to make the experimenf 
See Behham, i. 112—118. 320. 

t 499. Rockingham, ^c. — These patriotic defenders of the 

-rights and liberties of their brethren in America were ably 

and warmly supported by their compatriots, Dowdeswell, 

y Wilkes, Hartley, FuUeri Luttrell, Johnstone, lords John 

and George Cavendish, &c. &c. But their efforts were 

^ ,vain, and the consequences were such as must always he 

V expected from the direction of passion and imbecillity. That 

^ome of these statesmen afterwards forgot the principles 

4ipon which thev had acted during the American troubles, 

is a truth which every honest man must deplore; but it 

, was no part of the poet's duty to omit paying the debt of 

gratitude to thoise men whose exertions contributed so 

. urgcly to the happiness of our transatlantick bretbreo. 
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Camden and fiarr^. Beck ford, Burke and Fox, 

Second the patriot's efforts ; aod to tecond. 

As when Aorora from the roseate bed 

Of her Tithoous risiDg slow dispels 505 

The vapours of the night ; but this be mine 

With these replenished coffers to forefend. 

Ask every Briton what he loves most dear. 

He'll tell you Liberty, nor would bf lend 

One momentary aid to enslave mankind, 510 

Mach less his brethren of the self same blood, 

Langoage, and manners, but that sophistry. 

Miscalled eloquence, and Gorgian lore. 

Which makes the worse appear the better cause. 

Freezes the genuine instinct of his soul t 515 

Forgetting principle, he trusts in men ; 

This is his bane ; could he but once be taoght 

To trqst men less, and principle ieve more, ' 

Not all the art3 of hell and earth combined 



509. He'll tell you libeHy, « There is (said the duke c»f 

Buckingham, Oct. 13, 1675,) a thing called liberty, which, 
whatsoever some men may think, is that the people ofJEng- 
(and. are fondest of; it is that they will nevr part with ; and is 




their birthright ; it has descended to them from their Saxon 
progenitors, and their history will tell its enemies that they 
have frequently gone very great lengths to preserve it. ** God 
send the prerogative touch not our liberty !" was the excla- 
nvation of the people in the time of Elizabeth, which gdve 
such offence to Mr. Secretary Cecil; and perhaps other 
secretaries yrould be equally offended 1 
claim — God send that corruption dcstr 
^ipn ! Cobbed Pari Hist. i. 936. See J 
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Could do bim farther harm. Britannia too, 520 

That yit^gin goidem, ffrarns my proffered aid ; 

She cast a wistfol look to western gkiea, 

' Ttt not my deed/ she cried, and sped her flight 

To where Gibrakar towers above the clowls. 

And by her Elliot ponrs destructite fire 5^5 

Upon the astomided ^. Still Mammoir^s powers 

Are not enfeebled f this Columbia kniawfls 

And knowing feels for all her enemies^ 

Owe not dieir frail existence but to me. 

But now I roust return, ny co0'ers fili'd, 590 

Yet with firm hope at timefs appointed hour 

To meet brave Moloch on the plains of death.'' 

Scarce had he ended, and his prince's eye 
Glanc'd approbatioB^ when Azasel tali 
UnfurlM hell's streaining ensigB to the sound 5i5 
Of countless clarions. But no loud aeclame. 
No universal shoot new courage rais'd. 
For o'er the fiery surge a sudden blast, 
Surcharged with sulphurous and with^iirous smoke. 
Impregnate with inflammable, ru»h'd forth 5¥) 

Whh fell impetuosity, and consumed 
Instant the imperial streamer. Satan stood 
Speechless ; and e'en with hprrour Moloch gaz'd. 
As when 9ome subteOrranean wind confin'd 
In Etna's sulphurous womb sudden expands, v^^^ 
Struggling for births and pours whole torrent^^ut 
Of liquid lava o'er the fertile plains 
Of Sicily ; nor mound> nor 4am can stop 
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Its wide destnictiTe course^ bat herds, and floc^, 

Aod farms, and woods, and plains are all de* 

stroy'd ; &5Q 

This when the wretched shepherd sees from far. 

He first with silent horrour views the waste. 

Bat soOD gives way to grief and lameatation ; 

So yiew'd the infernal host their favourite sign 

Consum'd before their eyes, fiat Moloch's soot, 

Secover'd fiom its trance, which served to inflame 

His wrath tenfold, as some famM combatant. 

Faint with contiuned toil, by partial rest 

Imbibes new vigour, and renews the war 

Amidst applauding thousands, so the fiend 560 

^Rapt in himself seis'd on the burning staff, 

Aod holding high in atT; " Revenge,'' he cries, 

" Revenge, revenge ; under this ensign die 

Or conquer/' " Die or conquer," echoed back 

From furthest hell the long- resounding host. 565 

And now the bristling legions 'gan to rise 

From off the burning marie, and in mid air 

Floated in depth immense, while from their arms 

A gleamy horrour lightened thro' the expanse. 

Nor did they long await their furious chief, 570 

Who straight in the midst commanded Azazel 

To uprear tne half-burnt standard; which dread 

sign 

When Beelzebub, who led the vanguard, saw. 

Onward he rush'd with more than whirlwind's force 

Through the iron gates of hell, and o*er the bridge 

Of Chaos rapid skimm'd the murky way 576 

E 



d by Gobble 



'-n 



4Z . tVASHINGTON, »ook-«. 

Up to 'the realm of light; him Moloch saw 

Witir joy so zealous io the cause^ and now 

Pressed on him hard« grinning a ghastly grio^ 

And hissing slaughter from his horrid jaws. 5SO 

And now^ with Bacchanalian roar, Chemos 

The obscene, and Jewdest Belial led on 

The rear, wkh all its devilish enginr^r, 

And pass'd hell's bounds; the dying clarion now 

Was scarcely heard, and Satan pensive stood ^ 535 

Pondering within his solitary breast 

The dark decrees of fate ; pensive he stood 

And gaz'd on Pandaemonium; but sense 

Heturned soon; for lo ! before his eyes 590 

The hell-wrought palace gradually sunk 

Into the fiery surge, and not « trace 

Was left behind. "Enough, enough !" he cried. 

While tears angelick pour'd adbwn his cheeky 

'* I want no other omen ; well I know -595 

My end's at hand ; but by this spea^ I swear. 

Which shall full soon be drench'^ in human blood. 

That earth shall rcie my ^U.^' He said, and tura'd 

T^vard his ethereal steeds, and glittering car. 

Whose wheels were wrought of adamant, and foll'd 

On platinaean axle, white the spokes <60t 

Of radiant urim pour'd celestial light : 

The body of some new-discover'd substance. 

Metallic, or carbonic, or lignose. 

But not yet analyz'^ by mortal hand. ^ ^05 

Into this flaming car the chieftain vaults; 

And the ethereal steeds, who know his will^ 
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And need oor goad nor spur, no sooner feel 

The awful presence of their mighty chiefs 

Than qoick a» forked Jightning with one bound 610 

Spring from hel^s conBnea to Columbians Alps. 

There Safan sat, watching with keenest eye 

The motions of his (6e, and round abont 

In circling volumes poured belles darkest cloudsr 
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Transcendent Mind 1 For by what higher Mine 

Can the confined intellect of man 

Address tfaee« or adore thee^ Great Unkoown ! 

To whom infiQite is finite^ and the obscore 

Land as thy ovrn son ; who fill'st all space« Z 

All time with thy incomprehensible. 

Blest above all the blest ! Since mortal tongue 

Without thy holy influence nought avails 

To whom compared the human tntellect 

Is bat a glow* worm to the orb of day« 10. 

And present^ pasf^ and future^ all are one ; 

Grant me thy heavenly aid* and deign to guide 

My wandering thoughts, while I describe to men 

That Tast beneficence which hath remov'd 

Tde film of darkness from the human eye, 15 

And let in light. Blest, trebly blest is he. 

Whom thou hast chosen to fulfil thy will 



I . Transcendeni Mind J — NoS; Vriv o etos, o vJnru l 
rofdfw not Ithrm to wat* FluU dc Vita Bomevi, '\u sect. 1 1 4 
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Ob earth, Dor yet onblett that toogae which dares | 

Under thy gaidance svch great acu recount. 

Of all the eTils that have scourg'd mankind, 20 

From the beginning of the world till now. 

There is not one so adverse to the will 

Of God, and upright man, as that of war. 

That mad, unnatural, fabricated ill. 

Whence, then, it may be ask'd, has this fell scourge 

So long oppressed mankind ? 'Tis ignorance,. 2di 

The rankest ignorance, at once the canse^ 

And also the efH^ct; 'tis this alone 

Which man impels his fellow-man to slay. 

And long hath delug'd all the world with blood. SO I 

That a frail mortal, whose short life to ills ' j 

l^nnnmber'd subject, should unpitying stand 

'Mid slaughtered thousands^ and recount with joy 

33. andrecount loithjoij — So JPar* Lost, xi. 691 ; Sec Reg. iii. 71- 
* To overcome m battle, and subdue 
Nations, and bring home spoils with infinite 
Man-sWghter, ^all be held the highest pitch 
Of huma^ glory, and for glory- done 
O^ triumph, to be stiPd great conq^cror«, . 
.Patrons of mankind, Gods, and sons of Gods, 
DeHrayers rightlier caU'd, and piagues oj men. 
Unfortunately these glorious destroyers j these triumpha"* 
plasrues of men, occupy thewhoUvolumeof history, whether 
ancient or modem, sacred or prophane : and yet the hypo- 
crites profess to worship that Being who requires of us to da 
justly, and to love mercy; and to venerate that Saviour, who 
endeavoured to hnng peace on earth, and goodwill totcards 
men. But a ** transcendently excellent Being roust regard 
with displeasure whatever has a t)cndency to disturb the 
moral order, happiness, and harmony of his' creation." And 
if he regards it with displeasure, he must, he will put an 
end to it. The worldis in its infancy* when it puts on the 
toga of manhood, it will throw off childish things. See- 
Belsham's Hist. G. III. vi. 34ft. 
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The horrid desoiatioa he hath caused ; 
The wives whom he hath widowed ; aad the sons S^ 
Whose fathers' biood his oiurderoas hJade hath spiit; 
And ca!l this glory ! O ny God ! My God ! 
Grant that Bw:h Glory may be far removed 
From me and mine ! Thy own ?ast thoughts and acts 
So instantaneous are, that to our eyes 40 

They seem as one» yet well thou know'st that man 
Most thro* the gates of etil f>ais to good. 
And from the effect alone can leurn the cause $ 
And dear bought is that knowledge : but the time« 
I speak prophetick^ but I speak from truth, 45 

The time wUi come> when wars at length will cease* 
Full weU I know tome barbarous confltcu yet 
f Must dtsolate our race« until that hour. 
That happy hour arrive, which then will comsi; 
Wliea the two riral nations of the earth ^0 

5^9 Whentke two rhalimUont, ^c. — ** Between our two 
eomntries, (said the French to the British monarch, an. 1792,) 
^lew^ connections ought to take place. I think I see the re- 
mains of that rivalship which has done so much mischief to 
both daily wearing away. It becomes two kings who have 
IKstingnished their reigns by a constant desire to promote^ 
the hap{Hness of thdr people, to connect themseWes by 
sach ties as will appear to be da cable in proportion as the 
two nations shall have dearer view^ of their own %nttred$, I 
consider the success of the alliance, m which I wish you to 
concur with as much seal as I do, as of the highest import- 
ance ; 1 consider it as necessary to i\kt stabiiU^ of the respec- 
tive constitutions, and the internal tranquillity of our two 
kingdoms ; and I will add, that our union ought to command 
ftaee to Europe,^* Could a prophet have delivered great- 
er truths ? In the same spirit is Written the letter of the 
First Consul to His Britannick Majesty, Dec. 25, 1799. 
•* How can two most enlightened natioiis of Europe, power- 
ful and strong beyond what their S2^ty and independeuea 
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Shall see Ihe folly of their private h^te, 

And« firmJy knit iu hand and heart, restpre 

To safiering man his liberties and laws. 

But this depends not oa their wiU alone. 

But on the will- of Hin>,^ whose heavenly light 55 

Must first illume their minds,, and furUiei: y^% 

Remove the mist of ignorance from their eyes.. 

Long had mankind, submissive to the rod 

Of their despotick rulers, patient torn 

Their most oppressive burthens, and obeyed,. 

With superstitious reverence, those law(» 

Which the caprice and arbitrary will 

Of their proud rulers framed. Nor had they yet 

Dar'd to assert their rights, they knew them not. 

And ignorance was weakness, which their lords 65 

Turn'd to their own account ; and if perchance 

require, sacrifice to ideas of vain greatness *tbe beneAtfl of 
commerce^ internal prosperity, and the happiness of families? 
Uow is it that they do not feel that pecLce U vf the Jint ne- 
cessity, (xsiDcllcuof the first glory /—France and England, by 
the abuse of their strength, may still for a long tiine, to*** 
misfortune of all nations, retard the period of their being 
exhausted. But I will venture to say it, thtfatt of ail civir 
^ed nations is attached to the termination of a War which in- 
volves the whole world." Prophecy again ! and the pro- 
phecy will be remembered when the scornful rejection is 
forgotten. Nor must I omit to record that noble sentiment 
expressed bj^ the First Consul to Mr. Fox in 1802 ; " *!*** 
the globe might be considered as inhabited by two ^catnar 
tions, the eastern and the western : and that hostilities be- 
tween any of the powers of Europe must be regarded as a 
species of civil war." Belsham, iv. 458 ; vii. 306-7 ; viii. 420. 
See the note. Id, 391 ; and see Append, E» to MUts's Letter to 
the Prince of Wales^ 

«'-- Tanton' placuit concurrere motu, 

Jupiter, 96 terna gentes in pace futuras?'' . 

^n. xii- 504. 
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0p|>r€69ioa wak^d a nrarmctr in thieir breasts^ 

Religion forward slept, and thus proclaimM^ 

"Kings are the Lord's anointed, by God's grace 

They bold their heaveiily mission, murmor not, 70 

Lest as proad Pharaoh's host, who dared of old 

To oppose the will of Heaven, ye too be plong'd 

Into a sea of woe; ye are prophane. 

Stiff necked^ ignorant, an irdn race. 

And must be rul'd ; wje are the chosen few, 15 

The golden race, by Wisdom Infinite 

Selected an J illum'd ; we then alone 

Know what is rig4it and fit; your murmurs cease, 

AbI if ye would be sav'd, obey oar will." 

LoDg pause ensued, for much the people lo^'d, ^0 

And fear'd their pastors; till at last tb«ir ills 

Increased J9, that neither fear, nor love 

6?. 6y GocTs grace, §fc — Blackstone, towards the concki- 
^on oE his excellent chapter upon the King and his Title, 
b- 1 ch. 3, observes, that " divine indefeasible hereditary 
right, when coupled with the doctiine of unlimited passive 
oocdience, is surely of all constitutions the most thoroughly 
slavish and dreadful." What then must be the feeling ofthe 
British patriot when 'he h^ars such sentiments as th« follow- 
ing delivered by an English Bishop b«fore the House of 
Lords, Jan. 30, 1793. " God to his own secret purpose directs 
the worst actions of tyrants no less than thi best of godly 
princes : man's abme, therefore qIl his delegated authority, is 
to be borne by resignation, like any other of God*s judgments. 
The opposition of l/hc individual'to the sovcreigH power is an 
opposition to God* s providential arrangemenU,^^ &c. Our an- 
cestors at the glorious revolution held a verv different doc- 
t^'ine, and acted upon very different principles— ^principles 
that have been confirm'd by our best lawyers, and indeed 
have become the maxims ofthe law itself. ** Rex debet esse 
«ub lege, quia lex facit regem." SeQ^Blackstone, b. i. ch- vii, 
Mskam, V. 45-6. 
74. an iron race — See Ari^-tot. Polk. lib. ii. p. 319. 
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Could lileace tbem« and ihas Ibey knid complato'd ; 
'' If kings by grace diyine appointed are 
To role and govern, and if ye» priests I 85 

The chosen l^w, whom Wisdom Infinite 
Guides and illumes; why do not then your words 
And actions right accord? The heavenly power 
Is merciful, and good, and not a bird 
Falteth unto the ground without his care; 90 

While ye, who, as ye say, derire your power 
From his divine appointment, merciless. 
Your people with oppressions overload. 
And tho* we fall in thousands to the earth -j:'- 

Obeying your commands, ye neither grieve 05 

Kor yet lament our fall, and if ye weep. 
Ye weep unpitying, nor yet relax 
Our grievous burthens. First by your om ac^ 
Shew your divine appointment ; be ye kind. 
Be merciful, be as your fither is ; I06 

And our obedience^ and our gratitude 
Shall prompt repay your bounty, aod your love.** 
Thus spake th« injur'd people, and the press 
.That happiest inrentof the human mind, 
Spread far and wide their plaints; and reasoninif 
me|i ^ 165 

Began to ponder deeply what was meant 
By God's anointed, and the grace divine- 
'But tinie was not yet come, apd the hearts of kings 
By this discussion were yet hardened more. 
And now the most excruciating pains, IIO 

And racks, and wheels, and tortures liorrible. 
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Sach as not aoetent bble e'er deTis'd 

For punisteoentf m liell> were yd derit'd 

By the wicked wk of naii to pwuh niftB. 

Obedience iai]ilicit was the roie, 1 1^ 

The only rale, by wbieh aoluippy matt 

Could measwe his exisleiie*» Creede oMUtb 

Were made and nnsMkle al tbe mete capriee 

Of prtesto and synods, and the few who dar'd 

To doebi their rectitode drew on tbentelTea 120 

Serere affliction. Gracious God ! How oft 

Amid their tomenie hare theae upright bmh 

hf(k*6 thy holy naoM, and cried idood ; 

'' Lord ! ReceiTe our soul ; it is for thee 

And thy troth's sake we safier; bat forgiTO 125 

These our tormentors, e|>en tbeir^eyes, O Lord ! 

That they may see thy ^ory, and become 

The viadieafeora el liby wi^s to man. 

Grant that oar soibrings may diffaae arownd 

The peopled eartb, the Kghi of troth and thee.'* 136 

The AlmiglKiy heard in part the martyrs' prayers. 

And part tfe winds dispersed. The light of truth 

Began to dawn upon the human mind, 

Bot BO fa'gbt dawa'd upon the minds of kings; 

Bat purple-finger'd Persecution 135 

Stalked round the globe with vast giganttck strides, 

Rerhead amid the cknids, her feet on earth. 

The Almighty saw that man, whom in his image 

Re had created, and who breatb'd his breath. 

Had quite forgot his heayenly origin, ^ '^ 

And all those lovely precepts, which 



d by Google 



54 WASHINGTON, moku. 

Of mercy and forgivenesi ; and instead 
Had dar'd to trespau on his Maker'a rights^ 
And take away that Kfe he could nol giTe« 
The Almighty saw, and saw it was not^ good, 145 
But called no council to deliberate. 
On what was right and firoper ; for what need 
, Of slow deliberation to that fieiii|^ 
Whose'thoughts are acts, all-perfect, and all-wiser 
And thus He spake; ''Let Freedom's sacred 
light 150 

Rise o^er the earth ;" and Freedom's light arose. 
Heaven heard the cheering sound; Earth saw tbe 

light; 
And Heaven and Earth re-echoed mutual joy. 

And first 'Helvetia's brave and hardy sons. 
By the sacred warmth invigorate, arose 155 

From their deep slumber, and retoall'd to mind 
Their noble ancestry, that brav'd so long 
The Roraao tyraAts, who would have impos'd 
The slavish yoke upon their stubborn necks; 
And thus amid the assembled states uprose 160 

The intrepid Tell ; long time bis free-born soul 
Had spurn'd ihe Austrian Albert's iron yoke .; 
Albert that tyrant who disdain'd to hear 
The people's just oomf^aints, nor would xedress 
Their violated rights, but with a rod '^ 165 

Of ironrul'd; and ^hus the hero- spake; 
''Friedde, Warrioors, Countrymen! The tinaie if 

come 
When our oppressed country loudly calls 
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With more tbao mortal voice oo all her sobs. 

To cast the yoke of slarery from thtir neck«, 170 

Or perish in the attempt* Hare ye forgot 

What time your haughty nobUs ye expelPd 

ForvioUtioD of your chartered rights? 

And when those despots cbarg'd yoo ivtth rebeilioo 

Before the Imperial Rodolph ; have ye forgot 175 

With what beBignaiit aspect that wise prince . 

Heard yoor complaints, approved all yoor acts, 

ConfirmM yoar ancientTights,. and granted new ? 

Aod will ye now bow down your suppliant necks 

Beoeath the haughty Albert's iron yoke, 180 

Who isras sanch unlike bis noble sire. 

As mid-bight darkness is the risen sun ? 

What confiscations, fines, imprisonments,^ 

What horrid tortures daily have we borne 

Wkhout redress, for if .we bot complaiii i63 

Oar miseries are doubled ! And now, as if 

To shew how far tyrannick wantonness 

Can ^port with human feelings, see where Griesler 

Oar arbitrary despot, Albert's tool. 

Hath set bis mark of slavery in Aitorf, 190 

And ordered all on pain of instant death 

To bow before it ; and those suppliant slaves 

Wbowill obey the order, let them live, 

150. his mark <?f#&y^— Griesler, the tyruinical gover- 
nor of Ury, had set his cap upon a post in the market-place 
« Aitorf, and commanded every person to pull off -his hat 
f? It on pain of death. See Salmon's Modem History, vol. 
y* P- 257 ; from whence the historical part of this, and the 
Mowing book, is chiefly derived. 
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Old Tell will spura the tyrant/' Here hit voice 

Stopt utterance, for his heart was fall; aad now 193 

The vales of Aitorf rang with Iwxd acclame^ 

And all Halvttia's sons betook to araCi& 

But Griesler's heart was harden'd^ and his eyes 

Were stricken bltad by Heaven's celestial wral|i. 

For thus it is with tyrants; they nor care« 200 

t^or feel for human misery, but proceed 

With blind infatuation/ heaping lils 

On ills raitaraie, until at last 

The limping feet of Justice overtake 

Their long r^eated iajuries, and they 2Q5 

Unwept, unpitied, unlamented die. 

And such was Griesler's fate; maddened with rage 

The insensate tyraat seiz'd the aged sire« 

Whose venerable locks, and grave aspect 

Had to commiseration movM e'en brutes, ^1^ 

And with out-wanton'd wantonness inflicts 

A punishment, that e'en malignity. 

Come hot from deepest hell, could scarce have (nm'i* 

This venerable hero had a son. 

Born in his age, his hope, and prop of life, 21^ 

In whom Helvetia saw the father's worth. 

And mark'd him for her own : him Griesler's guards. 

Eager to obey their master, instant seizM, 

And brought before the tyrant, who with smiles 

Deepfy malignant thus the sire address'd ; ^^^ 

*' And think'st thon, haughty rebel ! that a rout 

Of unarm'd rabble can 'my power defy, 

Back'^ by the strength of Austrian Albert's arm? 
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Know, base-born slave I who beit'st a name aa- 

Even Qoto^by countrymea^ that thou^ QQj 

And «uch as tho«, whom Heavea hath placed beoeath 

Oar role and gukbunce, shoald with fear and awe 

Name e'en oar oame^ much less dispute oor will. 

Bat since with inpuHU toogQe thoa dar'st to doabt ' 

The wisdom, of car act^* apd hast forgot 230 

Our beareDlyappoiotmeat, know 't is fit 

A bright example shoald be made of thee^ 

And this thy ofispring ; hear then our resolve ; 

Soon as the morning son shall gild the tops^ 

Of yon proud aaountains with its early rays, 23 ^ 

Thee and thy son my guards shall straight-conduct 

Unto the market- plaoo of Altorf, there 

On pain of instant death to him^, and thee, 

I charge ihee aim thy arrow at an apple 

Piac'd on the youngster's head^which if thou miss 210 

Thou certain diest i ,thus> shall these rebels know 

The power of him whom they have dar'd proroke*'* 

Thus spake the tyrant, and the, heart of Tell, 

Whom even dungeons, aod the k^n^st r^cks 

Had scarce. appall'd^ paternal l^ve, and fear 245 

Transpierced through; and thus with faultering 

tongue 

The veteran exoIaimM; V spare my son ! 

His youth, his innocence do loudly plead 

In his behalf; I am alone the cause ; 

Lei me then only die; I stand prepared.", 250 

But tyrants know no mercy in their wrath, 
F2 
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^t\a on the feeliogfof mtokiod they act. 
And haw they outrage these is not their care* 
Thus Griesler, when he saw the aged sire 
Shrink back with horreur firom bis damn'd decree. 
His hardened heart rejoicM ^with double joy, 256 
And grinning malice thus the despot spake ; 
'' Have I at last, then proud rebellioiis ! fetind 
The means to curb thy daring spirit ? Know 
That Griesler ne'er recalls what is pronounced; 260 
And mark, one moment shouldst thou besitate^ 
That moment dies thy son before thy face." 
He said, and straight the guards their prisoners lodged 
In a deep dungeon's sad security. 

And now the circling Hours led forth the Sun 265 
Thro' the eastern gates of beay'n ; when AltorPs 

sons, 
Whom sleep, that sooths the cares of other men. 
Had nor refresh'd nor sooth'd, for if perchance 
Some minds oppress'd with overwhelming toil 
Sunk into wakeful slumbers, phanton^s dire, 270 
And all that fancy unrestrain'd by judgement 
Could form, or feature to affrighted minds 
Rose into view, but most of all the fate 
Of their revered Tell, which, being unknown. 
Was trebly horrible, filled all with woe. 275 

But now they rose, call'd by the radiate beams 
Of the far-piercing sun. Them Melchdal saw 

277, 285, 286. Arnold Melchdal, Walter Forst, and Wer- 
ner Stouifacher were three of the principal IcadO'S of tbc 
revolution. S^e Salmon*s Alodern Hutor^ 
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Assemblingt thick as aatamn's falti»g lea? es. 
With bold inqoiry fraught, for mach their hearti 
Yearo'd for the sufferer s, in whose fete they saw 280 
Their own best rights, and privileges inTolv'd ; 
And Melchdal's heart was gladdenM at the sight : 
His labouring breast had many sleepless nights 
Been pondering o'er lielyetta's wrctehed hi ; 
Nor did his bold compeers* the intrepid Furst» 285 
And Stoufiacber, not second his designs : 
These patriots, knew that man lost half his worth 
The moment that he cea^ to be free : 
And though by fear and terrour tyrants mle^ 
And triumph o'er men's minds* (which truth in« 

deed 
The imprisoned Teli too well illustrated,) 290 

Yet tyrsuany but triumphs for a time* 
And troth* and reason will return at last« 
When these compatriots saw Helvetia's sons 
RecoverM from their trance* (for Griesler's bold* 295 
And daring deed bad overawed their minds*} 
As a fond father hastens to redeem 
An^only son* whom some proud Aigerine* 
Or base Tunisian jCorsair has enslav'd; 
So them the patriots hasteived to relume dOQ 

VYith freed om';» holy light* Alas \ how hid 
From mortal eye is dark futurity ! 
Scarce had they reach'd the assembly* and the waves 
1 popular acclamation 'gan subside; 
When on a sodden the loud trurapcl's voice, $^5 
With the shrill clarion^ and the hollow sound 
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Of the gfound-sbtking hoof, renewed their fears*. 
Aad lo ! the tyrant's dreaded form appeared' 
Looking fix'd hate ; around him throng'd his guards 
In close battalion^ and hi the midst were seen - 310 
The god-like Teteran, and his dauntless son ; 
When thtts the herald's voice aloud proclaimed ; 
'* Ye sons of Altorf ! Since ye thus have dar'd 
Dispute our sovereign will, and disobey 
Our just and wise commands; we have resolv'd 315 
To check rebellion at the fountain«head« 
And give a lesson ta futurity. 
Thus then we have ordain'd, that the elder Tell 
Placing an apple on the younger's head. 
Aim at it with his arrow ; if be miss 320 

He instant dies, and should he hesitate. 
That moment dies his son before his face, 
Mor shall himself escape. Thus shall ye learn 
The power of him whom ye have dar'd provoke/' 
' 'Twixt word, and deed, there was no space of time: 
Already had the armed slaves fulfilled 320 

The orders of their leader, and around 
The unhappy sufferers stood in firm array; 
While the astoMsb'd multitude without 
Were mute with fear ; when thus the aged sire 330 
Ppur'd out te heaven's King his pious prayer^ 
" Almighty pow'r ! who kuow'st the hearts of men 
Without «he utterance of words ! O hear 
A fkther's wishes ; spare, O spare my son ! 
And from thy holy fountain. Gracious God ! 33^ 

Pour forth a beam of mercy o'er our sins !" 
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The Almighty beard aud castoa Piety* 
The neekest serapb of the heavenly chok, 
A glance that spake ia voJumas. Quick as theiight 
The seraph havered o*«r the head of TeJl* 340 

'Unseen by others' eyes Dein-iv'd of tease. 
And speech the hero stood ; when the aogel took 
The bow aad arrow from histrembliag haiKl, 
And by celestial aim the apple fell 
Transpierced to the ground,^ Her mtsstoa doae 545 
The seraph wing'd her rapid fli^^l to beaveni 
Where joy. aagelick beam'd apon her face. 
But now the pious pair with out«strelch'd hands 
Pour'd forth ia sileot pray'r their gratitude 
To the seat of nercy ; while their oooutryasea S50 
Made all Helvetia's mountains echo back 
Repeated Hallelujahs. But the tyrant 
Fell disappointment seiaM, and black revenge 
Which would be satiate ; nor wanted be 
Occasion aeeihing to fulfil his will ; 355 

For had the unhappy sire with erring hand 
MissM his designed. aim, and slain his son, 
A second reed had pierc'd the tyrant's heart. 
This Griesler learnt,* and as some lioness 
Prowls round the sheepfold in the evening's duA, 
Press'd sore by hunger, and maternal care, . S61 
But fears to enter, for both men and dogs 
Keep there strict watch ; at length >by nature's wants 
Imperious urg'd, she overleaps the fence. 
And having gorged herself with blood, conveys S6i. 
Some mangled carcase to her distant young, 
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Pursued by dog» and men { so Grietler seia/d • 

The unhappy Tell» and Catseaach's lonely iow'r»-. 

Had a^w received the eim ; when cloudft of dost^ 

A true but silent messenger, and g4eams 97^ 

Of distant arms awaken'd all his fears* 

The» Griesler learnt to tremMe ; then he knew 

The prince who rules not in hts subjects* hearts 

Is stra< k by Heaten^ wrath, and falls despised. 

And thus fell Griesler, and that tyrant race ^ 375^ 

Who long oppressed Helvetia ; for her sons,^ 

An armed nation warm'd by Heaven's fire. 

And uf g'd by injuries, had now arisen 

A light to light Ae world, and show to aM,. 

A nation's voice is but the votce •f God. SSa- 

368. Cassenach*s imtely tpw^rs^A castle situated on the 
lake Lucerne. 



End of the second book. 
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Here stop, my Mase ! and own thy gratitude 
That thou wert not in being at that time 
When ignorance* deep whirlpools whelm'd the world^ 
And all was vice and woe ; when if perchance 
Some genius less benighted rose to li^ht, 5 

Tvras only to pour forth in barbarous rhime 
The praise of murderers and the drunkard's broils. 
*Tis from the evils of those wretched times 
That virtue eveii now deplores that man 
Mast wade to freedom thro' a sea of blood. 10 

Bat thus hath fate ordain'd ; Wisdom alone 
Can purge the mental ray to bear the light 
Of troth, and virtue, liberty, and love. 
Hail then, thou period bleM ! when heaven's decree 
Instructed man to know, and feel his rights: 15 

The light onee risen ne*er will set again. 
But in meridian glory eternal shine ^ 
Of brightest essence co-essential. 
Helvetia now had rais'd her powerful voice.. 
G 
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Echoing to the furthest west 5 and first with joy 20 

Batavig he4rd, for there a D'Alva's crimes 

As lar eclipsed Griesler% as the mind 

Of the deep-judging sage outsoars the ken 

or those parblind, and puny politicians 

Whose molish eyes see bat the point opposM. 25 

Batavia heard, and straight a host of men 

Uprose to hail the joyful sound. Them oft 

Had Philip's wanton cruelties, and rage 

Insatiate of blood, impellM to acts 

Of deep despair, which despots have miscall'd 30 

Rebellion, for they do mpst rebel 

Who break the laws of God, and trample down 

The attars of bis justice. . Man will bear. 

And God permit innumerable wrongs 

To flourish for a time, but there's a point, 35 

A sacred point, which neither God, nor man 

Will suffer to be pass'd, and him, whotlares 

To make the attempt, tho' arm'd with triple brasSi 

And deep-enci re ted round with hosts of slaves. 

The watchful wrath of Heaven soon overtakes, 4© 

And plunges head-lon^i^ down the gulf of woe. 

And such awaited Philip; nor veterans, 

Kor hireling mercenaries, nor the crime 

Of that incarnate fiend, whose hloody deeds 

35. bfd there* s a point, §•«.— See the Act <>f the United 
Colonies for separating themselves from the government of 
Great Britain, and declaring their independence. RamsaHi 
I 338, &c. 

44-. whose bloody rf^erfj— The duke d' Alva boasted thatbe- 
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Dimoa'd the blest brightness of the orb of day ; 4d 

Hoi Mot the mottster D'Aiva could supprtss 

The uplifted arm of freedom^ maii'd by wrongs. 

Bat here the patriot eye will shed a tear 

O'er Hoorn aud Egmoot's ashes. Ye, brare peers ! 

Fought for your couutry, for your country died ; 50 

Bat died not uare^eng'd, for William heard 

Your dying ruoaas, and on Eliza call'd 

Fordid, Eiii&a heard; her patriot soul 

That ne'er her people with taxation ground, 

sides what his sword iiad destroyed, he had caused 18,C60 to 
l>e executed by the lianj^man. ' daemon's Mod. Hut. ii. 13(), 

"There U a case," said Gov. Johnstone, Feb. 6, 1775, 
" directly similar, but we are too conceited to proht trom 
wch experience. Philip 11. and his seventeen piovinces are 
the counterpart of what we are acting, i'he debates in hit 
council on sending the duke of Alva into the Netherlands, 
Ue appHcable in every part. He was ad^rised b^^ two sen- 
sible men, to repair thither himself, and hear the complaints 
of his people, bei'ore he came to such rash resolves : but the 
Di^ority said as in this case that his glory was compromised, 
it was not religion only but taxing without consent of their 
states, that brought matters to the last extremity : the duke 
^Alva, it is trae, was victorious every wheie at first, but 
his cruelties were but sowing the serpents' teeth. The gues, 
the beggaiiMbf the Briel, esteemed at that time infinitely 
"W>re despicable than theNew-Englandq^en are represented, 
g*vc the first shock to the power of Spain. In comparing 
^ue probabiUty of events, can any man say that Great Britain 
^such a prospect of victory in the contest, as Spain might 
«ien have expected ? Yet we know the events and how that 
"**gl»ty empire was rent in pieces," &^. MfMn, i. 165. 

*9. Hdom and Egmont's ashes. — The counts of H. and ]&. 
'''ere put to death by D' Alva. 

51. WiUiam heard — The Prince of Orange. 

^ Uhza — Queen Elizabeth, who assisted the Flemings.^ 

^- ThcU ne'er herjoeople with iajcation ground , — ♦*That^ 
paciong queen," said lord Chesterfield, Dec. », 1740, ♦• was 
•xtremcly shy of loading her subjects with any ta^tes^ or 
Pitting the public to any expense." And how well she 
**«erved this character may be learnt from the constant 
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But rul'd trium^ohant iq her sobjecto' hearls ; 55 

Who vaoquith'd alJ her foes, detpit'd their threats, 
Aod made Spaio'8 despot tremble on his throne; 
Thee ! Great KJiza ! Thee, the tuB'erers 
Invoked not in vain : thy noble soul 
With the sacred love of liberty inspired, ^ 

Attentive heard their plaints, and thus amidst 
Assembled Britons spake their patriot queen ; 
" Friends, subjects, countrymen ! 'Tis now the tjme 
When that great law^f nations, Mrhich forbids 
Air interference in another's rights, ^^ 

Must give precedence ; for the laws of men 
Must yield obedience to the laws of God. 
That sovereign princes are alone to Heaven 
Accountant for their actions is allowed ; 
But when perpetual servitude awaits 
A nation of freemen^ reason ordains 
Their country's constitution^ and its Uvfn 

ienor of history. The parliament having ^kreitfin tji« 
eighth year of her reign greater auhsidies thailfeual''" ^r 
utterly refused that eictraordinary supply, and accepted oi a 
much smaller sum. Abating the receipt of the fourth part o\ 
the money so granted ; and telling them, after commending 
their regard for her, * that money in her su^ects* purse va^a^ 
good aa tn her own exchequer ,* and that * she made a greater 
account of Ae good- wills and benevolent mirtds of her good 
and lovins subjj^ts, than she did of ten subsidies. ^' We are 
told at other times that this excellent princess supplied* 
great part of the jpublick expenditure ** out of her own re- 
venues, sparing-from herself to serve the necessity of tnc 
realm, and shunning thereby loans upon interest^ as a mos 
. pestilent canker that is able to devour even the states o 
7. princes.*' Tmberland*i Lords* Deh.^'vL 689; C^heU'sPari. 
Hist, i. 716. 767. 818. Compare also Id. i. 727. 769. li^- 
674. 940-1. 
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Absolve tktm from allegiance ; for what men 

Can be so lost to rirtiie, or to mind^ 

As freedom to commute for servitade > 75 

Aad if perchance such wretches should be found. 

What right have they to bind posterity ? 

My free born Britons ] *Ti8 enough for us 

To tell yoQ that Batayia is. enslav'd ; 

Spain's haughty despot, and his impious tool, 80 

Forgetting God and right, have dar'd subvert 

The people's dearest privileges, nor stop 

Tlieir dreadful persecutions, till they reach 

Despotic power. Patriot Wflliam calls 

Alottd for British succour ; the oppress*d 85 

On Britons never call'd for aid in vain.'' 
Thus.spake Eliza, and the people yet 

Inclining forwards bent, with ears erect 

Listening to silence. Till at length awak'd : 

As when Kiilarney's circling rocks receive 90 

Some cannon's solitary roar, at first 

The distant echo imitates the sound. 

And back repeats it, till with ten- fold force 

The east, and west, uniting all their strength^ 

Join their reverberations, and at last 95 

The thundering summits madden all the air. 

And echo frightened echoes back the whole ; 

Thus when Eliza ended, peal on peal 

73. Jbsolvethem from allegiance ;'-Tht\aingmigt'hereustd 
»y Elizabeth is corroborated by the testhnony of history, 
^^^ Salmon, p. 141. Compare also sir Christopher Hatton^s 
speech upon the Spanish Invasion, CohhetCs Pttrl,HktA, ' 

M9. 
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Of loudest acclamation rent the skies. 

Such then were Britons ; soch a British qoeen; 100 

Alas ! How fallen from their noble sires 

Is their degenerate offspring? Tbey were mea. 

Who knew fair freedom's worth, and sbe4 their 

blood 
Defending others' freedom^ these forgetting 
Sidney 'y and^ Hampden's Virtues, deign enlist 105 
Amidst arm'd despots to enslaye freemen. 
Here stop, my Muse ! and drop a silent tear 
O'er their departed worth. But, soft, methiaks! 
Thou seest Eliza's spirit from above 
fSmWt at their puny efforts, and bid thee say^ HO 
The time is coming when Eliza's soul x 
Shall reign again in her, who British- born 
Hath deep imbibed Britain's ancient spirit. 
Yes] I foresee the period blest approach, 

106. Jmidif*t arm'd despots^^** It has been alleged,*' said 
Mr. Fox, an. 1792, '* as a proof of disaffection, that the 
countenances of many wore the face of joy when the intel- 
ligence arrived of thc^duke of Brunswic's Vetreat. What! 
is it a sufficient deqionstration of republicanism, that inen 
should rgoicein the discomfiture of the armies of despotism 
combatting against liberty ? Could any man who loves the 
constitution of this country wish success to the duke o> 
Bruuswic, after reading a manifesto which violated every 
principle of justice, humanity, ireedom, and true govern- 
ment?'* &,c. In the same spirit Mr. Sheridan exclaims; 
«* But we are told that to treat with France would give 
offence to the allied powers, with wliom we are eventually 
to co-operate. Are we then prepared to make a coimnon 
cause on the principles and for the purposes for vi'hich 
thoie despots have- associated?" &.c. See Beiskam, iv. 50v. 
515 ; V. 12. 

1 14. iea ! 1 foresee, &c.— ThTice has the pen been prepared 
to expunge this prophecy, and thrice has it been withhtldcp 
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When her refulgent glory, bursting forth, 1 1^ 

The dank, dark* lowering vapours of the earth 

Scatters to east and west, a risen sua. 

Then Britons shall be free, then see again 

Their laws, their rights, tl^eir freedom uninfringed. 

Thus British virtue, and a British queen, 120 

To reason's voice obedien^t, and to God, 

Join'd in the cause of liberty %nd man. 

Spaiu'a despot saw, but harden'd at the sight. 

Seeing saw not, for tyranny is blind, ^ 

Blind e'en to its awn interest, for would i'25 

The tyrant measure his ambitious views. 

By what a patient peofile could endure. 

And there suspend his plans, until at length 

laar'd to evil they could bear yet more ; 

He might continue heaping crime on crime, 130 

Till, like the purpled despot of the east. 

He place his foot upon their lowly necks. 

Add they shall call it honour. Such is man 

Creature of time, and place, and circumstance ; 

Such too so various, and so manifold 135 

The ways of him, who out of slavery 

Hdaceth freedom ; out of evil, good. 

Bat few there are who know them, and thos 

So wrapt in their intrinsick excellence. 

Their mental eye so dazzled at the sight 

It shall stand. Prophecies have more than once 

•vent 

Tt^0f. Pind. Olym. xiii. 
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Of the sublime^ the beautiful^ the good^ > ^ 

That humao to celestial yields the palm. 

And, angeMike, they see but to adore. 

Hence then let virtue not despair, bat learn 

From Philip's fall, how weak the tyrant's arts. U5 

For now, enrag'd to madness, when he saw 

A British queen, and Sidney's arns upraised 

To aid Batavia, two different ways 

His proud soul ponderM, whether by open war. 

To assail his foes, or else by covert guile, 15t) 

And treachery to compass his designs. 

Thus wrapt in anxious thought the despot stood. 

Weighing how most to scourge the human race : 

Him, not unheeded, thus fraternal zeal 

Accosted ; cursed pair, ready alike i^^ 

To blast man's fulKgrown virtues, or to nip 

The bud of freedom ere it rise to light ; 

*' If ere thy royal cares fraternal love 

Hath sooth'd, if e'er thy heated mind been calm'd 

By him, whom equal hopes, and equal fears 1^ 

Have join'd in strictest union with thyself; 

Now pour thy burthen'd sou) into that breast 

Which knows no will but thine. Too much I fear 

147. Sidney — The accomplished sir Philip Sidney, (^ 
whom that celebrated anecdote is told. After the battle 
of Zutphen, while he was lying on the field mangled with 
wotmds, a bottle of water was brought him to relieve his 
thirst ; but observing a soldier near him in a like miserable 
condition, he said ; • TMs man*s necessity is still greater than 
mine ;* and resigned to him the bottle of water.** EneyC' 
Britan. The story is somewhat differently told in Watkin's 
Biograj^h, Diet. 
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Thatgfnglancl's haughty monarchy trampling dowa 

The laws of nations, dares to join her arma 165 

To those of our proud foe; rebellion 

In England's monarch finds an advocate ; 

Bat think not Heaven looks on such misdeeds 

With kind benignant aspect; rather say 

It lowers in threatening storms. Britain shall rue 

The day it joins in continental war ; 171 

Already have my emis^ries sown 

Rebellion's seed in Ireland, there ^ will quicken. 

And ripen into harvest ; we meanwhile. 

The royal license given, will succeed 175 

To D' Alva's agency, and thus perchance 

By well-dissembled acts of courtes}*- 

Butrap our wary foe within that net 

From whence he ne'er escapes, for who, that asks 

Whether by gaile, or force, an enemy ' 180 

SiH}ceed; enough it i^ for us to know 

That William is our foe. My liege! you have 

What I advise ; whatever else may suit 

The present circumstance, whether by war 

Maritime, or continental, to distress 1 85 

Bogland's proud monarch, and to aid the cause 

Of kings, and lawful government, befits 

Thy royal wisdom, and that depth of mind, 

Which Heaven indulgent grants the best of kings." 

Scarce had he ended, when with eager haste, 190 

Like, the fond mother, who with open arms 

fieceives her son return'd from distant school. 

And knows not to desist, while from her eyes «j 
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Maternal lore thick flashes ; to tbre king 
With eager haste Qen to his brother's ariD9» 195 
And there io silent transport fixecThung^ 
Until at length words thus found out their way ; 
" BelovM of brothers ! Best of subjects ! Friend, 
Dear as the light of day ! Had Heaven bestow'd 
One n)ore like thee, not all Eliza's thr( ats, 200 

MorWiliiam's vaunts ceuld ruffl^^ this proud foul* 
But hence despair T The br^vt man knovis tbee not, 
Tb^m art the coward's refuge; Spain and Philip 
Yield to no earthly power; for though his foes 
Were countless as the sands that circle round 205 
The torrid Libya's long-extended coast, 
Philip would meet them; hear then our resohe; 
Soon as the watchful Hours shall have remov'd^ 
The clouds of darkness from the eastern sky. 
Haste thou to Holland, there assume our power 210 
Supreme, without control ; in thee we place 
That confidenee thy wisdom, and thy worth 
Justly deserve; there wage or open war 
Against those hereticks, or else insnare 
With covert guile, as to thy wisdom seenos; 215 

For holy church knows no communion 
Of virtue, or of faith with infidels. 
This shall proqd England's heresiarchal queen 
By suffering know, and dread again to raise 
Against the chosen servants of the Highest, 220 

Her heretick arm ; for this our private cause 
Will be the cause of God, and holy cburcb* 
Alt^ady do I see my armaments. 
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Bless'd by tfae pious Father^ and pronottncM 

Invincible, triumphant plough the wares ; 225 

Already Spain's proud banners float oo high 

O'er London's towers, there the holy cross 

Streams to the passing breeze ; while father Thames 

Flows by with conscious gratitude, and hails 

The long-lost emblem. But enough of words, 230 

We must proceed to deeds ; you to your charge^ 

I to the holy Father; when agaia 

We meet, we meet triumphant o'er our foes." 

He ended ; and the wiads his vaunts, and threats 

Bore to the vast Atlantick. Gracious God ! 23i 

How blind is man ! How incompatible 

With reason, or with virtue, are his acts} 

He asks for wealth; give him Potosi's mines. 

He asks yet more. Seeks he dominion ? 

^rant him an einpire, he is not content, 240 

Bat must be despot. Asks he happiness? 

Make him the happiest, he is still the same 

And would be happier. Thus discontent 

Hovers with dusky wing o'er all his deeds. 

f?oJd \ O cursed gold I There is scarce oue 245 

Or vice, or sin, or crime, but springs from thee. 

••noH art the cauwe direct or indirect. 

Of every earthly woe. 'Tis most to thee, 

•fnat e'en our passions owe their headstrong rage : 

*Ian from his Maker's hands proceeded pure, 250 

'*'^y glittering follies taught him to love wrong* 

But haste my Muse ! Speed on thy rapid course 
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To better timet, when wealth at last giYes way. 

And yields to virtue bet precedence just. 

B'Alva recalled ; the happy Flemings saw, 255 

Or thought they saw, some respite from their woe; 

And thus one to another joy fol spake 9 

" Oar woes at length wiii cease ; the harharous 

wreich 
Who feasted on our blood, is now recalPd 
To meet the recompense of all bis cnmes ; 260 

Our prince in mt rcy hears his people's pray'rs, 
And from h's brother's hand we shall receive, 
Our laws, aiid priv lieges unimpaired.'' 
' Thus spake the people. Poor short-sighted men 1 
To think that baffled tyrants e*^r relax 265 

Their impious endeavours to regain 
That which is next their hearts, pow'r UBCon- 

troi'd. 
Place in the tyrant's balance, darling power. 
And in the other scale the people^s lore. 
This last shall kick the beam, as light as air* 270 
When once the passions reason's seat ai^sume 
Men become brutes, tyrants are therefore brutes, 
Na}', worse than brutes, for that a portion's left 
Of reason which they work to bad designs ; 
For thou^ their sudden ire they soon digest, 275 
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And thus in wisdom's MTords he them addressed ; 280 
" Think not, hrave Flemings ! that the' men are 

changed. 
Measures are changed ; by sad experience 
I know the tyrants' arts ; in outward form 
And-falsebood perfect sirens, and their tongnes 
Iq sabtJety that serpent's would eclipse 286 

Which once deceiv'd the fairest of mankind. 
Flemings! beware ; before it be too late 
Beware of Philip ; D'Alva is recalPd, 
Bat not yet punish'd, and if William's mind 
Deceive him not, I see, too plain I see 290 

Another D'AIva in the tyrant John. 
While ye, brave Flemings! dare demand your eights. 
Your liberty of conscience, and your laws, 
So long tribunals streaming with your blood, 
So long will murderous inquisitions, 295 

Call'd courts of justice, banish frem you far 
All power of serving your own God the way 
That God himself hath taught you. Philip sees 
In liberty of conscience, heresy ; 
Foul heresy; and what vith hefeticks 300 

Or compact, or communion can be kept, 
Bui such as hungry tigers keep with lambs, 
Or ravenous wolves with way-worn travellers? 
^rave Flemings! now 3'our arm8.are in your hands, 
% them not down. That people scarce deserve 



I 296. CaR'd courts 0/ justice, ^Set Salmon, art. NetAer- 
l^nds, ii. 136. • -^ 
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£vea the pity of mauktnd, who thisi 306 

The man that tnuta aot tbem. Your f ictories 
Have gainM yon tome short respite from your woes; 
Do not betray yoitrtelfes, an^ what is short 
Shorten yet more. Hope from the tyrant's fears. 
But nerer from ^i« love. Now while I speak, - SH 
Your treaties are infringed, your rights o'erthrowd i 
And at my breast the secret murderer's hnife 
Perchance is pointed* Has my property 
Escaped their harpy fangs ? Am not myself S13 
Declared a traitor ? Yes ! my countrymen ! 
And in si^h treason William does rejoice. 
Such treason is yoiir lote/' (Shouts of applause 
In long succession drowned the heroes voice. 
While tears of feeling warmM his manly cheeks; S20 
At length he thus;) '' Flemings! I am content 
To die in freedom's cause; nor uareveng'd 
Will be my death ; for lo I Eliza's aid, j 

And British vaiour soon will put to flight j 

The hosts of armed slaves which over-awe 32i 

Your peaceful dwellings, and, those laws restore 
Afid rights v^hich Spain's proud mooaa^h hath in 

fring'd. 
You have my best advice, but once agam 
Beware of tyrants ; trust them as you trust 
The rocks of Scylia, or Chary bdis* gulfs." S3 

The hero ypakef and as the clustering bees 



307. Your victoriet ^-c— The victory of Ghent prod iced 
short-Hved peace. • s^ 
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Hang ropiid thelrc^ieftain, to defend from hanii> 
And grace with honour; so the people throng'd 
Round their beloved princ«. They knew hit worth ; 
They knew that where the ptrtluua battle rag^d 3^ 
la feltest fury> there their prince wm f#uad; 
They knew Uie rancour of his foes* how oft 
They plotted 'gainst his life. That life, fheir g«a>d* 
And mfely, now, alas ! too prescieott 
They saw, orseemM to see beneath the hand» S\0 
or dark assassins gasping in their caose. 
And moaned their Hving hero as the dead. 
As when the warriour for the battle arm'd. 
Meets the chaste partner of his heart who holds 
Within her snowy arms his infant hope^ 34*5 

And fain would 8t<^ his course, while lore and fear 
Plead from her tear»stain*d eyes; his nanly aoul 
Yielding to nature's impulse sooths her cares 
With reason veiPd in lo^e ; to WillUm's heart 
Responsive to^lieir feelings felt for them. S50 

Should the dark machinations of his foe« 
Saeceed against his life ; and where is free. 
And open virtue safe against the black, 
AotI deep»designing cowardice of vice? 
He saw no guile to extricate them safe Sd J 

From out the dangerous covert where they lay, 
Cspos'd on every side to hostile snares. 
Thus pondering on their state within his breast. 
Pensive the hero stood^ at length thas spake; 

339. tcopreicieM, — He was assassinated nt Delft, A. D. 15^. 
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'' Nor thooghto, nor acts of gratitude ia me 360 

Shall e'er be waoting to requite your love. 

Yoor cause is JUiae, nor will tbe4y rant's arts 

Prevail against you^ while you thus adhere 

Each to the «her; 't is dissension 

That gi?es to despots, and preserves their power. 

' Divide and govern/ is their general rule; S6(> 

• Unite and conquer,' Flemings ! must be' yours*" 

The Flemings beard, nor hearing disobey 'd. 

O that mankind had always thus been wise. 

Nor listened to the voice of evil men, 37 O 

Neglecting truth, and solid wisdom's lore. 

For blinking, mole-eyed phraseology ! 

To pledge united faith wa» now their care. 

And Utrecht's walls were witness to their pledge* 

Thrice h.appy pledge, which gave Batavia's sons S75 

The greatest blessing that indulgent Heaven 

Bestows on man, their liberties and laws ! 

But now the tyrant baffled in his arts. 

Like some fell tigress that hath lost her youngs 

Mad for revenge, spar'd not one deed of blood, S80 

Open, or covert, to regain his power. 

Or glut his vengeance ; and religion. 

Too oft the tool of sanguinary men^ 

Blesseth his armaments and thena proclaims 

Invincible. But Heaven's averted eye 385 

Turns from blasphemers, and lo their own plots 



37^. Jnd Utrecht* s it'o//s— Alluding to the union of the 
states at Utrecht^^A., D. 1579. For the facts related in this 
b»ok see Salmon, ii. 136, &<r. 
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LeaTet them the victims, while it wrapt its friends 
lo the fragrant cloud of innocence, and truth, 
IiuperTious to the wicked. This 4So late 
Philip perceiT'd*: not all hit base attempts S90 

Against Eliza's life, nor poisonous herb. 
Nor steel of murderers, nor Popish bulls, 
A? ailed aught ; and though his armaments 
Barthen'd the ocean,, and had struck with fear 
The stoutest hearts, not armM in freedom's cause. 
Yet Britain's sons no sooner saw her foe, 39^ 

Than seen, and conquered baffled he returned 
Back to his ports, with all his hideous wrecks. 
So much could freedom in the cause of man. 
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»catioB. Origin of the American war. -Speech of lor^ 
th to the British Senate. The indignant and patrioticl^ 
Y of the great Chatham, who vindicates the cause ol 
erica, and expresses his horrour at the employment of th^ 
ans. Answer of lord NortK Obedience of the Hous^ 
ommoas. 
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FOR that heavenly Muse, which, when implor'd 

By^the blest voice of him» who comfyass'd stood 

With dangers and in soiitade involved 

And darkness, fail'd him not, but deign'd to quit 

Her heavenly mansion here to dwell with him, ^ 

To light his darkness with celestial light. 

And make bis solitude the abode of joy ; 

But he on evil days was fallen, on days 

When Hampden, Sidney, and a cloud of men 

Saffer'd for freedom and for virtue's sake.' 10 

But thou, Urania ! gav'st him sweetest song 

To cheer his morns and nights, and make the days . 

Less evil. O that thou again would'st deign 

To ymi this sad realm, where wisdom's voice 

And truth, and virtue, by fierce terrour scared 15 

15. by fierce terrour scar^dt — This was written at a time 
when the country was almost deluged with spies and inform- 
ers; when sentiments of liberty,^ indigenous as they are, 
could not be uttered without danger ; when the Habeas Cott 
pU3 Act was suspended, and mt^ny virtuoas and wist men were 
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Aod boisterous rage, have long been luIlM to rest; 
Where to the natural evils of the clime 
Wicked designing men have fearieis plac'd 
The dangerous quicksand^ and the sunken rock ; 
Which when the innocent are wreckM upon, 20 
They but rejoice. O steer my fragil bark 
Amidst these perils, til) I reach once oiore 
The axure ocean, and the cloudless sky : 

Alas ! too sooa did Engkfid'a g^^H^ ^^^ » 
The son that rose to light Eliza's spirit . 25 

To her, blest mansion, charg'd with England's fate 
Sunk gloomy in the west. Nor stop, my Muse ! 
To sing those wretched limes, when if perchance 
Some star of freedom rose amid the dark, 
Twas like the gleamy meteor of ihe night ^^' 

for slight ofienees either immured m a priaeB, or transported 
to distant climes ; while others upon constructive trewotn 
were bron^ht to trial for their lives, and when acquitted bya 
niry of fheir country ignominiously denominated "ac^aitw 
felons." But "the reign of terrour'» is past, it is not natn- 
ral to our etime, and however it may aid the views of t^ 
spotick administration in augmenting an alreiudy ov&iiM^ 
penal code*, yet ultimately it must tend, as all acts ot 
a government, which dots not keep pace with theilHumat' 
tion of the people, necessarily do tend, to excite the in?^ 
lies of that people into the abuses of their government, a»* 
to demand, wioi a v<Hce thai admite of no denial, a nkcu 
reformation of them. 

♦ Upon thfe fertile subject of crimes and punishments, I 
would endeavour to impress on the minds of my ^^^^^ 
men this single fact, that hy the good oM common lawW«^ 
wert ^nly four crimes UahU to be punished with deafh* «"" 
compensation n^ight even have been made for these. Th«^ 
are now two hundrc»i if not more. See the speech of »^ 
Wiffiam Meredith, May la, 1777, Almon, vii. IW; ^ 
compare BlmcketoM^ b. iv. ch, 1. 
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That thane awhile to dim the eyes of mtm. 
And leave the dark still darker. Rather speed 
Thy rapid fiight to where Columbia's sons. 
And Washington^ and Frank li a smootb'd the road 
To uuiversal freedom. O that truth 55 

Could blot that page of history, which records 
Britain's most foul disgrace; when British swords 
Were sheath'4 in Bjritish blood, to aid the cause 
Of rank oppression, and despotick law ! 
What thus could urge Britannia to revolt 40 

From her owo principles I 'Twas Gold and Pow'r, 
Twin evils form'd to corse the hopes of man. 
These first induced North, presumptuous fool. 
Who blindly steer'd the helm of state, which men 
Of wisdom, and of foresight can alone^ 45 

Gaide -safely thro' the intricate of things; 
These him induc'd to try what force avaifd 
Against the sons of freedom, freedom's sons, 
Columbia's ofiTspring, who by Franklm taught 
Knew where to affix the boundary to pow'r 50 

And say to^kiogs; " Thus far ye only go. 
Beyond this point the people's rights begin. 
Kings ! trespass not ;" but North, proud minister, 
Aocibitious oian, knew scarce*tbe name of rights 

43. premmpiuimsfool, — " Let me teHyou," (said lord Chat- 
^ftifr, ap«n another oeeasion, speaking of theministers )"who- 
«w they were (I don't care of what consequence) they were 
«iHicr fools or knaves ; if the latter, they deserved' to b.e 
treated with the just contempt of an injured people; if the 
^wraAr, they ought to have been sent to school before they 
Were suffered to take the lead inpnbHc office." Deceit ^ v. 
1«8. May 4, 1770, 
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Much less to practise ; but the the name pre? ails, 55 

And will prerail so long as man endures^ 

And shall not then the practice, which to man 

Makes every earthly blessing doubly blest. 

Gives him to know his Maker, and adore 

That Maker in bis works ? But these are things 60 

Too deeply hid from the dim eyes of men 

ObscurM by power and wealth ; for now enrag'd 

Like a spoilt child who cannot bear control. 

With angry words he Britons thus addressed; 

^' That prompt obedience, and support are due 65 

From subjects to their rulers, is a truth. 

Which they alone will controvert, who wish 

To stir rebellion up, and trample ^lown 

The laws and constitution of the realm. 

For what' or rule, or government can last 71 

Unless it meet support ? and what support 

Without taxation ? Have we not endurM 

All the calamities of war? incurr'd 

55. Much lets to practise l-^hord chujictMor Camden, Jan. 
9, 1770, "accused the ministry, if not in express terms, yet 
by direct implication, of. having formed a conspiracy asainst 
the liberties of their country.** And the marquis of Rock- 
ingham declared the ma^im of government to be, "Thai the 
royal prerogative alone was st^ffictent to support government, to 
whatever hands the administration should be committed,*^ Dt- 
brett, V. 142. 145. 

71. Unless, it meet support ? §pc — ** Nam neque quies gen- 
tium sine armis, neque arma sine stipendiis, neque stipendia 
sine tributis haberi queunt.'* See the note in JDe&rett, iv. 251, 
where this passage is quoted from Tacitus. For the priqcipal 
authoritv of this speech the reader mav consult the speech 
of Mr. (irenville, Jan. 14, 1766, UebreU/ir. 292; and the Pro- 
test, 368; and the speech of Mr. Jenkinson, Mar. 17, 1775, 
Jlmon, ix. 65. 
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Expense eaormovs to defend, and guard 

These our rebeiiioas colonies; which are 75 

75. rebeiHous eolome* ;«— Shakespeare has put these wercb 

into the mouth of Henry Vth ; " We give express charge — 
that none of the French be upbraided, or abased.in disdainful 
lai^age : for when lenity and cruelty play for % kingdom, 
the gentlest gamester is the soonest winner." Act 3, sc. 6. 
Even in a just cause, and a successful war, the using of op- 
probrious language can only serve to aggravate and inflame 
the cruelty of the soldiery, and renderfinal reconciliation 
iBore difficult; and in an unsuccessful conflict it can excite 
no other feehng than contempt, and make the day of retri- 
bution more dreadful. It is in fact no proof of bravery, ge- 
nerally speaking indeed it is the reverse ; for the weaker the 
opponent is in real strength, the more voluble is his tongue. 
It might suit the heated minds of a despotic k administraltion 
to exclaim, ''that treason and rebellion were properly ind 
peculiarly the native growth of America ;" (see Almon, vi. 
168. and King's speech, p. 5.) but the uncorrupt virtue of a 
Camden, a Chatham, a Richmond, and a patriotick opposi- 
tion, could yet preserve untainted the dignity of the British 
nation.^Ww, ii. 39. 61. «* They are rebcls,"*said lord Chat- 
ham, aoth May 1777, " but ^hat arc they rebels for ? Surely not 
for defending their unquestionable rights ! What have these 
rebebdone heretofore? I remember when they raised four 
regimtnts on their own bottom, and took Louisburg from 
the veteran troops of France. But their excesses have been 
great. I do not mean their panegyrick ; but must observe 
in attenuation, the erroneous and infatuated 66tinsels which 

Iwve prevailed the door to mercv and justice has been shut 

gaiast them." Almon, vii. 93, Lord^ JDtb. The Duke of 
Ivichmond having remarked, << that he did not think the 
people of America in rebellion, but merely resisting acts of 
the most unexampled cruelty and oppression ;" the E. of 
^bigh rose, and " openly contended, that those who de- 
fended rebellion, were themselves littie better than rebels ; 
»nd that there was very little difference between the traitor, 
»ndhe who openly or privately abetted treason." In reply to 
fhis he was told by the noble duke, « that he was not to be 
intimidated or deterred firom his duty by loud words, and that 
he would not retract a single iota he had uttered on this oc- 
casion." I shall conclude this note with observing that the 
term rebels seems to be very fashionable at a certain court; 
for whether it be the struggles of the unfortunate Corsicans 
*~of the wretched Caribbs— .of the patriotick Americ^ns.^ 
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As able to austaui their share of bartfaen 

As Britons are, but that they find from jience 

Farour, and countenance from factions men ? 

Better by far lay down the reins, and'ce^se 

To guide the sute, than thus betray your trust, SO 

Than thus without a contest yield your rights. 

When were the colonies emancipate 

From British jurisdiction ? when were left 

To their own judgment of their rulers' acts ? 

Such dangerous doctrine, if it meet support, S5 

Will like a pestilence spread far and wide 

Destruction to all gorernments on earth. 

Are they not children planted by our care, 

Nurs'd in indulgence, and when now full grown. 

Mid opulence and plenty, shall they grud|;e ^0 

or th€ saifering Irish — ^they are all rebels, ** daring aad in- 
corrigible rebels. Bebham, L 258-9. 417. 423 ; ii. 291-2. See 
above, b. i. note 312;;, and memoirs of the D. of Richmond, 
Mon. Mag, No. 153. 

7S.fromfaetiou$ men .^— Lord Dudley, Oct. 26, l7T5,"con- 
tended^that the present rebellion in America was fomented 
and supported bv a desperate faction in this country ; that 
none but men ofthe worst dispositions, and most pernicious 
designs, would enconrase the claims of America, &c." 
Almouj V. 3 ; and see the E. of Sandwich's speech, tb. p. ^' 

81 . without a contest'^** As they totally denied (said lord 
North, 5 Mar. 1770,) the power of Great Britein to tax them, 
it became more absolutely neieessary to compel the obser- 
vance of the laws to vindicate our undoubted rights." V(' 
hreU, V. 254. <«We must risk something ; if we do not, all 
is over." vii. 224. 

88 planted by our care.^^*' And now will these Americans, 
children planted by our care, nourished up by our indul- 
gence till they are groWn to a degree of strength and opu- 
lence, and protected by our arms/ will they grudge- to con- 
tribute their mite to relieve us from the heavy weight of that 
burthen which we lie under ?'* See Ramsav, i. 57. 346. King,'» 
speech, 26th Oct. 1775 ; Mmon, iii. 2 ; and v. ^3. 64. 
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Their trifiing.tiibnte to relieve our wants? 

Ye British senators ! I do intreat 

Your patient hearing ; for your dignity, 

Yoar honour, your essential interests. 

Year constitution, all are now at stake« 95 

Your acts, your laws, your whole authority 

Issporn'd; your merchants plundered of their goods; 

Yoar ships are burnt; and all your loyal subjects 

Like felons treated ignominious. 

Necessity impels you to defend 100 

Yoar cause and justice ; be ye resolute. 

Be firm, be Vigorous, and to factious men . * 

Oppose de6anG6 both abroad and here* 

Now is the time to uplift the arm of power^ 

To show we are in earnest, and expect 105 

All due obedience to our country's laws. 

99. Like felons — "And will this coup try sit still, when they 
see the colony proceeding against your own subjects, tarring 
and feathering your servants ; denying your laws and autho- 
rity, &,c." *' The Americans have tarrei^ and feathered your 
subjefts, plundered your merchants, burnt your ships, de- 
nied all obedience to your laws and authority, &c." hofd 
North, Apr. 22, 1774; l>«dr««, vii. 220-1. Compare lord 
Lyttleton's speech. May 30, 1777; Jlmon, vii. 109. 

104. Now is the tim€'^'* Now ia our time (said lord North 
Mar. Zo, 1774,) to stand out — to defy them — to proceed with 
firmness, and without fear ; — that they would never reform 
until we take a measure of this kind . " Let this bill produce 
a conviction to all America, that we are now in earnest, and 
that we will proceed with f^mness and vigour ;*' — •« I hope 
that.we every one feel, that it is the. common cause of us all,— 
The good of this act is, that four or five frigates will do the 
business without any military force ; — but if we exert our- 
selves now with firmness and intrepidity, it is the more 
likely they will sutunit t6 our authority," ' Dehrett, vii. 87. 
Swi*. 114. 123, 
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9% WAftHINQTON, ioo^.xt. 

Make this a commya cause^ strike terroar roood, 

Puoish the goilty and assert yoar rigbU.'^ 

Scarce ha^ the haughty miaister surceas'd 

His Tile attempt to make the worse appear 1 i^ 

The better cause, aud clothe id auger's garb 

The pallid tremours of his heart ; scarce ceas'd 

His tools their yeoal plaudits : when uprose 

The patrlotick Pitt, the godlike sire 

Ofa degenerate son* Him Briuin lov'd H^ 

With filial love, and gratitude ; him oft 

His prince had calKd to guide the helm of state, 

And with Britannia's glory gird the world ; 

But thence as oft had secret influence. 



1 12/7%e pafMtremoun^*' It was obsenred that lord Korth 
trembled and faoltered at every werd of his motion/' i^^ 
brttt, y'i\. 119. 

114. The patriotick Pitt,^** A ereat and celebrated name; 
a name that keeps the name of tni§ country respectable in 
every other on the Globe. It may be traly calk^ 

' clamm et ven«*abile nomen 

Gentibot, et moUum nostne qood proderat vrbl' 
*< Sir, the Tenerable ageof this great man, his merited rtak, 
his superior eloquenee, his splendid qualities, his ernineat 
services, the vast space he fills in the eye of mankitiil ; to^ 
more than all the rest, his fall from power, which, like Atifk, 
canonizes and sanctUies a great character, will not suStr 
me to censnre any part of his conduct, &c." See the very 
celebrated speech of Mr. Burke, Ap. 19, 1774, Debrett, vii. 
162-3. See the E. of Shelbiirne's opinion of " the mreeoj 
Great Britain,'* Jlmon, v. 68 ; the D. of Grafton's, vii. IW ; 
Lord Camden's, x. 432 ; Lord Lyttleton's, 438 ; and Mr. 
Grenvillc's, viii. 366. See Life o/Waakington, i. 492-3. 

119. secret influence^ 8fc — Lord Chatham " complained 

strongly of the great influence of the E. of Bute, which he 

affirmed still (March 1770) continued, and which had p^^ 

. vented there having been any original minister since the 

accession of His present Majesty." — He spoke of the secret 
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That poisonous weed which in the shape of Bute 
Had Britain's eyil Geotas bestrew'd 121 

Behind the throne, ifvhose deleterious taint 
Hath long pervaded Britain's atnaosphere^ 
And numb'd the patriot'^ efforts ; thence a» oft 
Had this prevailed to counteract the deed. 125 

BqI DOW the patriot rose, while from his eyes 
Flash'd freedom's fire, and thus his labouring breast 
Eour'd the full torrent of impetuous truth ; 
" Britons, and Senators ! long may ye yet 
Deserve those names by all the world rever'd ! 1 50 
Long may yei>e an honor to yourselves, 

inflacncc of an invisible power — of a favourite whose per- 
nicious counsels had occasioned all the present unhappiness 
au^flisturbanced io the nation, and who, notwithstanding he 
was abroad, was at this moment as potent as ever ; that he had 
ruined eveiy plan for the public good, and betrayed every man 
who had taken a responsible office ; that there was no safety, 
DO security ag;ainst his power and mialignity ; that he him'self 
had been duped, &c." — ** A long train of such practice has 
at length unwillingly convinced me, that there is something be- 
hind the throne greaier than the king himself" JDehrett^ v. 173, 
174. See 191. 272. iv. 289. Cqlonel Barreis still stronger; ht 
observed ''.thai it was the same case in the Admiralty as in 
every other part of government ; that there was a certain 
hufey devil that thrusts its- head into every department, and 
^id the business for every of&cer of state ; that we have a nfh 
wtinal vunister, nominal secretaries of state, nominal privy 
councllmen, whose names are only used for responsibility ; that 
so despicable a junto who form the interior cabinet, may, at 
the risque of others, work mischief in darkness and obscu- 
rity." lb. 450-1. The M. of Rockingham's sentiments 
wpon this subject are given above, note 5.5, and in Almon, 
»ii. 70 ; and the reader may see the dake of Manchester's In 
Almon, X, 33.'J-4 ; E. of Effingham's, 317 ; D. of Richmond's, 
«* 367; and his memoirs quoted above at ver. 75; E. of 
Shelburne's, t5. 461 ; and ii. 49 ; and the Great Frederic's, 
»n Beisham, ii. 135. Compare Selsham, i, 91-2 ; ii. 113. 
I 2 
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A glory to your conotry ; which now calls 

With moro than filial^ than parental Toice, 

On you at once her parents, and her sons I 

O may that fire which fill'd the patriot breasts 155 

Of your forefathers, when at Rnnimede 

They made the tyrant sign our chartered rights ! ^ 

O may that blood which ran (hro' Sidney's veins. 

Now animate your own ! And tho' my life 

Hang by a feeble thread, still shall it pour 140 

It's last faint breath to freedom and to you. 

Britons ! it is a principle as broad 

As freedom's whole circutnference, that man 

Yields up no rights but for bis happiness ; 

He seeks protection, and not slavery ; 145 

140. Jnd tho* my life han^ by a feeble thready — « The scs- 
* sion (an. 1777) being near its close, lord Chatham, unwill- 
ing that it should pass over without some publick testimony 
of his unutterable abhorrence of the war which now dis- 
tracted and convulsed the empire, and of the principles and 
conduct of those men whose i^eak and wicked counsels had 
involved the nation in its pres^ent calamities, attended the 
house of peers on the 30th of May wrapped in flannels, and 
bearing a crutch in each hand, &c.** See Behkam, ii. 287, 
&c. He often complains of his ill state of health. Debrett, 
V. 127. 134 ; iv. 289. 

14-5. He seeks protection, §pc. — "-Can ministers think, (said 
lord Rockingham Oct. 31, 1776,) that a whole people — ever 
unanimously confederated to' join in a revolt, under a mild, 
wise, and equitable administration of public affairs V* — «*1^he 
idea (of unconditional submission) was abhorrent to the sub- 
. jects of this free government; that Englishmen, whatever 
their local situation may be, know no obedience to anything 
but the laws ; and that when the protection of the laws was 
taken away in several instances, particularly by the Capture 
A'ct, when they were declared open enemies, and put out o( 
the king's peace, it was impossible for them to do othcrways 
than they did. If they declared themselves independent, it 
was long after they were declared enemies ; and for his part 
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Should then a daring minister attempt 
To violate, the constitution's laws. 
Resistance is no longer criminal 

he could not possibly see what degree of obedience was d«e 
where public protection was open^ withdrawn." jiknonyfU. 
i. *' No people,** said Mr. Hartle^^ <* can be bound to sur- 
render their rights and liberties in return for protection. 
When any government make such demands, the compact is 
void. These are bold and manly principles. They are th^ 
pillars of our own constitution.'* lb. iii. 496* *• The fore- 
fathers of the Americans (said lord Camden) did not4eaTe 
their native country, and subject themselves to every dan- 
ger imd distrtess, to be reduced to a state of slavery ': they 
3id not give up their rights ; they looked for protection^ 
and not for chains, from their mother country.*' Debrett^- 
iv. 367. Compare Ramsay', i. 106. 340. 

148. Resistance is ne longer criminal-^" My lords, (exclaims 
the indignant Chatham, 22 Jan. 1770,) the constitution has 
been grossly violated, the constitution at this moment stands 
violated. — If the breach in the constitution be eflFectually 
repaired, the people will of themselves return to a state of 
tranquillity. If not — may discord prevail for ever — I know to 
what point this doctrine and this tankage Mrill appear direct^ 
ed. But I feel the principles of an Englishman, and I utter 
them without apprehension or reserve. — My lords, this is 
not the language of faction ; let it be tried by that criterion, 
by which alone we can dlitinguish what is factious from what 
is not, by the principles of trie English constitution. I have 
been bred up in these principles ; and know that when the li- 
berty of the subject is invaded, and all redress denied him,, 
resistance is justified." Debrett, v. 1,50. Compare ^/mo«, ii.6. 
" If depriving (says Gov. Johnstone) a trading town of its 
commerce — if cutting off whole societies from the benefit of 
the element which God has given them— if proceeding tode- 
prive them of the fishery^ their subsistence — if altering their 
charter, and annihilating all their rights, withoot hearing 
them in their defence — if establishing, in its stead, a new 
form of government, which leaves all things in confusion — » 
if erecting a system of tyranny in their neighbourhood, and 
establishing, not tolerating all the absurdities of the Roman 
Catholic religion — trial by jury dismissed — habeas coi*pus 
denied — the representatives of the people determined use1e.<^s 
—inferior duties levied by act of pariiament— In short, pre- 
cedents for the violation of every thing wc hold most sacred 
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Bat thence becomes a duty. Better far 

To perish id a straggle for one's rtghts, 150 

Than live ajife of igaominiotts ease $ 

If ease it may be calPd, which doth depend 

Upon the nod of arbitrary power. 

What patriot breast the struggles then can blame 

Of oar colonial brethren ^ They are men, 155 

in thit country ; I say^ if acts like these can Yindicate resis- 
tance, tbe Americans can quote them, and Crod and the 
world must jud^e between us. For my own part,'! consi- 
der, with lord Somers, that < treason against the constitu- 
tion is the first species of that crime.' " jflmon, i. 162. Sir 
G. Saville observed, that "if rebellion was resistance to* 
government, he could not consider all rebellions to be alike ; 
there must be such a thing as justifiable rebellion — and sub- 
mitted to the house, whether a people taxed without their 
consent, and their petitions against such taxation rejected ;. 
their charters taken away without hearing ; and an army let 
loose upon them without a possibility of obtaining justice ; 
whether a people under such circumifttances eotiSd not be 
said to be in justifiable rebellion ?" Jb, 176. Upon the doc- 
trine of resistance see lord Camden, Mmon, n* H. 83; ▼. 
84 ; the address of the city of London, Ap. 10. 1775. ib. p. 
180 ; Temple LuttrelPs speech, Ahnflrif iii. 31, 124. ** The 
Americans (said Mr. Fox) were more justifiable for rie»istingr 
than they would have been had they submitted to the tyran- 
nical acts of a British parliament-lthat when the queistion 
was, whether a people ought to submit to slavery, or aim at 
freedom by a spirited resistance, the alternative which must 
strike every Englishman was, the choice of the latter." Jb, 
42. Gen. Conway upholds the same doctrine, iii. 148. So 
Mr. Sawbridge, 216-7 . Alderman Bull, AJmon, viii. 15 ; Mr. 
D. Hartley:, tb. 124 ; Mr. Wilkes, 136. See Lord's Protest, 
jilmon, V. 20 ; D. o( Richmond Jltnon, v. 139 ;. E. of SheU 
bume, V. 147 ; vii. 33-4; Lords* Deb. Sec «*. 33 ; D. of 
Grafton, lb. 100-2. 

150. To peris fHn a struggle ^c. — ** In my judgment, my 
lords, (said lord Chatham,) and I speak it boldly, it were 
better for Englishmen to perish in a glorious contention for 
their rights, than to purchase a slavish tranquillity at the ex- 
pence <rf a single iota of the constitution." JDebreUfY. 130. 
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Are BritoDS, :apd they glory in the oame^ 

Respect their sturdy virtue; 'tis yoar owa. 

Wbattho' it.be ebullieni; 'tis ihe boittog 

or a rich vigorous blood. Were they to dead 

To hangtaa feelings, as to bow their necks 1 60 

Without aoaarHiiir to the yoke of power; 

They would become fit instruments to serve 

156. Are Britons y ^c. — ** They had not only « respect, bat 
an affection for Great Britaia, tor its laws, its customs and 
manners, and even a fondness for its fashions, that greatly 
increased the commerce. Natives of England were always 
treated with particular regard ; to be an Old- England man 
was, of itself, a character of some respect, and gave a kind 
of rank among us." l>t. Franklin's £lxamination, Dekreit, 
iv. 3i7. ** They may ba pattered (said col. Barre^ into any 
thing, but they are too much like yourselves to be driven. 
Have some indulgence for your own likeness ; respect their 
.sturdy English virtue ; retract your odious exertions of au- 
thority, and remember that — the first step towards making 
them contribute to your wants, is to reconcile them to your 
government." Debrett,vn. 119. 

*' They were proud of the land of their ancestors, and glo- 
. ried in tiieir descent &om Englishmen." Life of Wanking- 
ton, ii. 93. See the speech of lord John Cavendish, Oct. ^1, 
1776, AliMn, vi. 10; and lord Chatham, May 30, 1777, 
Almon^ vii. 96. *^ They have no other idea of this country 
- than as their home ; they have no other word by which to 
• express it." Gov. Pownall, Dehrett. v. 31*. 

158. Whmt tho* it be ebulRent ;—Lord Chatham ** owned 
las natural partiality to America, and was inclined to make 
allowance even for their excess. That they ought to he 
treated with tenderness ; for in his sense they were ebulli- 
tions of liberty, which broke ont upon the skin, and were a 
sign, if not of perfect health, at least of a vigorous constitn- 
tion, and must not be driven in too suddenly, lest they should 
strike to th« heart." Debrett, v. 128. 

162. ^t instruments 8fc — *' I rejoice (said lord Chatham) 
that America has resisted. Three millions of people, so dead 
to all the feelings of liberty, as voluntarily to submit to be 
■slaves, wonld have been fit instruments to make slaves of the 
rest." DebreU, iv. 294. See v. 130; Compare Dunning's 
speech, Almon, i. 135; lord J. Cavendish, iii H9fl50 -^ lord 
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The ptirpoie of oppression o'er ourselves. 
But it is aik'd. When wete the Colonies 
Emancipated ?.,,When were they enslaved ? 165 

Both God and Nature gave them freedom's rights. 
And God and Nature will those rights defend. 
Their wise forefathers left their native soil 
1*0 flee from persecution ; will their apns 
Forget their fathers' virtues ? Rather hope 170 

The sun will cease to shine; or Albion's rocks 
Sink in the foamitig deep. It has been said 

Shelbumc, Almon, vii. 26; Ld/rdi^ Deb. col. Barrc, ix. 9S^; 
lord Camden, x. 33-4. Sec Belsham, ii. Zi)^. 

164f. When were ike colonies emancipated ? — " The gentle- 
man ( Mr. Grenville) asks. When were the colonies emanci- 
pated ? But I desire to know when they were made slaves." 
Lord Chatham, Dcbrett, iv. 295. Compare 292 ; and B\^kham, 
ii. 98. 

168. TAeir wise forefathers ^•c.— •" The forefathers of the 
Americans did not leave their native country, and subject 
. themselves to every danger and distress, to tc reduced to a 
state of slavery, &c.*' Lord Camden, DehxeUy iv. 367. •* If 
we take a transient view of those motives which^inducedthe 
ancestors of our fellow subjects in America, to leave thdr 
native ' country to encounter the innumerable difficulties of 
the unexplored regions of the western world, our astonish- 
ment at the present conduct of their descendants vnll natH' 
rally subside. There was no corner o^the world into which 
men of their free and enterprising spirit would not fly;wiii 
alacrity, rather than submit to the slavish and tyrannicti 
principles wljich prevailed at that period in their native 
country. And we shall wonder, my lords, if the "d^ccn- 
dants of such illustrious characters spurn, with contemi^t, 
the hand of unconstitutional power, that would snatch from 
them such dear-bought privileges as they now eontend for.^* 
&c. Lord Chatham, May 27, 1774, Debrett, vii. 10-1. 

172. ft has been said ^'C. — See above, ver. 88, to which 
col. Barre replied; " They planted by your care ! No, your 
oppressions planted them in America. They fled from 
tyranny to a then uncultivated and inhospitable country.— 
They nourished up by yout* indulgence ! They grew by y<mr 
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That tbey are ckUdreo planted by yoar care> 

loyouriQdulgeacenurs'd, and by yoaranns 

Protectedv They ! they planted by our care I 175 

They by your arms protected ? They indal|^d ! 

If rank oppression be indulgence caliM« 

Ilidulgent was their parent, and their nurse 

A kind protectress of the self-same race. 

That in her quarrels spills her children's blood 180 

And now would fleece them of the hard-earn'd fruits 

Of long laborious toil. Ye hav^e no right ; 

neglect of them. They protected by your arms ! They 

have nobly taken up arm's in your defence." Ramsay fi, 57. 
S*e Franklin's Works, i. 360 ; " Intended Vindication;" ancK 
gov. Pownall's speech. May, 1770, DebreU, v. 315. 

182. Ye have no right ; — " It is my opinion, (said4ord 
Chatham,) that this kingdom has no right to lay a tax upon 
the Colonies, &c." — " The commons of America, represen- 
ted in their several assemblies, have ever been in possession of 
the excercise of this, their constitutional right, of giving 
and granting their own money. They would lyive been 
slaves if they had not enjoyed it'." DebreU, iv. 290, 291 ; See 
vii. 13; ^/mow, ii. 14-5 ; X. 12. 

" My possition is this — I repeat it I will maintain it to my 

last hour — taxation and representation are inseparable; — this 
position is founded on the laws of nature ; it is more, it is 
itself an eternal law of nature ; for whatever is a man's own, 
is absolutely his owfl ; no man hath a ricrht to take it from 
him without his consent, either expressed by himself or repre- 
siBtatiye ; whoever attempts to do it, attempts an injury; 
iWever does it, commits a robbery ; he throws down, and 
dtttroys the distinction between liberty and slavery. Taxa- 
tion and representation are coeval with, and essential to this 
constitution. I wish the maxim of Machiavel was followed, 
that of examining a constitution, ^t certain periods, accord- 
ing to its first principles ; this would correct abuses and sup- 
ply defects. I wish the times would bear it, and that men's 
minds were cool enough to enter upon such a task, and that 
the representative authority of this kingdom was more equally 
settled." &c. &c. Lord Carr:den, Jlebrett, iv. 365 ; Jlmon, ii. 
134. Compare ffcfv. l^ownall's speech, Feb. 8^ 1769/ v. 61 ; 
and Mr. Fox's, May 2, 177 1. vii, 248; marquis of Granby's, 
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Yet ! I ttpmM, je hare no legal right 

To tax yoor colonics. ' To give and gimnt 

What if bit own, beloogs to free*born man ; \H 

It if the slave nko holds do property 

But at a matter's ned« Of this great truth 

Your blustering miDJstcrs seem sensible; 

They tax, and untax, then they tax again. 

As if the humau feeliogs were their sport. - 190 

And yet they talk of dignity, that dignity, 

• JImon, i. 418 ; sergeant Adair's, Jlman, iii. 65-6 ; Mr» D. 
» Hartley's, 345 ; Mr. Temple Luttrell's, vi. 24 ; Mr. Wilkes's, 
iii. 8 ; Mr. Burke's, J)ebre:t, vii. 135. 

188. Your bluttenag ministers ^c. — ** Preposterously, you 
began vrith violence ; and before terrors could have any ef- 
fect, either cood or bad, your ministers immediately begged 
pardon ; and promised that repeal to the obstinate Ameri- 
cans^ which they had refused in an easy, good-natured, com- 
plying British parliament Your ministerial directors blus- 
tered liketragrck tyrants here ; and then went mumping with 
a sore leg in America, canting, and whining, and complain- 
ing of faction." Burke, Debrett, vii, 139. See 131. 134. 
141-2. 167 ; Mmcn, iv 125 

** The whole of your political conduct (said lord Chatham) 
has been one continued series of weakness, temerity, de- 
spotism, ignorance, futility, negligence, blundering, and the 
most notorious sei-vility, incapacity, aud corruption." Jl- 
fnorif ii. 29. See Ranuav, i. 88. 

191 . And yet they talk qfdigmtVt — *' So, that now, (said Mn 
Burke, May 8, 1770,) not onlv dignity, but government and 
power are all bi*ought to noujj;iu Every instrument is gone; 
there is neither civil nor military The malignity of your 
will is abhorred ; the debility of your power is contemned, 
which eve?' has been, and is now the case of a government without 
wisdom.** Debrett, V. 331. «* You are therefore at this mo- 
ment in the awkward situation of fighting for a phantom; 
a quiddity ; a thing that wants not only a substance, but even 
a name : for a'thing, which is neither abstract right, jior pro- 
fitable enjoyment. They tell you, ^ sir, that 3rour dignity is 
tied to it. I know not how it happens, b7it thijt dignify of your* 
is a tenable incumbrance ta you ; for it /iUs of late been ever at 
war with your interest, your equity, andeveryidea of your policy. 
Shew the thing you contend for to be reason ; shew it to be 



d by Google 



B80KW. OR LIBERTY RESTORED. loi 

Once the proud txrast of Britons^ now conlema'd ; 
But stop their mad career ; conciliate ^ 
Your injured brethrea ^re it be too late ; 
Restore tlieir rights and laws ; and they will fly 195 
To meet with open arms your proffcr'd love. 
But should you still persist^ and fondly hope 
By your superiour force to over-awe 
Their British spirit^ despair^ and liberty 
common sense ; shew it to be the means of attaining some 
useful end ; and then 1 am content to allow it what dignity 
you please. But what digni^ is derived from the perseve- 
rance in absurditVy is more than ever I could discern." vii. 
135. Of the variegated nature of this dignity, and its poli< 
tical consequence, the reader mav see some specimens in 
Behskam, i. 423 ; viii. 397. 

193. eonciHate Spe. — " Adopt some lenient measures, which 
may lure them to their duty ; proceed like a kind and affec- 
tionate parent over a child whom he tenderly loves ; and, in- 
stead of those harsh and severe proceedings, pass an amnesty 
on all their youthful errors ; clasp them once more in your 
fond and affectionate arms ; and 1 will venture to affirm you 
m\\ find them children worthy of their •sire." Chatham, 
Debrett, vii. 13. See Jlmon, ii. 6-7. 

199. despair and liberty — ** Let us not, sir, drive them to 
despair : the despair of a hrave people always turns to cou- 
rage :^that courage once exerted, God knows what mav he 
the end of it." Mr. N. Calvert, Dehrett, iv. 299. " The 
people of America are husbandmen — are unaccustomed to 
arms ; — yet if you attempt to force taxes against the spirit 
of the people there, you will find, when perhaps it is too 
late, that they are of a spirit which will resist all force ; 
which will grow stronger by being forced ; will prove supe- 
rior to all force, jind ever has been unconquerable : they are 
of a spirit to abide, nay, to court, persecution : and if — 
they should once take it into their he^MJs that they arc under 
a state of persecution, that spirit of enthusiasm vyhich is of 
their temper, and of their very nature, will arise, and every 
mischievous consequence, in every \?xtreme, will accompany 
h." Gov. Pownall, Debrett, v. 56. '* The Jmericans (ex- 
claims lord Chatham, Jan. 20, 1775,)^^i;tf liberty better than 
life.** Alman, ii. 8. They are the genuine descendants of a ' 
noble ancestry : and I heartily coincide in the patriotick wish 
K 
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Will to Iheir cause unite their petetit aid, 200 

And soon an armed nation will ariae 

To fparn year feeble efibrts. Should siicceo. 

Which patient Hearen avert, attend your caoacr 

And should Columbia fall beneath the rod 

Of iron power, like Sampson will she fall, 205 

And crush with her our best and dearest rights^ 

Ye have what I advise, but much I fear 

How little 't will avail; Aiodesty 

of the noble lord, '* that the vouns ge&tlemen of our time 
would imitate them." Compare SnUhamy ii. 32. 

203. Whkh patient Heaven avert^'-^'* It is with pleasure 
(said gov. Johnstone) I perceive the force of this countr/i 
when wielded in such a cause, is totally inadequate." Jl- 
mon, iii. 26. And sir Jos. Mawbev, addressing himself. Mar. 
t2» 1776, to lord Howe and gen/Burgoyne, after giving tes- 
timony to their personal worth, " expressed his astonish- 
ment that such men would be concerned in so infamous and 
diabolical a business : and owned, that however he might 
esteem them as meji, he wished that they inaeht not succeed; 
but that the cause of justice, humanity, u'eedom and the 
constitution, mi^ht prevail." lb. 408. 

'* One hope, sir, (said Mr. T. Luttrell,) I will however 
still entertain, and which I am neither afraid, nor ashamed 
to avow ; it is, that the Americans may prove successful in 
the maintenance of their just rights." lb* iii. 243-4. In 
the same spirit Mr. Wilkes, Aimon, vi, 17, 

205. like Samjpion-^*^ In such a cause, y^ur success would 
be. hazardous. America, if she fell, woj^ld Call like the 
strong man. She would embrace the pillars of the state, 
and pull down the constitution along with her." Loid 
Chatham, Debrett. iv, 297'. 

208. a modesty — «* The gentleman must not wonder he was 
not contradicted, when, as the minister, he.as«erted the right 
of parliament to tax America. I know not how it is, but 
there is a modesty in this house, which doe&not chuseto con- 
tradict a minister. Even your chair, sir, looks too often to- 
wards St. James's. I wish gentlemen would giet the better 
of this modesty. If they do not, perhaps the collective body 
may begin to abate of its respect for the representative. 
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That fears to give ofieQce« I know not how> 

Has crept within these walls : O ! that, at Jast, 210 

You would be wise, and rererence yoarselvet ! 

The British minister should be the voice 

Of Britain's Commons, aod the Commons be 

hoTd Baeofi bad told me, that a great ^oestion would aot 
fail of bdag agitated at one tim e <Hr another. ' ' li, 296. 

212. The Briiuh nunitUr shauld be jr<;.— « The word mi- 
oiiter, my IcMrds, has been very mnch mifunderstood of 
late. It oas a Brkiah, and a French signification. In the 
' British sense, my lords, it signifies a servant of the paili»- 
ment, a servant of this pe<^le, as well as of the crown.«»Th« 
French sense of the word minister, my lords, maitre de pa- 
ins, is. one who acts in place oiP the king, one who is 
accom^able to none but the king, let him be guilty of never 
80 many miscarriages or fflismanagement%. . 1 am sorry to 
see it, but we seem of late to have Adopted tbis last sense 
•f the word. Ministers of Great Britam seem to be as ab- 
•olete AS they are in France. B^it my lords, I hope voor 
lordships wiB assert the dignity of this house, &«." t>. of 
^rgyk, Tknberktndy vi. 229. It was this dignity that em- 
boSstted lord Chatham to teB the council, that <^ he wae 
called uito the ministry 1^ ike voUe of the fe^lfi^ and to 
them held hjira&^lf answerabte far his conduct/' Enc^. 
Brk. art. PkL. 

21S. and the Cmmnom be t^^* Whoever understands the 
theory of the£>i^ish constttotion, and will compare it with 
the &ict, mest see at once how widely they difier* We must < 
reconcile themr to each other, if we wish to save the liber- 
ties of this countiy. We BMist reduce our pohtical practice 
as nearly as pos»ble to. our pcditieal principles* The con- 
stitation intended that there should be a permanent rel€Uioh 
between the eenstituent and representative body of the people 
Will any man. affirm that, as the house of commons is now 
fermed, that relation is in every degree preserved ? My lords, 
it is not preserved ; it is destroyed.*'.—" The corruption cw 
the people is the great original cause of the discontents of 
the people Uxemselves, of the entei-prises of the crown, and 
theiiotoriotts decay of the internal vigour of the constitution. 
For this ffreat evil, some immediate remedy must be provided ^ 
and I conuss, m^y lords, I did hope, that his majesty's servants^ 
Would not have suffered so many years of peace to elapse, 
ivichoul paying vome attrition to an object, which ought to 
engage and interest us all. I flattered myself I should see 
ieme barriers threvm.up in defence of the constitution, som^ 
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The voic€ of Britain*! people ; 't is the want 
Of this harmonious unioo, that perchance "^15 

Hath caus'd this modest fear to glye oiTence : . 
Even our liberty of speech is now 

impediment formed to stop the rapid progress of corruption. 
I doubt not we all agree that something must be done."— 
<* The boroughs of this country have properly enough been 
called the rotten parts of the constitution. 1 have liirediQ 
Cornwall, and without entering into an invidious particu- 
larity, have seen enough to justify the appellation." — ** H 
is nortn the little dependent borouchs, it is in the great d- 
ties, and counties, that the strength and vigour of the con- 
stitution resides, and b)r them idone, if an unhappy ques- 
tion should ever aiise, will the constitution be honestly and 
firmly defended. I would increase that strength, because I 
think it is the only security we have against the profligacy 
of the times, the corraption of the people, and the ambition 
of the crown." Lord Chatham, Jan. 22, 1770, Vebret*, v. 
15^5 ; see 162. 177. 35^. 389. In another debate, this indig- 
nant statesman, and independent Briton, speaking of the 
boroughs, exclaims ; " A borough, which perhaps no man 
over saw ; this is what is called, the rotten part of the con- 
stitution ; it cannot continue a century ;ifit does notxdrop, it 
must be amputated,^* Jan. 14, 1766 ; DebreU, iv. 291. " I 
shall grant (said lotd Carteret, in 1740,) that a perfect har- 
mony between king and parliament, has always hitherto 
given weight to the king's counsels abroad ; but from whence 
did this proceed ? It proceeded from the parliament ipeak- 
ing t/te language of the people ; for if ever a parliament, by 
corruption, or other means, should begin i& speak the lan- 
guage of ministers, without regard to the sentiments of tbe 
people, a good harmony between king and parliament, will 
then have no authority at home, and consequently can have 
no more effect abroad, than a good harmony between the 
king and his ministers, I was going to say his footmen ; for 
a minister that is hated by the people, is' in a more precari- 
ous situation, and must.be more dependant, than any of the 
king's footmen.** STtmier/aiw?, vii. 472. « The distinguishing, 
and sole sign of a people's being free, is that of their being 
governed by those laws, and those men they approve of." 
See the earl of Halifax's speech, ib. 523 ; duke of Argylc's, 
677. . 

217. Our liberty of speech §rc " Gentlemen, sir, have 

been charged with giving birth to sedition in America. They 
have spoken their sentiments with freedona against this un- 
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Impoted as a crime 1 bat socb a orime> 

Aod such an iaipotatioii shall do! tarn 

Me from my purpase^ tho' Vm stigmatia'd 2f o 

With faction and sedition* For who spei&s 

Or writes, or acts ia times that are torropt. 

And hears not rank abose, had better cease 

To act, or write, or speak ; since what he does 

Reaches not hoflie, and 'tis the faearu of men, QQ5 

Conscious of il), that prompts them to revile 

The works of uprightness, and patriot worth, y 

Id such bad times abuse is virtue's meed. 

For slower are the good to give applause 

T^an are the bad to censure. *Tis our right, 2SQ 

bis our bounden duty to declare 

The soul's free i»eQtiments, and him who robs 

Man of his rights^ tho** armed with triple steel,^ 

Avenging justice soo»wHl overtake,. 

And hurl him headlong from bis towering height. 

Britons ! onee more ere the blest time be past, 2S9^ 

^PPy f^ctf and that freedom has been their crime. Sorry I 
^n to hear t^ie liberty of speech in this house, imputed as a 
crime. But the imputation shall not discourage me. It is a 
liberty I mean to exercise. No gentleman ought to be afraid 
t9 exercise it. It is a liberty by which the gentleman who 
calumntates it mijgh t have proHted . He ought to have profit- 
ed. He ought to have desisted from his project.** JLd. Chat- ^ 
ban), Dehtettf iv/ 29i : so also Mr. Burke, Mmo», iii. 170 ; 
and lord Camden, v. 92; Mr. Fox, iv. 212. Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, «* in explicit terms stigmatized those who were of an 
opposite opinion, as a set of people pervaded with the spirit 
ouaction.** Jimon,\in. 2. And colonel Luttrell expressed 
bis*' abhorrence of principles which led men to support re- 
bellion—He could not remain silent, when he saw a set of 
ttien combined together to betrav their country —abettors of 
^«ason-an4 rebellion^ &c.** Jb, 317-1. SwBeisAam, I 96»nee*. 
K 2 
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Kettore Colambia to her rights, and laws; 

Yoar couatry too restore to happiness. 

Hot ere I close there is one subject more, 

Whicli fain I would not notice to yoar ears, 240 

Bat that indignant justice i^rges on. 

Methought I heard, would that I were deceived ! 

That neither Heaven, nor nature, hath forbid 

To use the Indian scalpings— Gracious God ! 

That thou should'st sit upon thy mercy-seat, 245 

Nor bare thy arm to vengeance ! Who is he 

That, to the evils of this murderous war. 

Dares authorize, and league with British arms 

The horrid scalpiog«knife and tomahawk 

Of Savages? What being civilized 2jO 

Would claim alliance with bruulity ? 

Curse on such odious stains on Britain's sons 1 

24&. Methought I heard, ^c. The earl of Suffolk, secreUry 
of state, had more than once vindicated the employment of 
Indians in the American war ; <* for my part, said his lord- 
ship, 18th Not. 1777, *<ivhether foreigners oi; indiaios, which 
the nohle lord has described by the appellation of savages, I 
shall ever think it justifiable to exert every means m our 
power to repel the attempts of our rebellious subjects. I am 
clearly of opinion that we are fully justified in using every 
means which God and Nature has put into our hands." Jl. 
mon, X. 25 ; and again p. 48, in almost the same words ; and 
compare p. 82; and lord Denmore declared, << that he hearti- 
ly wished more Indians were employed ; that they were by 
no means a cruel people ; that thev never excercised the scalp- 
ing-knife, or were guilty of a bar1>arity, btU byway ofttriking 
terror into their enemies, and by that mean* putting an endtoiM 
further effunon of bloods lb, 100 ; so attorney-general Thur- 
low, viii. 50 ; and lord North, viii. 360. These sentiments 
roused^the whole indignation of the British Chatham, and he 
gave vent to his feelings in that burst of eloquence, which the 

5oet has- endeavoured to put into metre. See the speech in 
ieishamU Hist, G, ill. ii. 327^-^332 .• and JUfe offVashing- 
ton, iii. 317-9 ; and jilmon, x. 10. 47-8 74. Compare Mr. 
Burke's speech upon this subject^ Almon, viii. 348 — 350 
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Where are those principles thai dignify 

The British soldier ? Where that pomp* and pride. 

That ciicumstance of glorious war, which makes 255 

Ainbition yirtue ? Where, O Senators ! 

That noble seQse of honour ? Can this sense 

Consist with plunder, and a murderer's yiews ? 

As Christian* and as human kind forbear 

This horribl^ barbarity : the mind 2M 

Of man at such avowal stands aghast. 

Whatl Call it principle to use the means 

That God, and Nature put into our hands ! 

Can God* and Nature sanction massacre ? 

Can God, and Nature claim affinity 265 

With torture, murder, scalps, and tomahawks? 

Ye sacred Priests! whose pure unsullied hands 

Abstain from hnman blood; who teach mankind ' 

To trace thefoot^steps of their heayenly guide, 

Aod mercy love with justice ; vindicate 270 

The laws^ and doctrines of insulted Heaven. 

Ye ermin'd Judges ! interpose the rights 

Of nature, and of man : Defend, support 

The justice of your country from this spot. 

This suin most horrible. Ye Senators ! 275 

Who Honour's, and who Virtue's laws obey \ 

Revere your dignity, and imitate 

The bright exemplar of your noblcf sires. 

And thou blest Genius of our favoured isle ! 

I here invoke thy aid to vindicate 280 

The nation's character. Should this foul deed. 

This worse than Popish cruelty pollute 

The British name, and annals, Spain herself 
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lo barbarous iohumaniiy, and gQiU 

Will boast tto looger her pro««miiienco. S85 

ahB loot'd bar blood-kounds 'gainst the wretched 

sons 
Of scorching Mtxick s we more ruthless far 
Arm erott hell-hoonds 'gainst our countrymen. 
Our countrymen who staird endear'd to us 
By every tie that binds humanity. 296 

Weak as I am, and now adTaacM in years. 
My duty and my conscience bade me vent 
My deep abhorrence of sqch cursed deeds* 
Once more then, Britons I. ere it be too late 
Conciliate your brethren ( let the base 20^ 

And ?Uer passions of the human mind 
Be purg'd, and cleau'd away ; let gratitude 
For their past services be uppermost 
In all your hearts i end may that liberty. 
Which Heaven's first charter ratified to man, 300 
Spread like the scriptural vine its sheltering leavesi 

296. And tfiier passu>H4 |*o. •^^* Will you^punish them for 
the madness you have occasioned ? RatKer let prudence and 
temper come first from this side. I will undertake for Ame- 
rica that she will follow the example. There, are two lines 
in a ballad of Prior's, of a man's behaviour to his wife, so- 
applicable to you and your Cblonie^^ that I cannot help re- 
peating them : ' 

" • Be to her faults a little blind : 
Be to her virtues very kind.' "" 
Lord Chatham, an. 1766,i>#6r«r/,iv.''297. See abov« v^r. 
193. ** Mercy cannot do harm ; it will seat the king where 
he ought to be, throned on the hearts of his people ; and 
millions at home and abroad, nf»w employed in obloquy or 
revolt, would pray for him." Almo^y vii. 95. 119-120. See 
the duke of Grafton*s speech", ib. 102^3. 

301 . like the scriptural wrtf— Lord Chatham declared, {9th 
Jan. 1770,) " that liberty was a plant that deserved to be che- 
rished ;• that he loved the tree^ and wished well to every 
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And «faed eternal blessings on mankind !" 

The patriot ended ; but the voice of truth 

Had lost its influence ; for there prevaird 

A hidden power, wbich^ like a talisman, 305 

Lock*d op the intellectual sense, and caus'd 

To«ee with other eyes, and he%r with other ears. 

It is this power, by which the prescient mind 

or wisdom's son foretells the fall of states 

With certain augury 9 it is this power 310 

Which, like the enormous goitre on the ueck 

Of Alpine peasant, preys opon the state. 

Grows with its growth, and dies but with its death. 

Nathless the applauding silence which ensued 

The patriot's voice, spake more than loudest words 

Howardoous> and how long the contest is, 310 

branch of it. That like the vine in the Scripture, it had 
spread from east to west, had emhraced whole nations with 
its branches, and sheltered them under its leaves. That the 
Americans had purchased their liberty ^t a dear rate, since 
th«jr had quitted their native country/ and gone in search of 
freedom to a desart." Debrett, v. 129. 

305. A hidden power, §^c — After the celebrated motion 
of Mr. Dunning, Apr. 6th, 17S0, " that the influence of the 
orown had inereased, was increasing, and ought to be di^. 
minished ;" after the prophetick exclamation of lord Chat- 
hun. May 1771, ** that our whole constitution is giving 
way ;" after the solemn declaration of Mr. Fox, April 1777, 
** that corruption and patronage had overspread the land*- 
that the king's name was frequently prostituted by his mi- 
nisters and that majorities were found to support the 

worst measures with as much alacrity as the best ;" and yet 
no efficient amendment either in church or state being 
tikely to take place, (and this too at a time when the crash 
of kingdoms is resounding on all sides) the reflecting mind 
can omy ponder in silence upon the inevitable consequences 
of things, and perhaps in sorrow exclaim, 

* Venit summa dies, et ineluctabile tempus 
Dardanis.' 
See j^e/c^m, ill. 25—7 ^ Mmon,yu:il9, 
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Twixt conscience and corruption ; *ik tbia contest 

Which gracious Heaven ordainM to be onr guard 

Against encFoacbing crime'^ and 'twill at last 

Preserve the human race ; for art reqmrea 520 

Incessant care and tronble^ oft renewed* 

To gain its purposes, bat nature acts 

With piire simplicity^ and perfect ease. 

Wants no renewal for Ms ever new ; 

'Tis as the orb of day, which» tho' cbscur'd 5Q5 

By passing shadows, hlaces forth again. 

And from the contrast dazzles yet the more. 

This North perceived; and fearfnl of the event, 

For tho* he knew his power, he also knew 

How popular the cause of freedom wa» S30 

To every British bosom, thus aloud 

Instant the eilence braka ; '' O Senators ! 

Under the specious name of Liberty 

ITave faction and ^edition ta'en their stand; 

The press now teems with such licentiousness 335 

That it is time some measure be devised . 

To ijtop the growing evil. You are told 

In pompous eloquence, that should you dare 

To raise the arm of power against the sons 

Of freedom> your weak efforts will redound 340 

To your disgrace, and ruin. What is this 

Sat faction's very voice? And what bat this 

335. Tkepreu now teem, Sre — ^ The libertv of the pr»s," 
md lora North, an. 1774, *' had got to such a height, that 
some measure must he thought on, Ite.*' JOtbrett, yu» ^l* 
See also the recommendataoii ip the kifig** speech, Not. 
i5th, V^. 
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Hath cans'd thole evils that we dow deplore ? 

But be ye Mt dunnay'd ; lei no sock fear 

Enter your breast* i llie force tkat is roq«ir'<l . 345 

To bring back these rebellious oolonies 

To their ofaedieooo^ is so trifial 

It scarce desenres jFOur ootice ; goiU aloae 

Will meet its puaisimeo^ the ioaoccnty 

And loyal to yoar cause will join ti^ir aid^ 350 

343. Hatheaut^dtk^M «wt^iL^<< The seditious spirit of the 
colonies owes its birth to the factions in this house — we 
w€re told we trod on tender ground ; we were bid to expc«t 
disobedience. What was this but telling the AmmcaoM to 
stand out against the law, to encourage their obstinacy 
with the expectation of support from hence V* Mr. Greit- 
ville, an. 1776, DebreU, iv. 292-3. 

345. The forte that is r-equir'd ffd — *« The good of this 
act is, that four or five frigates will do the business without 
any military force." Lord North, an. 1774, Debrett, rii. 
S8 ; see Almon, i. 483. Even Colonel Bar re seems to have 
been led astray upoh this subje<5t. '< I have not a doubt," 
says he, " but a very small part of our stren^h will, at any 
time overpower them." lb, 94v And Genera] Grant de- 
clared, " that he had served in America, that he knew the 
Americans very wellt and ivas certain they would not Jighi ; 
they would never dare (ofaee an English army, and that they 
did not possess anv of the <|ualifi cations n^cessarv to make 
a good soldier." Jlmon, i. 135. (So said Mr. Rigby, 421.) 
In another place the general affirmed, *< that at the head of 
five regiments of infantry, he Would undertake to traverse 
the whole country, and drive the inhalntants from one end 
of the continent to the other." Ufe of Washington, ii. 237. 
See the notes ; and Belsham^ ii. 110-1. Lord Sandwich was 
inspired with the same Mardonian knowledge and con- 
tempt. Belsham, ii. 91. s 

348. Guilt alone — Earl Gower, president of the council, 
contended that, '' in consequence of lord Howe's proclama* 
tion, great numbers had 6oeked to the British standard ; 
numbers were daily coming in ; and without doubt, there 
were a great many loyal persons in all the diiferent parts of 
America, who only waited for an opportunity of claiming 
the protection of the British arms. In fact, the majority of 
the very rebels wished to shake oft* the yoke they so severe- 
ly felt ; they were heartily tired of their new masters ; and 
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Withdraw not then your confidence from men 

Who have lo long enjojr'd it unreproachM^ 

Bot think your honour, and your interests 

Loudly command you to uphold your rights/' 

Thus spake the minister, and ccfnfidence S55 

With wonted complaisance obeyM his voice. 

But confidence is a parisitick plant. 

It seldom fastens on. the virtuous breast, 

having tasted the difference between British liberty and 
American tyranny, they would gladly return to their alle- 
giance, in order to participate of those blessings €nj&yed by 
ihe rest of the subjects of the British government," uilmon, tii. 
99. Truly, my good lord, you seem to have forgotten that 
this was the very oliject they were contending for. 

« The rest of the colonies,'* ^aid lord North, '* will not 
take 'fire at the proper punishment inflicted on th($se who 
have disobeyed your authority." Debrett^vn. 88. 

353. your honottr, and your interests — ** The comrtitu- 
tional authority of this kingdom over its colonies must be 
vindicated, and its laws obeyed throughout the Whole enb 
pire. It is not only its dignity and reputation, but its 
power, nay its very existence depends upon the present mo- 
ment." E. of Dartmouth, Almon, i. 39. The earl of Sand- 
wieh, << as an Englishman^ and a friend to his country, 
could not endure uie thought (of reconciliation upon the 
ground of independence) : he woilld never consent to sub- 
scribe to a doctrine, so derogatory to the honour, so dis- 
graceful to the> character, and so destructive to the interests 
of the country. He would resign every thing sooner than 
accede to it.*'' u^f/ffiow, vii. 15-6. 

357. But confidence ^c — ** I love to be cfxplicitj I can- 
net give thein my confidence ; pardon me, gentlemen, 
bowing to the ministry, confidence is a plant of slow growth 
in an aged bosom ; youth is the season of credulity ; by 
comparing events with each other, reasoning from effects 
to causes, methinks I plainly discover the .traces of an 
over-ruling influence." Chatham, Debrett, iv. 289, 

The ** pliable disposition" of the house of commons was 
complained of by various statesmen. See speeches. of lord 
John Cavendish, and Mr. Fox, Jlmon, vi. 50. 54. The duke 
of Richmond ** boldly affirmed that government was car- 
ried on solely through the means of bribery and corruption ; 
that' all test of public conduct was laid aside, which depend- 
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But 00 the uosouncl trunk it takes deep root. 
Thds Heaven for wisest purposes depriT'd 30O 

The British Senate x>f its intellects ; 
And caus'd them to approve the worst ad?ice> 
And him forsake whocounsdl'd them the best. 
Bat now their crowded squadrons 'gan to leave 
Their hostile ports^ and over ocean's waves 365 

Plough their eventful way, fraught with disgrace. 
And ruin to themselves^ but to mankind 
cd upon freedom of thought, or freedom of acting. The in- 
d^rimmate. support ministers received, to whatever mea- 
sures th^y thought proper to propose, tbongh ever so ruin- 
ous anddestructive, furnished daily proofs of it-«nd nothing 
but the personal virtue of the sovereign prevented this couxw 

tiyfrom a total loss of liberty." Jlmon, vii. 12-3. x. 36-7 

The duke of Grafton contended «< that parliament was led 
blindfolded ; they assented to every thing ministers propos- 
ed; fehev reposed an unlimited confidence in their assurances 
&c." lb, 17. and x. 28. Lord Shelbume condemns in the 
strongest terms *« the shameful subserviency of parliament." 
See Almon, x. 291-2. And in another place he declares *« that 
before this country, or its constitution is recovered that 
corrupt house must be new modelled. It is at present (an. 1778) 
the source of all corruptions and misfortunes ; and if all 
othermcans should fail, the people loia probably ri^e, and drag 
thevr corrupt and venal rem^^entatwa from their seats '* lb 
X. 392. Soon after he calls them " the servile followers of 
the mmistcr ; ready to obey every mandate he thinks pro- 
per to issue ; totally immersed in the deepest and dirfiest 
ways of corruption, and lost to everv sense of their own 
duty, and constitutional importance in the state." 394 — 
Let us hope for the sake of humanity that his lordship did 
not 6nd them quite so bad when he had the honour of hold- 
ing the reins of state. See also sir G. Saville's speech, ^A 
mo»,iii. 251. Mr. Fox says, « that the confidence of the 
nation is placed m their representatives; and if those to 
whom they had given their confidence, should transfer that 
confidence to the minister, they were betrayed not reprc- 
sent€d." SeeBelsham, iv. 405, and 380-1. where Mr. Sheri- 
!J.n^f"y abjures the doctrine of confidence in ministers.*' 
360. Thits ^aven §•<?.— "And Absalom and all the men of 
isracl said; The counsel of Hushai the Archite is better 
L 
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Oestia'd die eternal mandate to falfii. * 
Oh Britain ! Oh my Country ! when will goM, 
And slippery eloquence^ and fraiidfal arts 370 

Cease to beguile thy too obsequious ear ? 
Must misery teach thee wisdom ? Misery 
Will soon arrive, and thou at length be taught 
The b^st of lessons by the worst of means. 374 

than the counsel of Ahithophel. For the Lord had ^pointed 
to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, to the intent that 
the Lord might bring evil upon Absalom." 2 Sam. xvii. U. 
372. Mutt miaery ^c,—** That the spirit of the people," 
■8«d governor Johnatone, '* should so long be deceived by 
their arts and management is to me ast^^nishing. / «/<«// 
ivint oaUently wmt further ealamty, for no reaunrng on the 
certain progress of things in a growiiteg em][»re tan affect 
tieir narrow ntinds." Aimon iii. 28. « The truth is/' sajs 
Washington, '< the people TMSt feel before thev will mP 
lift ofWatkington, v. 93, 
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Meanwhile had- Fame with buge expanded wings^ 
Spread o'er the yasX Atlantick^ wide diffus'd. 
The bitter tale of woe^ that Britain's sons. 
Forgetting British virtue^ had oprear'd 
The blood-stain'd standard of despotick power. 5 
Colambia heard the sound ; but beard unaw'd ; 
Kous'd by that deep interna] sense of rights 
Which Heaven hath planted in the human breast 
To shield it from oppression, her free soul 
Sparo'd all the hostile threats ; she knew that' God 
Never designed man to be a slave ;- II 

She knew that freedom'^ heaveu-clad columns rose 
Up to the fountain of eternal light; 
While itsfirm base immovable was fix'd 
In^earth's adamantine centre- Were her sons 15 
Bat true unto themselves, not all the powers- 
Of all the leagued potentates on the earth 
Could aught avail against them ; 'twas not force. 
But art, intrigue and cunning that she fear'd ; 
L2 



d by Google 



\ Washington, book ▼. 

ese are the weapons that to guard agatott 20 

quires untainted virtue^ and to these 
oppose the firmest bulwark was her care. 
dORg her numerous progeny was 0De» 
far pre-eminent above the rest, 
all tho^e qualities ofmind which grace 25 

}eriour station, that Columbia saw 
him that bulwark, which her fondest hopes 
d scarce expected. In his godlike front 
ideiice and valour had so deep ingrav'd 
:h her respective attribute, that each 30 

] seem to strive for mastery ; at his birth 
sdoni and Virtue did preside, and nam'd 
bappiest hour their ofi^spring, Washington. 
when fond Ilium saw her favour'd chief, 
(ii'd for the battle, down her spacious streets 35 
rch like a God, her bulwark and her joy ; 
joy'd Columbia, when she saw her son 
It to defend hiscountry from her foe. 
rl now she hastened to convene her sons 
aid htr great design ; acd took her stand 40 

Bunker's summit ; whence she call'd so loud. 
It ail the solid continent, from where 
i northern zone wiapt in eternal ice 
ighs at the solar beam, to that fam'd clime 
lere Mammon hath cmbosom'dall his stores, 4-1 
i pours his golden curses on mankind... , 
o' all this vast expanse her solemn voice 
echo'd ; " Sons and Warriours ! Ye who long 
kM up to Britain as another parent ; 
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Who spared bo efforts to defend her cause SO 

From foragn foes, and in that cause to shed 

Your dearest blood ; now learn what recompense 

Proud Briuin deigns return | your rights are spnrn'd^ 

Your laws and constitation, all contemned ; 

And ROW the ocean groans beneath the wei|^l 55' 

Of her throng'd squadrons, come, no longer friends 

But bitterest foes, to check fair freedom's Toice, 

And place the yoke of slavery on your necks. 

My Sons ! But ye will teach the haughty foe 

To know himself, and learn how dire the task. 

To trample down the laws of God and man. 6i 

Haste then, conyene to cooncil, and elect 

Some Qhief for prudence, and for valour fam'd. 

Who in the senate, or the field, may best 

Consult your interest, and your rights defend.^' 65 

She spake; and they to council instant went. 

As when the ocean's hollow waves uprear 

Their foamy tops, siitoln by the boisterous north.; 

The winding shores with all their rocks and caves, 

Lash'd by the billowy horrour, back rebound 70 

The long hoarse bellowings; but when Heaven's spirit 



61. To trample down ^c. — ** The Americans," said Mr. 
Fox, Oct. 1776, *' had done no more than the 
dche against James the second. When James 
the kingdom, the English declared the throne 
ted, and chose another king. When the lat4 
wer^ passed against the Americans, they were 
anatchy ; they declared we had abdicated the 
and therefore' they were at liberty to choose a 
l^or themselves. " Jlmon, vi. 44. 
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Breathes its 'ambrosial odours- o'er the deep. 
The sileQt waves scarce ruffled, hardly give 
The solar beam to play its dazzly sport ; 
So when C^lambta urg'd; foir freedomi sous 75^ 

In council to coDvener the earth around 
Groau'd underneath their feet, and all the air 
MaddenM in tumult. But when Franklin rose. 
At whose right hand sat Wisdom clothed in light. 
And round whose head a bla^e of vivid flame 80 
Play'^d harmless, mute attention, still as night. 
Held all the listening throng, and thus he spake; 
'^ Columbia's offspring ! Ye who wont to boast 
Of British blood, that uncontaminate 
Flow'd through your swelling veins, now boast no 
more ; S5 

Britainr is sold to gold ; the wealth of Ind, 

86. the wealth of Ind^ ^c. — " For some years past," said 
lord Chathain^ Jan, 1770, " there has been an in^ux of 
wealth into this country, which has been attended with ma- 
ny /ato/ consequences, because it has not been the regular, na- 
tural pt^uce of labour and industry. The riches of Asia have 
been poured in upon us, and have brought with them net 
only Asiatic luxury, but, I fear, Asiatic principles of govern- 
ment. Withcmt connections, without any natural interest in thi 
toil, the importers of foreign gold, have forced their way into 
parliantent, by such a torrent of private corruption, as no pri- 
vate /hereditary fortune could resist.'* Debrett, v. 153-4 ; s'ce 
also p. 356, where his lordship speaks of the detestation in 
which he holds ** the lofty Asiatic plunderers of Leadenhall- 
street/' Even lord North complains of the *« oiffcers of the 
Company, who, for want of proper laws, disobeyed their 
masters, and thereby, <is suddenly as exorbitantly, 'increased 
their own finances ; a conduct which might hazard the loss 
of those dominions to this kingdom ; might ruin the country 
and make the English hated by the peoole over whom they ty- 
rannised.** J xn. 1772 Debrett, xIIj8. 
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Weaitfa not the produce of Industrious toii. 

But the effect of wide*extehded power« 

Has pourM upon her such a sweeping deluge 

Of laxurjj and corruption, that unless 90 

There be applied some speedy reinedyj 

The state its^f must fall beneath its weight. 

Tis this corruption which hath overspread 

The British senate with its noisome fumes. 

And hath so blinded the intellectual sense 95 

That they no longer see with reason's eye. 

Of a similar opinion to lord Chatham was sir G. SaviUe, 
/(/.256; Mr. Burrell, Id. 28S. See sir Will. Meredith's opi- 
nion. Id. 482-4 ; the attorney-general Thurlow's, 509, 510 ; 
col. Burgoyne's, DebreU, vii. 57. The prodigious corruption 
and the destructive inilaence upon the borough system, 
tliathave almost overwhelmed the nation from this unnatu- 
ral influx of Indian wealth, are admirably pourtrayed by 
the carl of Shelhurne, April 1777, Almon, vii. 86, 87. See 
Behfiom, i. 228, note; 401; viii. 129; Almon, v. 187.201. 

Well might Mr. Burke prophecy, an. 1773, that thiscouf^ 
try will hove reason to curse the Inaies;" DebreU^ vi. 479. It 
has cu)*sed them ; it does curse them ; they have been the 
cause, direct or indirect, of changing the British character; 
instead of the sturdy oak, we see too frequently the bending 
willow; instead of that firm and steady upholder of the best 
principles of the British constitution, we find the victim of 
luxury and the suppliant tool of power ; where are we now 
to search for the old English country gentleman, him who 
had << a natural interest in the soil," a feeling indigenous to 
his country ? He has been driven by Asiatick luxury, and 
Asiatick taxation from his house and home, he has sought 
ibr refuge in towns and cities^ he has been forced to let the 
domains of his ancestors, where his name had been revered 
for generations, to purse-proud Begums and time<serving 
Nabobs. And what has the country gaineid by this exchang^ 
Taxes and luxury. What has it lost, and'is daily losing ? 
its rights, its libelfles, and its feelings. 

'A ^t\»jQp^Mtrta, Jmu^tu oXtr. 

%. no longer see jrc... Mr. Burke << compared the house 
*f commons to a dead senseless mass, which had neither 
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Nor hear th« voice of Uruth« but madly steer 

The vest el of tbe aUte upon the roeks 

Of civil war. What bate iogratitudo 

For all the treaaarea that ye have eoasum^d 100 

For all the blood that yo hai^e shed for them. 

And for tbcir intereat&! Wheo did ye refaso 

Freely to graat,. at en beyoikd your power^ 

Your coDtribniiooa to defend their trade i 

This all their naerchaRta kaow^ and feei tbe truthi 

sense, soul, or activity, bot m it derived them from the 
MMiiJter/' Aknon, i. 14. 

*• The Americans,** said lord Shelbome, <)ct. i775> 
*'i^g^ from facts. They have seen an uniform lurking spi* 
vit of despotism pervading everv administration. Ithaspre- 
vaUed over the wisest, and most constitutional counsels; ii 
Kas precipitated us into the most perhictoos of adl wars; t 
warw;th our brothers, o«r friends, and our fellow-fi^ 
jects.'* .^kmon, v. 19. 

100-4. for all the treasure* ^c.—See Dr. Franklin's Es»- 
mination, an. 1766, J^ebretf, iv. 326.339> fee. and 208, &c. 
J^fe of ffoikington, ii. 109 ; ^fynojt, i. 140. 248. 37,7—^1. 
See causes of American discontents ; and letter concernii^ 
th« gratitude of America, Frmiklln^s Werks, i. 251. ^ 
and p. 36S ; Mamsay, i. 63-4. 1C3-6. 169. 

Onthe22d Jan. 1756, His Majesty sent tbe following 
message to the house of commons : *' His Majestjr k^i^i 
sensible of the zeul and vigewr with which htsjak^l^^ 
jects, of certain colonies \n North America, have exert** 
themselves in defence of his Majesty's just rights andp**' 
sessions, recommends it to this house to take me same ia^ 
thair consideration, and to enable His Majesty to give theft 
such assistance as mav be a proper reward and encourag*" 
ment.** Debrett, iii. 263. 258-9. 432 ; iv. 134. 

105. and feel the truth ^c — Sec the petition of *h«M^ 
don merchants, and from various other towns, in 17*^] 
Debrett, iv. 319—322; and 1775, Ahnon. h 104. 169. I-ord 
Chatham estimated the profits to Gre« Britain frOB* ^ 
American trade, at two millions a year, lb. 295. «« You have 
not a loom, nor an anvil, (said col. Barre,) but whatis 
stamped with America ; it is the main prop of your trade- 
Tb. vii. 94. Mr. Burke « compared the situation of Aib^«* 
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And justice of your caate. Wb«nce then ihe fteedl 106 

Tol»ic« yoor Cretiures from your willing breistt ; 

Unless it i>e to opbold the worst dett^n^ 

The most despotick of allpriiiciplea» 

in 1774^ to a funeral ; trade and commerce were pall-bear- 
ers; the merchants and traders chief mourners; the West 
Indian and African merchants closed the procession." Ah- 
mn, i. 6. See x. 379. 

107; To force your treasures &c Dr. Franklin, in that 

]cddMrated tract, (tdiich is said to have excited such hatrtd 
in a certain breast,) called, Huies for reducing a great Em- 
fire to a small one, has thus written ; viii. '* If when you 
are engaged in war, your colonies should vie in liberal aids 
of Bten and money against the common enemy, upon your 

simple requisition, and give far beyond their abilities re- 

^ftect that a penny taken from them'byyour power, is more 
h(mourable to you than a pound presentcd^by their bcnevo- 
lene*-; iiespUe therefore their voluntary grants, and resolve 
*oharrass them with novel taxes. They will probably com- 
fltin to your parliament that they are taxed by a body in 
^ch they have no representative, and that this is contrary 
^ common right. They will petition for redress. Let the 
pwliament flout their claims, reject their petitions, refnse 
^evcn to suffer the reading of them, and treat the petitions 
with the utmost contempt. — Nothing can have a better cf- 
^*ctin producing the alienation proposed; for, though ma- 



can forgive injuries, none ever forgave contempt,' 
''nklin's Work?, i. 346-7. See BeMam, ii. 55. 



W9. The most despotick ^c. — " The idea of a virtual re- 
f^entation of America in this house, is the most contemp- 
*w>lc idea that ever entered into the head of a man — it does 
•W deserve a serious refutation. The commons of America, 
i^presented in their several assemblies, have ever been in 
possession of the exercise of this, their constitutional right, 
^giving and granting their own monev. They icould have 
*W« shve* if they had not enjoyed ii.'' Lord Chatham, Be- 
«^««, iv. 291. See lb. 309. 318-9; andlord Camden's speech, 
^oted before, 364; gov. PownalPs, 493; lord§helbume's, 
jjJWw, V. 66. See Albany papers, Franklin's tforks, i. 120, 
*^.; and p. 249. American Declaration of Rights, JUfe of 
^n. 212, &c.; 112. 115. 136.240. This complaint is of very 
oU sUnding, See Life ofW. i. 223-4. 305. 340-1. 

\be humility of* the ministers in 1778, compared with 
*neir former arrogance, is an instructive proof of the neccs- 
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To tax wkere it no Mpreientelive ? 1 10 

Have ihey redreit'd one grievanct ? Hgjt they not 
Pats'd their detpotkk laws to drag of hence 
By force and Tiolence to be condemn^ 

sity that wisdom shoald preside over the afiairs of a great 
kinsdom. See BeUham^ ii. 363-4. 

111. Have they redret^d &c. — ^''To the petition which 
Mr. Penn delivered into the hands of the earl of Dartmouth 
on the 1st of Sept. 1775^ he was, after a short interval, in- 
Ibrmed that * no answer would be ^iven !"* Beis/iam, ii. 152. 
** How did we treat America (sajd lord Chatham) } Peti- 
tions rejected ; complaints unanswered ; dutiful representa- 
tions treated with contempt ; an attempt to establish despot- 
ism on the ruins of constitutional liberty ; measures to en- 
force taxation by the point of the sword." Mmon, x. 76. See 
lAfeqffV. ii. 273, note ; 472-3 ; Kamsay i. Ul. 346. 

112. laws to drag us kgnce — i. e. bv reviving the ohgplete 
statute of the 35th of Henry Vlll. . «« But to include, by a 
forced*and preposterous construction, the colonies of North 
America in the scope of this statute was certainly a most 
unparalleled perversion of la wand justice.'* Belsham,i\. 12. 
See also the Act for the impartial administration of justice 
in Massachusetts Bay, lb. 54. Compare Ramsay, i. 107-^. 
LafeofW. ii. 159.170. note; 195. 

The celebrated " Prussian Edict," written by Dr. Frank- 
lin in ridicule of these laws, concludes in* thes^ words— 
" And all persons in the said island are hereby cautioned 
not to oppose in any wise the execution of this our ediqt, or 
any part thereof, such opposition being high treason ; of 
which all who are suspected shall be transported in fetters 
from Britain to Prussia, there to be tried and e.xecuted ac- 
cording to the Prussian law. 

Such is our pleasure." 
Franklin's Works, i. 321. See 314. 352-3 ; DebretOs Deb. t. 
21-2. 54-5. 67. Mr. Burke mentioned ** with horror, the idea 
of tearing a man from his family and friends the other side 
the Atlantick, and tearing his heart out in Smithfield, styl- 
ing it the heart of a traitor, because he would not believe in 
virtual representation, and because he would not believe 

that America was part of the manor of Greenwich." M- 

mon, i. 168; ii. 82; lord Camden's speech; and vii. lU, 
Lords* Deb. where is an abstract of American sufferings. 
So viii. 140. 
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At foreign coarta by juries prejodicM ? 

Sorely the governed cao themseWes best jodge^ 115 

That which is best^ because they feel their ilJs^ 

And feeling know the appropriate remedy. 

Where have they shown their mercy ? Where refus'd, 

Wiih more than Indian barbarity. 

To vote a famine to their kindred blood ? 120 

And yet they offer pardod ; pardon whom ? 

115. can ikermelvei best judge, 4rc. — "That the people in 
the colonies, who are to ^el the immediate mischiefs of in- 
vasion and conquest bj an enemy, in the loss of their estates, 
Hves and liberties, are Ukelv to be better judges of the quan- 
tity of forces necessary to oe raised and maintained ; forts 
to be built and supported ; and of their own abilities to bear 
the expense ; than the parliament of England at so great a 
distathce." Albany papers, Franklin^a Works, i. 122-3. — 
"Those that feel can best judge." Dr. Franklin in his Ex- 
amination, Debrett, iv. 3S0. 

" There is no great reason (said lord Talbot) to imagine 
that those who choose a form of government for themselves, 
win be mistaken in their choice.** Bebrett's D^b, i. 194-5. 
See iv. 494. 309. 

118. WTiere have they shown their mercy ? &c. — By the bill 
to restrain the fishery of New England, Mr. Burke said, 
" you sentence to famine at least 300,000 people in two pro- 
vinces." Mmon, i. 297. See ?93. 303; the Protest of the 
Lords, ii. 99—102 ; iii. 242; Mr. Fox's speech, v. 93 ; lord 
Camden's; and X. 30-1. 

121. And yet they offer pardon ; — Lord Camden consid- 
ered the commission given to lord and sir William Howe, 
for granting pardons to the Americans, as << an insult on 
their understanding." Almon, vii. 117, Lords. And Doctor 
Franklin, in his answer to lord Howe, July 30, 1776, writes 
thus ; ** Directing pardons to be offered to the colonies, 
who are the very parties injured ; expresses indeed that 
opinion of our ignorance, baseness, and insensibility, which 
your uninform^ and proud nation has long been pleased to 
entertain of us ; but it can have no other effect, than that 
of increasing our resentments. It is impossible we should 
think of submission to a government, that has, with the 
most wanton barbaritv and crueltv, biwnt out defenceless^ 

' M ■ 
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Meo need no pardon ie Ibnir country's caqse. , 
SJiall ihen an i$W, a spedc upon ibe worlds 

towns in the midst of winter ; ex^^ited the says^es to pfi- 
sacre our peaceful farmers ; and our slaves to murder their 
masters ; and is even now bringing foreign -mtreenaries to 
deluge our settlements with blood." Franklin** Works, \, 
370. Gtn, Washington, in his reply to adjutant-general 
Patterson, said, *' that by what had transpired, their (the 
commissioners) powers extended merely to the granting of 
pardons ; that those who had been guilty of no fault, wanted 
no pardon ; and that they ii^ere only defending what thej 
'deemed their indisputable rights.'* BeUhaniy ii., 250-1. See 
the duke of Manchester's speech, AJmon^ y. 264-5. 

123. an isle, a speck &.c. — " If you look on the map of the 
globe, and view Great Britain and North America, and 
compare the extent of both ; if you consider the soil, the 
harbours, rivers, climate, and increasing population of the 
latter ; nothing but the most obstinate blindness and par- 
tiality, can prevail on any man to entertain a serious opinion, 
that such a country will long continue under subjection to 
this." E. of Coventry, Aknon, v. 184. " A war, (said the 
duke of Manchester) carried on against a part of our fellow- 
subjects, whose numbers, at least, equal a fifth of the whole, 
and who in extent of country so far exceeds the size of Bri- 
tain, that the comparison of her is but as a speck in the disk 
of the sun.*'/6. 25S. Seeii. 40-1. "It is impossible, (said lord 
Camden,) that this petty island can continue in dependence 
that mightv continent, increasing daily in numbers, and 
strength." li. 85. See iii. 245. 

But Mr. Hartley has set this subject in the clearest point 
of view; *• Whatever superintending power or controula 
parent state may be entitled to, in the infancy of any colonj, 
a* for the common good of any such colony in its infancy; 
yet the ultimate end of all colonization is, and ought to be, 
to establish kindred and derivative communities into perfect 
societies, in the fulness of population, settlement, prosperi- 
ty, and power. — These colonies, under the auspicious and 
fiiendly eye of the parent-state, have at length out-grown 
the imbecility of their infant state, and approach to the ma- 
turity of settlement and population, and all the arts of life, 
and thereby are become capable of that glorious inheritance 
of perfect freedom, which their parent-state has in former 
times rescued out of the hands of tyrants, with a view to 
assert it for the common good and use of mankind, and par- 
ticularly to transmit it entire to their own descendants." — 
Almon, vii. 206. See Rammi/, i. 336. 
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Gire laws and taxes to a contioenl? 

Insular habits bate sb fKHl^d their sense^ 123 

1f*hat, like some South -sea islel8> they nor see^ 

Nor know beyond their narrow horiaon. 

Bat think not that the nation joins their caose ; 

No! They with ChathM), Savilie^ Uockinghtm, 

And the chosen list of patriots firmly knit, 130 

Boldly eicpres^ their hopes that TioleHce 

128. But think not that the nation &.c. — ** I am persuaded 
the body of the British people are our friends ; but they are 
changeable, and by your lying gazettes may soon be made 
our enemies.*' Franklin's tVorksy i. 555. The people of £ng- 
tand are, indeed, too frequently deluded by the arts of so- 
phistry, and too much borne down by the pressures of tax- 
ation, but their hearts are bottomed on soundnesa and integ- 
iky; and like that glorious* orb which scatters the mi^ts of 
their atmosphere, so they sooner or later never fail to dis- 
perse the vapours of delusion. 

Compare the spirited address, remonstrance, and petition 
of the city of London to the king, April 10, 17t5, Jimon, 
ii,178. 

** Respecting general opinion, (said gov. Johnstone,] I 
stin go further; I maintain Ihat the sense of the best and 
wisest men in this country is on the side of the Americans ; 
that three to one in Ireland are on their side ; that the sol- 
diers and sailors feel an unwillingness to the sen'ice ; that 
you never will find the same exertions of spirit in this, as 
m other wars. I speak it to the credit of the fleet and army; 
they do not like to butcher men, whom the greatest charac- 
ters in this country consider as contending in the glorious 
cause of preserving those instittitions whicn are necessary 
to the happiness, security and elevation of the human mind.*' 
-&e. Almen, iii. 24-5. 

** I am confident, (said the hon. T. Luttrell,) as well from 
the intelligence I have been able to procure from a multitude 
of persons, widely different in station and description, as by 
my own remarks in the progress of many a journey througK 
thcjnterior of this island, during the summer season, that 
the sense of the mass of the peopk ii in favour of America." 
&c. Almon, iii. 32. See 101.2S3-4. 438-9; Debrett.Y. 93-4. 

131. that violence &c. — The M. of Rockingham, Jan. 22, 
)770, observed y ''that in America, measures of violence' 



d by Google 



\2» WASHINGTON, book t. 

Nor bert, nor there will profit aoght to good* 
Then be ye not dismayed ; your cause is just. 
And Hea?en, which in its goodness has poslpon'd 
This dire attempt against yonr liberties IS5 

Till yooVe full-grown in vigoor, and in arms. 
That Heaven will crash the swollen threats of men. 
And crown Colnmbia's efforts with success. 
What tho' their fleets and armies crowd the main ; 
What tho* their German mercenaries, bought 140 

iMkd been adopted, and it had been the uniform language 
and doctrine of the ministry to force that country to sufx* 
mit. That, in his opinion, violence would not do there, and 
be hoped it would not do here." DehreUj v. 147. 

136. Till you^ re full-grown 3tc •« We gratefully acknow- 
ledge, as signal instances of divine favour towards us,- that 
bis providence would not permit us to be called into this 
severe controversy, until we were grown up to our present 
strength, had been previously exercised in warlike opera- 
tion, and possessed of the means of defending ourselves.'' 
Life ofJV, li. 287. This very declaration is objected to them 
by lord Mansfield, Almon, v. 167. See Mr. Wilkes's speech, 
A'mon, iii. 219, 220. 

140. German mercenaries, ^-^Set the various treaties with 
^e duke of Brunswick; the landgrave of Hesse Cassel; 
hereditary prince of Hesse Cassel, &c. Jlmon, in. 287 — 300, 
&.C. with the subsequent speech. The right hon. T. Towns- 
bend gives a curious description of those troops : he says ; 
*• they were enlisted in the Hans Towns, which were knqwn 
to be the asylum of all the rogues and vagabonds of the rest 
#f Germany; men who had fled their respective countries 
for their crimes. When such men, therefore, came to serve 
in America, to suppose that they would fight cordially for 
this country, and tor its right, was folly and absurdity in the 
extreiAe." &.c. lb. 493. 

Lord Shelburne alluding«to a negotiation for 20,000 Rus^ 
ftians ; ** There are powers in Eurojpe, (says his lordship) 
who will not suffer such a body of Russians to be trans^ 
ported to America. I speak from information. The minis- 
ters know what I mean. Some power has already interpos- 
ed to stop the success of the Russian negotiation.'* Jlmon, 
V. 69-70. See 131. 187-8. 264. 
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At hamao shambles, join their oe^ioas cause ? 

If justice be not with them, tblBy must fail. 

Fear ye them not, but as the traveller, 

Dreadless of danger, from the mountain top. 

Views the fork'd lightoidg play beneath his feet, 

And hears the growling thunder; sa^iall ye, 146 

From freedom's heaTen-clad summit, undismayed. 

View the frail efforts of expiring power. 

It has been qoestion'd, what your numbers are? 

What capable of arms ? Your revemie ? 150 

Your present taxes, aiKl capacity 

To bear still more } Poor foolish men ! to think 

** You have ransacked (said Jord Chatham) every corner 
of Lower Saxony ; but 40,000 German boors never can 
conquer ten times the number of British freemen : they 
may ravage; they cannot conquer." vii. 93. And- again; 
" They (the ministers) have gone to Germany ; they have 
sought the alliance and assistance of every pitiful, beggarly, 
insignificant, paltry German prince, to cut the throats of 
their loyal, brave, and injured brethren in America. They 
have entered into mercenary treaties with those human 
butchers, for the purchase and sale of human blood. But, 
my lords, this is not all : they have enter ed into other trea- 
ties. They h^ve let the savages of America loose upon their 
innocent, inoffending brethren; loose upon the weak, the 
aged and defenceless ; on did men, women, and children ; 
upon the very babes upon the breast, to be cut, mangled, 
sacrificed, broiled, roasted, nay, to be literally eat. These, 
my lor^s, are the allies Great Britain now has ; carnage, 
desolation, and destruction, wherever her arms are carried, 
is her newly adopted mode of making war. Our ministers 
have made alliances at the German shambles ; and with the 
barbarians of America, with the merciless torturers of their 
species : where thev will next apply, I cannot tell. '* &c. jil- 
mon, X. 9-10. See iv. 134- ; BeMam, ii. 188-9.326-7. 

U9. If has been questioned, &c — See the Examination of 
Dactor Franklin, Dcbrett, iv. 324. 336 ; and Franklns 
>farifcj,i. 260. 282. 
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That freedom^s cause e'er rested for support 

On rereoae, or Uxes*; fireedom's cause 

Rests on the centre of eternity. 155 

PlacM by the Maker near the throne of light ;*' 

Thunders of acclamation stopp'Sl the sage. 

With peal on peal reiterate, nntil 

At length he thus ; " But what your numbers are. 

The justice of your cause may best inform. 160 

If all your foes were tenfold multiplied^ 

And you yourselves divided in ten parts. 

One single part^ in freedom's potent cause. 

Would gain an easy victory o'er their whole ;" 

The skies again re-echoed loud acclame, . 165 

And thus again the sage ; '^ Colombians ! 

Tell them your taxes, and your revenue 

Flow in your free-born veins; while ye have blood, 

Ve will not hesitate to spill that blo6d 

For freedom, and your country. What ! shall we 

Who with unwearied patience have endur'd 17 L 

Toils, dangers, famine, and the savage brute. 

And still more savage Indtan ? Say, shall we 

Who sought for freedom in a wilderness. 

So far forget our nature, and our rightsi 17 j 



153. Tkat fretdonCi cause &c — '* Though the colonists 
were without discipline, they possessed native valour. Tho' 
they had neither gold nor silver, they possessed a mine in^ 
the enthusiasm of their people. Paper for upwards of two 
years, produced to them more solid advantages, than Spain 
derived from her super-ahounding precious metals," &c. See 
Ram:ay,\. 199; ii. 101 ; and the marquis of Lansdowne's 
observaktion upon the French enthusiasm, Bels/tam, v. 130-1. 
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As to yield every blessing at the nod 

Of.arbitrary power ? Snch were a deed 

That even brutes would spam ; no spotted pard 

Koeels to his kindred spots ; no lion bends 

To bis own semblance. No ! 'Tis man alone i$0 

Subserves bis fellow- weakness, and by words 

False, .and deceitful, shields hit cowardice 

Under high«soandiug titles. Man should ser?e 

Those laws, and constitution, which alone 

Himself approves and shares. Be ye such men, 185 

Think of your noble fathers; and reflect 

How dear they bought those charters, and those 

rights. 

Which unpolluted have come down to you. 

Let us transmit their purchase and their fame. 

By power unfettered, and from shackles free 190 

To our expectant sons. On this day's deed. 

Millions unborn depend ; posterity 

With all its blessings wait the patriot act : 

But if we tamely bow our suppliant necks 

To arbitrary power, incessant curse ^195 

189. Let us transmit &c. — See the animated resolutions of 
the county of Suffolk in Massachusetts, ** whereas this, 
then savage and uncultivated desert, was purchased by the 
toil and treasure, or acquired by the blood and valour of 
those, our venerable progenitors'; to us they bequeathed 
the dear-bought inheritance ; to bur care and protection 
they consigned it ; and the most sacred obligations are up- 
on 'us, to transmit the glorious p«rchase, unfettered by 
power, unclogged with shackles, to our innocent and be- 
loved offspring. On the fortitude, on the wisdom, and on 
the exertions of this importaet day, is suspended the fate of 
this new world, and of unl>orn roiHidns. '* Life of W. ii. 209^ 
227 ; and v. 188-9. See Rmmaif, K 7, &.c. > Jlmon^i. 95. 
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Will load our blasted memories', until 

The 8treu|,iUelf of time shall be abiorb'd 

In tbe fsJRcean of eternity. 

What if our towns^ and cittes are consumM ? 

Cities comsum*d may yet be bnilt again ; 200 

But freedom lost, man's better moiety. 

Like the fair flower that's trodden underfoot 

Scarce holds a semblance of its former self. 

But 'lis not, O Columbians ! for your valour 

That Franklin trembles ; 'ti^ that base intrigue, 205 

That curs'd corruption, which too soon will pour 

Its Stygianr torrent o'er your fertile soil. 

O guard against that serpent race of men 

Who offer you their gold j with loyalty. 

And virtue, honour, ever in their mouths ; 210 

But in their hearts the basest of designs. 

The black design to rob you of your rights: 

Better by far to die ; for what is death 

199. JVhat if our towns ^ fitc. -** Our house (said Mr. Gads- 
den) being constructed of brick, stone, and wood, though 
destroyed, may be rebuilt ; but liberty once gone, is lost for 
ever.** Rammy, i. 197. 

205, *ti3 that base intrigue, fitc. — The celebrated, Joseph 
Reed replied to a corrupt oifer of one of the British com- 
missioners ; ** I am not worth purchasing, but such as I 
am, the king of Great Britain is not rich enough to do it;** 
and the Congre'ss, upon this information, and thfe commis- 
sioners* letters being communicated, resolved, '* that the 
same cannot but be considered as direct attempts to corrupt 
their integrity, and that it is incompatible with the honoar 
of Congress to hold any manner of correspondence, or in- 
tercourse with the saiii George Johnstone, esq. especially 
to ne;;otiate with him upon affairs, in which the cause of 
liberty is interested. ** 7/amoaf/, ii. 78. See 79 ^ Life ofW- 
iii. 429, 430 ; iv. 10 ; Almon, v. 232. 
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When his compared with lots of libetty I 

He dies a daily death, who lives a slave. 915 

Tis against these your free, and open hearts 

Cannot be too well guarded : 'Tis to these 

YoQ must oppose some rock of firm defence. 

Some chosen chief who reigns in every bVeasi, 

Whom virtue, and ^hom wisdom mark their own. 

But Heaven, Columbians! e?en now befriends 2tlt 

Our yiriuous cause ; let each man search his heart. 

And there he'Jl find a name so deep ingimv'd. 

As needs no tongue of mine to utter it ; 

A name, which as their father's, all revere.** 225 

lostaDt the elect rick pass'd thro^ every breast. 

And all the earth rebounded, ' Washington !' 

Angels look'd down, and sanctified the name. 

As the chaste virgin fo the constant youth. 

Who gains her heart, yields up her trembling hand, 

Scarse knowing what she doth, while o'er her form 

The crimson virtue spreads its glowing charms; 252 

So when the chieftain hears the greeting sound. 

Rapt in his native modesty and worth. 

He scarce believes that what be hears is real» 235 

Scarce knows himself, but as the Roman chief. 

Obedient to his senate's awful voice. 

With pleasing sadness left his furrow'd field 

To assume the reins of empire) and defend 

His menac'd country; so Columbia's chief, 240 

Half willing, half unwilling, to the call 

Of his much injur'd country yields assent. 

Full well he knew how arduous was the task ; 
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Full oft be tbooght bow feeble his own powers : 

Bol rain was all remonstrance, for as oh 2i5 

As he e^89y*d to crxpress his modest fears. 

So oft the jojfoas skies reflected back 

The lengthened acclamations; but at laH 

Stroggliitg In gratitude^ his swollen heart 

Wich didicnlty tba» fonnd utterance ; 250 

** Friends, Lovers, Countrymen ! If gratitude 

Were just requital for your high regards. 

My labouring breast emboldens me to say 

I would not be found wanting ; but the State 

Something far greater seeks than gratitude ; 255 

Judgment to guide, with prudence to foresee. 

Impartial justice, and discernment quick. 

Continued perseverance, fortitude. 

Assiduous attention to a vast 

Variety of things, with patience . ?^ 

Amidst unnumber'd sufierings, nor least 

That dignity of name and character 

Which stamps the owner great, and rises far 

Superiour to envy ; but these boons 

Fall to the lot of few, and how much les9 265 

To one whom cares domestick occupy 

And his paternal farm! too well I know 

251. Friendi, Lovers, &c. The reader may see the mod- 
est answer of Washington to the president of Congress upon 
his being appointed commander in chief, in his Life, ii.29^. 

&c. Compare ii- 93; v. 834 841. where his character is 

well delineated. See also the dedication of the work to lord 
liansdowne : and preface, xvi ; iii. 365 note. On his love 
of retirement Washington is particularly urgent. Sec v. 4^ 
182. 195. 202-4. 543.767; Ramsay, ii, 345-6. &c. 
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How feeble are my powers ; top much I fear 

The sad result of plaus, that would require 

The deepest ken of penetratioo's eye. 270 

Bnt/tis Dot mine to disobey the voice 

Of my dear country, for to that we owe. 

As to a parent, all we -hold most dear. 

Oar life the least ; may then that parent's love 

Pardon my failures, and set right my steps 275 

Where'er the dark, and intricate of things 

Obscure the forward path ; and may that Being, 

Whose mercy shines benignant o'er our clime. 

Direct my efforts to his deslin'd good ?** 

The chieftain ended, and Columbia's sous 280 

Scarce heard the cheering sound, than in loud shouts; 

''Hail! Chieftain! hail I Columbia's saviour, hail ! 

'Tis to thy wisdom, and thy potent arm 

We willing trust ourcause^ and long may Heaven 

Preserve the sacred life of Washington ! 285 

Here stop, my muse ! to observe yon generous youth. 

Whose downy cheeks (he bloom of health adorns ; 

Whose virtuous mind, with genuine glory fir'd. 

Streams from his swollen eyes. See where he stands 

Close by his country's guardian. Noble youth ! 

Thou too shalt be Columbia's future joy ; 29-1 



284. ckTfd long may Heaven &c.— " All that remains is, l[says 
an address to Washington,) that we join in your fervent 
supplications for. the blessing of Heaven on our country, 
and that we add our own for the choicest of those b1esding» 
on the most beloved of our citizens.*' lAfe ofW. v. 294. 
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Her glory, and her pride; Yes! JeSerson! 
The cause of freedom, abd the cause of man. 
Shall not to Ihy protection trast in vain ; 
Tboo too shalt be another Washington. 2d5 

Meanwhile the hostile squadrons, urg^d by fate, 
Made their descent on Boston's warlike shores; 
Such was the heavenly will ; for thro' the extent 
Of M Colombia, scarce was there a spot 
Where freedom's altar bbz'd with brighter flame : 
No ! not Virginia's ardent sonl ont-siript '301 

The energies of Boston. Here fate will'd 
The British squadrons to fulfil their doom. 
And work the work of Heaven in aid of man. 
Here Gage, Cornwallis, Burgoyne, Clinton, Howe, 
Pigot, and Carleton, and some other names, 306 
Which time will lend to history, made descent. 

292. Jefferson ! — The high respect in which Washington 
held this enlightcfned friend of the human race, may be git 
thered from his having placed him at the head of the 3^ 
partment of foreign affairs. And when we add that his couO' 
try has thought him qualified to iill that chair, which was 
once occupied by Washington himself, all further commen- 
dation would be useless. See Lafe of JF. v. 241-. 417-8." 

299. scarce was there a spot &c. — See Ramsay, i. 189, kc. 
Lord North observed, '«that all the disturbances that had 
been in the provinces, or colonies in America, had origina- 
atcd in the town of Boston," &c. Debrett, vii". 70. Mr. Burke 
said, ** The cause of Boston is become the cause of all Ame- 
rica. By these acts of oppression, you have made Boston 
the lord mayor of America.^' Almon^itS. See JUfe of IV. ii. 
151 ; and compare i. 235. 343, &c. 

301. Virginians &c •* Virginia led the way in opposition 

to the Stamp-act." Ramsay, i. 59. 

306. other names, — Such as, Parker, Tarleton, de Heister, 
Grant, Leslie, Grey, Kniphausen, Matthews, Stirling, Per- 
cy, Erskinc, Prescott, Phillips, Reidesel, Frazer, Powell, 
Hamilton, Arbuthnot, O'Hara, Nesbit, Rpss, &c. 



.Digiti 



z,ed by Google 



M»K r. OR LIBERTY RESTORED. \Z7 

Scarce had their feet bnrtbeDM the generous soil, 

Wheit to their wonderiog eyes, the bird of fiite. 

With plama^e jost renewed, tow^r'd to the left 510 

Screaming aloud, and in her talona bore 

Two tijnoh>ii8 doves ; these after various wheels 

Poising herself i& air, she lifeless dropt 

Close to Cornwa1Iis% and to Burgoyne's feet. 

Amazement seized them both ; they knew the omen. 

Bat knew too late, for Heaven had destin'd them 

Its instr^meots in freedom's glorious cause. 317 

Short-sighted Man 1 I^ow often dost thou work 

The work of good, when thy poor narrow soul 

Is bent on nought but evil ! Aad now the time 320 

Approached, when victory and freedom join'd 

Would show the world how little art availed 

And discipline, against the sons of men. 

When vvith one mind resolv'd to guard their rights. 

There was a mount near Boston's sea-lavM walls," 

Which all the coast commanded and the foe. 326 

Here Freedom, and Columbia in one night 

^Rais'd such intrenchments that th' astonish 'd Britons 

^2$. Raised ioek m*rtnckments &e. — « The provincials 
pro4«eded to Breed's hill, (instead of Bunker's hill,) and 
Worked with so much diligence, that between midnight and 
the d^iwn of th% mofming, they had thrown iip a small re- 
doubt about eight rods square. They kept such a profound 
silence that they were not heard by the British, on board 
their vessels, though very near. Thes« having derived their 
first information of what was going on, from the sight of 
the work near completion, ^gan an incessant firing upon 
them. The provincials bore this with firmness, and though 
they we^e only young soldiers, continued to labour till they 
had thrown up a smaU breastwork,** &c. See the account 
of the battle in Ramsaif, i. 201, &c. ^ Life of W. ii. 2*0, &c. 
Bekham, ii. 145. 
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Scarce iBought them real ; but Gage's pierciag eye, 
Soon andeceiv'd, still more admired the skill, S^ 
And science they portray'd. Instant he saw 
His danger, and as instant gave the sign 
Of blood* And now the nitred thunder mixt 
With sulphurous lightning, poor'd their iron hail 
From sea and land upon the sons of men. SS5 

But Freedom saw, and with celestial breath 
Breath'd on the storm, which in the rooted earth 
Whizz*d its averted way. The British chief, 
Inflam'd with rage that Freedom's haughty sons 
Should thus withstand his power, and undismay'd 
Extend their dangerous works, instant resolv'd 341 
To force the intrenchments with his choicest troops; 
This honour, interest, safety, allenjoin'd. 
And thus to Howe he spake ; '* Thou seest the foe, 
How daring his rebellious spirit de6es - 345 

Our distant power ; ^tis time we show our force 
In all its terrours; take some chosen troops. 
And let the horrent bayonet drive thence 
Those fas^ughty rebels : on thy well-known worth 
My firmest hopes rely for prompt success ; S50 

For should the setting sun o'ershade the plains. 
And those proud rebels still retain theii' post. 
Disgrace, and ruin must attend our cause. 
And British valour cease to be the theme 
Of universal praise. Haste then, and crown *d 353 
With welUearn'd laurels may'st thou soon return!" 
Thus spake the chief, and Howe obedient heard. 
And now the British veterans ^gan their march j 
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Destructive march^ the bitter caose of woe 

To fictors as to vauqaish'd ; but scarce reacb'd 560 

Their midway course, when Freedom, who tha day 

Had Warren's form assum'd, thus to her sons 

Exclaim'd aloud 5 " Now is the time arriv'd. 

When all those rights and privileges, for which 

Your noble fathers left their native home, 565 

And came to dwell with saviiges, and brutes. 

Rather than they would forfeit ; which alone 

Make life itself a blessings and endear 

Man to his Maker f these endangered all 

By the iron hand of power, now rest on you, 570 

Pure as you have receivM them from your sires, 

Down to your children to transmit as pure. 

Think that the spirits of those godlike men 

Now look from Heaven on you their chosen sons ; 

Yes; far above the rest are ye now chosen, 575 

To guard the pose of honour, and defend 

Your rights, your laws, your country,, and your God. 

See there the fOe, who, proud of discipline 

And military art, has dar^d to doubt 

Your courage, O Columbians ! But nor fear, 580 

Nor tremble at his threats ; such potent aid 

Havie you in Freedom^ come by Heaven's high will 

Herself to join your cause. Then hear her voice^ 

Be arm'd with terrour, and repel the foe.'' 

379. has dar*d to doubt &.c '' European philosophers 

had published theories, setting forth that not only vegeta* 
^lesand beasts, but that even men degenerated in the west- 
ern hemisphere," &c. Ramsay, i. 193; ii. 33. But cbmpar* 
^en. Conway's speech, Nov. 1775, Abnon^ iii. 20U. 
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She said, and brealh'd such ardour in ttmv breasts, 
That they scarce waited till the boetiie file» 385 
Had reacVd iheintveDcbmeDts ; when no signal gi?eo. 
Sack streams of solphuroiM fire poor'd from the 

mount. 
That their asConiih'd raukt felt^ in foil forces 
The present Deity. Confastoii saw, . ' 390 

Aod urg'd their staggcriojf colanmn; while Dismay, 
And Flight, and Death, with vaat gigantick strides. 
Strewed with the dead, and dymg all the hill. 
As when Vesu?ius' sobterranean wind 
Pours from its yawning crater on manl^nd SM 

Its fiery horrours, while the pitchy smoke 
In vast 6uceesti?e cdumne veils the suit. 
And trembNng man fltes fronr the reddened gleom 
To seek hit safety in the distant plains ; 
So fled the British squadrons from the fire 40lf 

Of Bunker's terrours ; art, and dtscipliae 
Yielded to aitless Taknir ; bui their chiefs 
Brave in an odious cause, and^urg^d by sfaaade. 
Flew thro' the broken rank» wittr eagFe speed, 40^ 
And thus exckim'd; " For shame, ye Teterans ! 
Where are those boastful threats, that discipline 
On which yeu^ Tanned, ta subdue the foe 
At the first onset ? Where is gone your fhme. 
Your British valour ? See those. raw recruits 
Mock all your skill ; those daring rebels laugh 410 
At all your efforts, and despise your feme I 
Where would you fly ? Your distaut homes Tefuae 
To^ive you shelter* Haste theq. back ret3irn> 
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Revenge yeor dying comrades/' Thus he nid^ 
And Shame led back the traops, while Discipline 415 
March'd thro' the colnmns, and renewM the war. 
Bat all were vain, had not the Prince of Hell^ 
Pondering the leaves of Fate, too qnick percei?'d 
The canse of British woe $ for now his eye 
Had reach'd the page where fated Warren's name. 
Slowly vanescent, o'er the book of life 421 

Cast a dim shadow f gladden'd at the sight 
Instant to Death he cried ; '' My Son, my Son ! 
The hard* fought day is ours ; see here the name 
Of Warren vanishes ; lift then thy dart,. 425 

Poise it with fate, and lodge it in his breast." 
Soon as t was said, 'L was done ; Death pois'd his dart. 
And sped it, fated, to the Hero's breast. 

i Columbia long shall mourn him, for he liv'd 
A life of vktue, and he met his fate, 430* 

As a true patriot, on honour's Iwd t 
A Hampden liv'd, a Hampden died the chief. 
Meanwhile had Gage with penetrating eye 
Observ'd the yielding columns, and thus spake 
To his great soul ; " Sorely our ministers 435 

432. A HampdiBn liv^d, &,c.— Doctor Warren (whom lord 
Shelburne calls *< a very great man,**" ^/m^, v. 273.) fell at 
the battle of Bunker's hill, just after the provincials began 
iheir retreat from the breastwork. ** To the purest patriot- 
ism and most undaunted bravery, he added the virtues of 
dbmestick life, the eloquence of an accomplished orator,, 
and the wisdom of an able statesman. — Within four dajrs 
after he was appointed a major-general, he fell a noble sa» 
crifice to a cause which he nad espoused from the purest 
principles. Like Hampden hfe lived, and like Hampden he 
died, universally beloved, and universailv regretted.*' Rani'^ 
s<iyy i. 285* 
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Some demoh halh deceived, thftt they skoold iImb^ 
Such lueQ. as these with dastard cowftrdice. 
O thai themselves were witness of those deeds 
Which even British vetefans scarce wilhstaiid 
Led by the valiant Howe ! But *t is no lime 44^ 
For thought* but actioii; Clin ton ! Take fvesb troopa, 

487 with dastard C0wardiee. '•^Compaxe §k^ye, ver. 379 ; 
and book iv. ver. 345. The infatuation of th« ministry upon 
this subject surpassed all bounds. Lord .Sandwich observes, 
*' Suppose the colonies do abound with men, what does that 
signify ? they are raw, URdisciplined, cowardly men. I wish 
instead of 40 or 50,000 of these brave fellows^ they would 
produce in the field, at least 200,000, the more, tie tetter, 
the eamr tcould be the conquest ; Believe me, my lords, the 
very sound of a cannon would carry them off as fest as their 
feet would carry them.-.^'Vhis is too trilling a part of the 
argument, to detain your lordships any longer." Almon, ii. 
S9-90. Col. Barrels answer to this vaporous effusion is ex- 
cellent ; "^s to cowards, they wwe eertainly thepreatestto 
his knowledge^ for the 47th regiment of foot, which behav- 
exl so gallantly at Bunker's hill, (an engagement that smack- 
ed more of defeat than victory,) — the very corpft that broke 
the whole French column, an4 threw them into such disor- 
der, at the siege of Q,aebeck, was three jparts composed of 
these cowards.** Jhnon, in. 40. See also the duke of Rich- 
mond's speech, v. 14 ; and lord North's, (an. 1778.) viii. 
3S3. ** To a mind;" said gov. Johnstone, ** who lovea to 
contemplate the glorious apirit of freedom, no, sfectacle can 
be more affecting than the actioii at Bunker's hilL To see 
an irre^lar peasantry commsuKled by a physician ; inferior 
in number ; opposed by every circumstance of cannon and 
bombs, that could terrify timid minds, calmly waiting the 
attack of the gallant Howe, leadin* on the best troops in 
the world, with an excellent train of artillery, and twice re- 
pulsing those very troops, who had often chased the chosen 
battalions of France, and at last retiring for want of ammu- 
nition, but in so respectable a manner, that they were not 
even pursued ; who can reflect upon such scenes, and not 
a<1ore the constitution of government which, could breed 
such men? Who will not pause and examine before he des- 
troys institutions that have reared such elevated spirits ?— 
Who Is there that can dismiss* all doubts on the justice of 
a cause, which can inspire such conscious rectitude?" &c. 
itjuouy iij. 25. 
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Instant relieve the chief, or all is lost." 
Thus spake the prudent Gage, and Clinl 
Nor disobe^'d his voice, but 'instant rush 
Impetoous to the field, to aid his friendi 
And now, with difficulty, scarce, at leng 
The many, fresh, and disciplined .repell'd 
The raw, undisciplined, exhausted, few. 
From their prpud post ; but such was He 
For 'tis by labour only, and much toil 
That Nature grants her richest gifts to m 
Kor could the vanqiffsh'd victors boast tl 
Those deeds by wtich their numbered de 
Their foes thrice told ; and countless mi 
la their woist form, were pour'c) opoa m 
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UAiL/ho]y Spirit ! Celestial Freedom, bail! 

Thou with the Eternal fixest thy abode, 

Aod with thy Sisters, Truth, and Virtue, knit 

Play'st round tlie throne of light thy gambols pure. 

Or if right Reason's name delight thee more, 5 

Thus will I thee to yoke to aid my song, 

^hicb, leaTiDg lesser orbs, through desert space 

^ings its bold flight up to the orb of day. 

Hail, holy Spirit, hail ! Thou who wert wont 

To quit thy blest abode io dwell with men ; 10 

Whom Athens saw within her sacred walls. 

And ancient Rome ador'd ; whom Britain oft, 

Uke a fond mother cherish'd in her arms ; 

And thence as oft, by Asiatick wealth 

Corrupt, far banish 'd, once again descend, 15 

And buoy my feeble pinions while I soar 

Above all mortal ken, and sing of deeds 

So far excelling human intellect 

That man could scarce believe the facts man saw. 
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Thee, pnreit Esseoce ! eyea Gallia once, 20 

But once, and for one momentary space 

Shall see, but refl of reason at the sight 

Shall not discern thy worth, but in thy stead 

Adore an Idol, that thy shape assumes 

Too oft, and rides triumphant o'er mankind. 25 

But Gallia long bad groan'd beneath the weight 

Of haughty despots ; long her rights, and laws. 

Been trampled down beneath oppression'^ hoof; 

Justice was sold by law; the nobles liWd, 

A8 if a race superiour to the rest, 30 

Exempt from various burthens that oppressed 

The sufibring people ; but what most of all 

Her vengeance rons'd, was that extravagance 

With which her rulers delug'd all the land. 

^Tis this extravagance, which, soon or late, 35 

Brings kings and kingdoms to untimely end. 

This not all Turgot's virtues could reform ; 

Turgot that wise, that able minister. 

Whom Gallia's Genius with hmt wonted care 

Sent to restore her rights, but sent in vain ; 40 

35. '7i« this extravagance, — " The expences," said Mt. 
Burke, an. 1774, ** are beyond all measure ruinous -I hare 
pretty good authority for saying, that the king (of France) 
draws after him a personal* expence of between Uirec vdA 
four millions sterling; aed this is an article so rooted tad 
«o vicio^us in its principles, that no act of the ministers can 
cither lessen or controuUt." Debrett, vii. 266. SeeBeUhtm, 
iv. 202—4. 182—5. 273-4. 

** The expensiveness of the government is the tfue ground 
of the oppression of the people. " Ltrfe ofW. v. 600. 

88. Turgot — **An excellent and able minister, thezeilous 
friend of peace and economy, of toleration and reform," &c. 
See note in Belskam, ii. 214; and his L^e wrkUn by Condortet. 
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For now Prbfusion with her bandaged eyes. 

And open band, stalk'd with gigantick strides 

Thro' all the land, and in her train were seen. 

Extortion, Tribute, Bribery, and Fraud, 

With false Imprisonment, and Espionage, 45 

And Irreligion, and gaunt Poverty. 

And not far off from these the eye beheld 

The female Passions at the helm of states 

And Prostitution, with such numerous ills 

As would require ten tongues to utter them. 50 

Bat last of all was seen a monster form 

Whose sanguine hands filPd with the heads of men 

Spread horrour round, her eyes so gor'd with blood 

That she could scarce distinguish friend from foe, 

Gigantick Vengeance; and with her was seen 55 

False Liberty, whose wanton, lawless gait. 

And Circe tongue, allurM the ignorant. 

But kept the wise far off. How different this 

From that celestial Form, whose radiant head 

48. The femcUe Passtons^^*' The hameau de Chantilly wag 
once the hotel, and gardens of the celebrated madame de 
Pompadour, mistress to Louis the Fifteenth ; one who con- 
tributed in no small degree to bring on that revolution, which 
^ded in the total overthrow of the house of her rovcil lover. 
No king's mistress was perhaps ever more cordially hated 
than this lady : her profusion knew no bounds, no one ever 
Bkingled mope deeply in state intrigues, and no one ever 
contributed more liberally to filling the cachots of the de~ 
testable Bastille. Who can read the narrative of her devoted 
victim the unfortunate Maseres de la Tude, and then' think 
that no change was wanted in France ? One should rather 
be astonished at the patience which had endured oppression 
so long." — Jn unpublished Narrative of a Three Years Resi- 
dence in France, tn 1802, 3, 4, by Anne Pliimplre, chap. xiii. 

o 
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Scatters tlve beams of virtue o'er mankind ^ QO 

Whose modest gait, and dignified address 
Win so on every heart, that to adore 
Is but to know ! Where-e'er she place her feet 
Spontaneous earth emits its flowery sweets. 
And e'en the barren rock with verdure smiles; 65 
Where-e'er she breathe, empyreal odours waft 
Ambrosial gales, and all is joy, and love. 
Come then. Celestial Freedom ! and with thee 
Bring peace, and plenty, and good wili to men ; 
And drive far off from pure Columbia's soil 70 

That blood-gorg'd crew, curs'd with the human shape, 
Those moaster-men of old Corruption born 
And long.establish'd Crime, and black Revenge; 
Of whom were some sprung from their mother Sin 
Close by the gates of hell, and call'd on earth, 75 
Barrere, and Dan ton, Robespierre, Marat, 
Tainville, and Samson, d'Herbois, Carriere, 
Pouche, Hebert, Orleans, and ten thousand more, 
Whose names the deep oblivious pool would whelm. 
But that the truth of history must record 80 

That future men may curse, and future kings 
Beware profusion, and those ministers 
Whose tinsel eloquence beguiles the ear. 
But reaches not the heart; 'gainst such as these 
Kings cannot be too guarded; and with them 83 



78. ten t/iousand more y^-^Ainon^ these the readers of the 
History of the French Revolution will easily reco^ii^f 
Freron, Tallicn, Couthon, St. Just, Dumas, Li Bas, Hen- 
riot, Legendre, Mengaud, Rapinat, &,c. &c. 
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False prophets may be join^d^ who to subserve 
Vile temporary purposes, rare ©«rt 
Their bugbear bodiDgs to their prince's ears. 
Thus rooks> and daws, and chatteriag magpies-prate 
Their noisy terrours to the bird of day. 90 

But soft, my Muse ! where speedest thou thy flight ? 
Thy theme is freedom, and Columbia's son ; 
But Oil the sacred tripod when thou sit'st. 
Like a Dodoitian Priestess, heaven-enrapt. 
Thou pour'st prophetiek truths, and blefid'st the 
past 95 

And future time, unheeding consequence. 
But come. Celestial Spirit ! again descend. 
And say, for best thou canst, what happy spot 
First gave thy loved-son to see the light ? 
Twas pure Virginia's soil, thrice happy soil J 100 
That one blest moment shall thy griefs repay. 
And to remotest ages hand thy name ; 
Yes ! all thy woes shall, like the stars of morn. 
Sink in the brighter blaze ^f risen day. 
And thou, blest Seraph ! from that bright abode lOd*, 

86. Fahe proj^kets — Sec a specimen of these prophecies 
respectlnc the fate of American Independence in Hamsay, 
i. 314-5. The record of their existence would be — ** that a 
fickle people, impatient of the restraints of regular govern- 
ment, had in a fit of passion abolished that of Great Britain, 
and established — constitutions of their own—which from; 

Want of wisdom w^re no sooner formed than annihilated. 

The leading men — hanged — Washington, worthy of a bet- 
.ter fate, deserted by his army, abandoned by his country, 
rushing- on the thickest battalions of the foe — to escape an 
ignominious death." 

Some of the late bodings of Mr. Burke may also be had 
in remembrance. 
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Wbere midst the Cherubim thon tit'st enthroa'd. 

And supplicatest mercy o'er the sins 

Of as thy fellows once ; Oh ! deign to lend 

Thy gracioos hearing to my 'raptar'd song. 

That with no hireling flight directs its coarse 110 

To truth, and virtue, liberty, tftd thee. 

Thee bounteous heaven in mercy to mankind 

Sent down to aid their cause, and for their sakes 

Arm'd thee with every virtue that could serve 

Its destin'd purpose. Meek humanity 115 

Claim'd thee in chief; for thy benevolence 

Shone like the orb of night in middle course 

Perfect and full: thou the poor Indian taugbCst 

To love the works of peace, and cultivate 

AH -bounteous mother earth : the prisoner 120 

Amidst his chains and dungeons turned to thee 

His earthly guardian: (nor can Pity's hand 

Bestow a sweeter balm to alleviate 

The mad, unnatural misei'y of war, 

Than that the prisoner's rigours should receive 125 

Some soothing aid, and comfort : who is he 

118. the poor Indian taught* st^See Infe of W. v. 377. 

120. the prisoner — The sujfferings of the American prison- 
ers wer^ considerably aggravated by the circumstance of 
their being looked upon as rebels, and in some instances 
exceed almost belief. The reader may consult Appendix^ No. 
iii. p. 231, vol. ii. of Ramsay : and JUfe of W. in. 456—66, 
where he will see how well Washington merits the charac^ 
ter 'given him in the text. The earl of Abingdon is very w- 
Tcre upon the ** savage barbarity,'* the ** damning proofe 
of inhumanity,'* with which the American prisoners were 
treated. See Almon, x. 105. So is the earl of Shelbume, /&. 
98-9. Eleven thousand prisoners are said to have died on 
board the Jersey prison ship. /?awway, ii. 285. 
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That seei hw fellow.niaDy who just before 

Had in hit coantry'a cause not spared bis blood. 

Now cold, and naked, in a dangeon laid 

Far from hit native home, bo wife, no son, 1 30 

No fond parental care Vo sooth his woes ^ 

Who ites such misery, nor sheds the tear 

Of sympathetitk feeling, roust be one 

Whom nature owns not $ harden'd policy 

With calculating visage, thut disclaims 1 3 5 

Naturals best ordinances, may perhaps 

Have found soch wretch ; struggling humanity 

Nor knoWis nor lover him.) When brutality 

With rape and rapine, cruelty, and vice 

Scourg'd thy afflicted country, thy pure soul 1 4<) 

Knew not retaliation,- but returned. 

As thy blest Saviour bid, for evil good ; 

For far the brightest ray within that crown 

Which harmless play'd around thy god-like head 

Was that thou loved 'st mercy, mercy thee, 14.5 

But when Necessity with iron hand 

Arm'd thee to battle in thy country's cause. 

And in the cause of justice, truth, and right, 

Tl^en thyawakenM wrath, in terrourclad, 

139. Jfit/t rape and i^aplnet — The abominatioriS of i\\c 
Hessians are described by Ramsay y i. 324-5. Rut the endea- 
vours of Washin^on to prevent retaliation in all cases,, ex- 
cept ** those of absolute necessity," are recorded in his own 
fetters to Congress. See Ufe of W.Mi. 29. Compare Kum- 
say, i. 108-9. 

14'9. in ttrrour clad, S^c. — Of Woshin^bn's personal bra* 

^ery there are many instances. See Ham.say, i. 307. 323 ; 

I'tfe of IV. iii. 513-*'; but the battle of Trenton surpassed 

«verv action in the war. ** Nothini; could .•^^urr/»i5:»j the a*t<Hi- 

.0 2 
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Was almost arm'd with more than mortal might, 150 

And Trenton's walls^ where first thy uplifted arm 

Turn'd the dread tide of victory on thy foes. 

And rais'd Columbia from untimely grave. 

Attest thy valour, and thy well-earn'd fame. 

Nor yet had subtlet/, nor fraud ful arts 155 

Advantage over thee : thy gOjd-Hke mind 

By prejudice, and passion unsubdued 

Pierced thro' the obscure, and kenn'd the distant 

light. _^* .. 

E'en power, that bane of every learthly good. 
Which robs man of his senses, and impels 160 

To enslave his fellow-mortal, was to thee 
The palh to peace and love ; and tho' the head 
Of armed heroes, yet the citizen 

ishment of the enemy at this unexpected display of vigour 
cm the part of the American general. His condition and that 
of his <^ountry had been thought desperate ; but this bold 
and fortunate enterprise announced to the British general, 
that he had to contend with an adversary who could never 
cease to be formidable, so long as the possibility of resi8^ 
ance remained." IafeofW.\\.^\9-2Q. Lord George Ger- 
raaine allowed ** that, had it not *been for the unforeseen 
«iisfortune of Trenton, there was every reason to believe 
that the campaign V©uld havfs been decisive.*' ^/iiw«,viii. 
21-2. 

155. Nor yet had subtlety, jj^c— See Life of W. iii. 132. 
261, 2G8 ; «'nd Hamsay, i. 217-8. 

163.' yet the citizen ^c. — **As to the fatal, but necessary 
operations of war," said general Washington, ** when we 
assumed the soldier, we did not lay aside the citizen, and 
we shall most sincerely rejoice with you in that happy hour, 
when the re-establishment of American liberty, on the most 
firm and solid foundations, shall enable us to'retum to oar 
private stations, in the bpsom of a free, peaceful and happy 
country." Rammy^ i. 220. " The passionate love of glory, 
how DHich soever* c^^eused as tho infirmity of noble minds, 
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Was neyer in the soldier ooce forgot : 

Thy proudest aim was freedom ; and the wibh 165 

Nearest thy heart, that freedom to attain 

By bloodless victory. Thy spotlest mind 

Humane, and wise, left to thy country's foes 

To speed the work of death ; thy own blest part. 

As far as in thee lay* was to disarm 170 ' 

War of its horrours^ and *bo?e ail that war 

Where brethren clash with brethren, friends with 

friends. 
The man whose bosom such dread scenes delight 
Is lost to every blessing heaven bestows 
To comfort men on earth ; nor joy, nor love 175 
£?er consoPd his breast, but all is void 
And dark, save where the passions of the brute 
Kxert their furious sway. Such dreadful scenes 
Thou, hero ! strov^st as far as man could strive. 
To banish from thy country, and thus spake, 180 
Amid the assembled chiefs, thy generous soul; 
"Ye noble Chiefs! Columbia's joy, and hope ! 
Full well ye know how much I deprecate 



niight have led him into hazardous enterprises^ and have 
fihally terminated in the vulgar ambition of acquiring un- 
controuled power, and dazzling title. He became truly 
great by indifference to greatness ; and best provided for the 
perpetuity of an honourable fame, by regarding fame as 
subordinate to duty. What a lesson to those in hi^ stations, 
^'ho have hearts and understandings to receive it!" Bed 
cation to Life of W. vii-viii ; see Pref. xiii-xiv ; ii. 303, note 
C13. Upon the " duty of the citizen being paramount to tha 
of the soldier," see the hon. Temple X«tittreirs speech, Ai 
«<^», iv. 135 > and the duke of Richmond's, x. 45-4. 
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That sad necessity which urg^s us 

To have recourse to arms ; but well ye know 185 

How fruitless all endeaYours on our part 

To stop the effusion of the blood of men. 

Or peace and chains, or liberty and war. 

These are our only choice ; shall it t»e said 

Columbia hesitoted ? NoT Ye Chiefs! 190 

Columbians free-born soul ne'er yet betrayM 

The rights of man, nor ordinance of God« 

O that our foes were with such sentiments 

Deeply iraprew'd ! But heaven hath steePd their 

hearts 
To invade ^hose rights of others, which them- 
selves 195^ 
Would, if invaded, guard with their last blood. 
But all will turn to good ; our foes now feel 
How little either force, or art avails. 
See where the generous Salero spurns their boon; 



184?. That sad nccesskf ^c, — Compare Ramsay, i. 335. 
•* We are reduced to the alternative of choosing anuncon- 
dkioTxal submission to the tyranny of irHtated ministers, or 
resistance by force. The latter is otlr choice. We have 
counted the cost of this contest, and find nothings© dreadful 
as voluntary slaverv.''* liamsay/i. 211-2. 310. See Life of 
W. ii. 287-8.' 329-30." 50^_^ 5— 8. 

195. those rights of othevi, <^'C — ** Arcuments (respecting 
the right to tax America) AVhicK^ would have appeared so 
conclusive ^o Englishmen, if urged by themselves in support 
of their own rights, had but little weight when used to dis- 
prove the existence of their authority oVer others.'* Sec 
Life of If. ii. 134'. 220. 242, note. 

199. generous Sa^ em ^yC.~ **Jt was ^ part of the artful and 
malignant plan of the British ministers in framingthcBostmi 
Port Uill, by temoving the ccmmcrce of that metropolis to 
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•See where her rival frustrates their proud hopes ; 200 

Even the untutorM Indiaa scorns their gold^ 

And with his neighbour smokes |the pipe of peace. 

Thus have they faiPd by bribery^ and art^ 

To gain their parpose. Not e^en Canada, 

^lem, and making it the seat of government, to estabKsh 
a rivalsKip and enmity between these two places, from which 
they hoped to derive mighty advantages." But this was pre-* 
vented by the magnanimous spirit of the people of Salem, 
who concluded their address to the governour in these 
words: " We must be dead to every idea of justice, and 
lost to all feelings of humanity, could we indulge one 
thought to seize on wealth, and raise our fortunes on the 
ndn of our suffering neighbours." Bekfrnm^ ii. 73-4; and 
£ncyclop. Brit. art. America, sect. 169; Life of W. ii. 202; 
Ramsay, i. 124. See 171. See the Minute of the Treasury 
Board, Mar. 31, 1774. Jimon,i.34,. 

200. ker rival — The magnanimity of the people of Mar- 
blehcad,' a port in the vicinity of Boston, deserves equal 
praise. These patriots ** generously offered the merchants of 
Boston the use of their harbours', as well as their wharfs 
and warehouses, free of all expensie." Beisham, ii. 74; and 
Encyclop. Id. 176 : Life of W, ii. 230. 

201 . Indian scorns their gold, — The reply 6f some Indian 
chiefe to the agents who were sent to corrupt them, aifords 
a noble lesson to civilized nations. ** They did not under- 
stand the nature of the quarrel, nor could they distinguish 
whethei; those who dwelt in America, or on the other side 
of the ocean were in fault : but they were surprised to see 
£n^lishmen ask their assistance against one another ; and 
advised then) to be reconciled, and not to think of shedding 
the blood of their brethren." £ncychp. lb. 196. It would 
have been happy if the rest of the Indian tribes had imbibed 
these sentiments ! The Indians, indeed, on the Muskingum 
** tbhorred war, and would take no part therein, giving for 
reason that * the great Being did not make men to destroy 
*^«, but to love and assist each other.* " Ramsay, ii. 149. 
Compare lord Shelburtie's speech, an. 1775, Jlmon, v. 71. 

204. Abt e*en Canada, — " So sanguine were the hopes of 
^ministration in this respect, that they had sent 20,000 
Jtand of arms, and a great quantity of militarv stores, to 
Uuebeck for the purpose." Encyclop. Brit. lb. 195. But the 
^ilitia of the province refused to pass the limits of it. See 
^e/iAowi, ii. 152-3 ; and lAfe of W. ii. 267, note. Compare 
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Already half their own, will join their cause. 205 

And now their only hopes to obtain success 

Are fixM oa oor disftensions, and those evils 

Which civil wars engender. Foolish men! 

To think that any evil, even death. 

Is, to the virtuous mind, to be compart] 2I0» 

With lots of freedom ! If CoIiJipbia's son» 

Dissent among themselves^ will that dissent 

Lead them to join their foe ? Perish the thought! 

Sooner shall proud Ohio, which now rolls 

Through boundless deserts its gigantick waves 215 

Into astonishM ocean; sooner this 

Shall break the laws of nature, and up-flow 

Back to its source divine ;*' (instant the chiefs 

Bursting the listening silence swore assent;) 

^ Thus have they faii'd ; thus may they ever faiU 

By base intriguej and art to gain their cause ! 221 

jCqI. Barrels speech, Jhnon, iii. 39, who men^ns that the 
«< Canadians had concealed 400 firelocks in ike woods, 
which they were determined to make use of against the £ng' 
lisli, if tkey foncedthem te take either side.** 

207. our dissensions, ^c— Compare Ramsay y i. 120. U4-5. 
Upon the revolt of the Pennsylvania line, ** sir Henry Clin- 
ton, by confidential messengers, offered to take them under 
the protection of the British government — ^to pardon all 
their past oifenees-^to have the pay due to them from the 
Congress faithfully made up, &c.— but the faithful though 
revolting soldiers disdained his offers." Id. ii. 220. See 
lord Camden's speech, an- 1775, Ahnon, ii. 85-6. ** Equal- 
ly fruitless," said lord Shelbume, " had all attempts to di- 
vide the colonies hitherto proved. America felt her strength 
tNily in proportion to her union ; and the little paltry policy 
to multiply jealousies and create divisions, by guarding the 
colonies against insidiousness, had strengthened instead of 
weakening the great cement of union." v. 71. See Burke*s 
speech^ an. 1777, AlmoHi ^"i- 101 2^ 
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Nor yet bf force will the Almighty Power 

Graat them success ; for Heaven's the friend of man. 

Blest him with life, and health, nor will permit 

That which is dearer lar than health, or Jife, 225 

The iron arm of power to take away. 

Bttt tho' thus aided by the heavenly^ will. 

Still of our own exertions have we need ; 

For Heaven smiles not on the indolent. 

Nor Kim who self-forgetting trusts in prayer ; 230 

'lis industry alone that Heaven befriends, 

Hitn who reveres himself, and dreads to lose 

The first, best, gift of God to new-born man» ^ 

And may such dread, such reverence, ye Chiefs! 

Now firmly^ hold your breasts ; for while I speak. 

The daring foe has formed the desperate plan 23Q 

From north and 'south in one combinM attack 

To pour upoi) us, as a winter's flood. 

His numerous battalions^ 'Tis his view 

Thus to distract our counsels, thus revive 240 

The hopes of traitors; but abandon fear. 

The more they separate, the easier far 

'Tis to subdue them. Gates! to thy tried skill 

I trust the north, there on the Hudson stream 

242. T7te more they .separate, §'C» — ** There was a ri^dical 
error," said Mr. Fox, ** in the proceedings, which would 
for ever prevent our generals from acting with success ;— .no 
man of sense would have placed the two armies in such a pO' 
sition as froth theii' distance made it impossible that one 
nhould receive anv assistance from the other.'* Alm&n^ viii. 
19; and ix. 73. *See lord Shelburne's speech, x. 22. 127; 
duke of Richmond's, x. 40; lord Chatham's, /a?. 74. 

Of Burgovne's expedition* see an account in the Life of 
fr. iii. 2«)-i/ 
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MarthallM by BargoyDe wiUthoameetthefee. 245 
Boi mark my words ; be sparing of their blood ; 
They are oar kio, of the same parents bora. 
Sprang from the self-same God, and time will come 
When those delosive Tapoors, which obscure 
Their mental ray, will vanish into air, 1250 

And they as eager fly to meet oar love. 
As now they nrge our hate : spare then their blood ; 
Let thy snperiour wisdom then blaze forth 
In all its wonted glory. When their troops. 
Overcome by all those evils that await 255 

Their lengthened march thro' Hudson's rocky straits, 
Reach Saratoga's plains, instant do thou 
Cut off retreat; inclose their harrass'd files; 
And when gaunt Famine with her meagre jaws 
Stares them in front, and they lay down their anm^ 
Spare then their feelings, see not thou the deed. 261 
Thus will you show the future race of men 
How far superiour wisdom is to force'. 
And freedom to her foes, ^us will you teach 
The lesson of forbearance, and of love, 265 

E'en to our enemy. O that it take 
Such deepen'd root within his haughty breast 
That he relent, and persecute no more ! 



261. see not thou the deed. — Upon the capitulation of Sara- 
toga, '* general Gates ordered his army to keep within thor 
camp, while the British soldiers went to a place appointed 
for them to lay down their arms, that the latter might not 
have the additional mortification of bein^ made spectacles 
of so melancholy an event." jEncyclop. Brtt, art, jtmtr. sect. 
302; Bebham^n, 320. Scc/Jawtay, ii. 54. 
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Haite tfaeD> begone; and when thy work ii done. 
Rejoin onir force. I, meanwhtlef> to the south 270 
To obserte Cornwallis, and may Heat en^i will 
Guide all my counsels and direct my waijrs {** 

Thus spake the pious Chief, and prudent Gates 
ObeyM superior prudence. O that man' 
Would ever thus reflect how dear is Hfe 275 

Unte his felk>w-man, whose fleeting soul 
When once it pass his lips, not aH the gold 
Of east, or western Ind; not all the power 
Of ail the proudest potentates on earth ; 
Not all the skill of wisdom's fovour'd sous, 280 

Can for one momentary space recal 
Back to its pristine seat. O then that man 
Would ever ponder deeply in his breast. 
Before hit hand unheeded take away 
Tbat which the Maker only can bestow ! 285 

If, e'er ^e blow was aim'd, a TOice were heard 
To exclaim ; " It is your brother^*' terrour-struck. 
Would not the palsied blade shrink from the grasp. 
And fall unstained f But are not ali men kin ? 
What then is war but murderous fratricide > OPD 

War is not ju^i€ed but to defend 
Our rights, our laws, our freedom, and our God. 

Meanwhile the British Clinton jusi returned 
ffom captorM Charleston^ and its vanquished Chief, 
Atd now expectant of support had taken 295 

294. ^aftur'4 OkarkHony $fc* — €reneral Lincoln surren- 
toti Charleston to Sir Henry Ctinton and the British 
WCM» tUf tret. Bmmay^ ii. 155. 
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Colambia'f middle station, and there watchM 
With keenest vigilance his wary foe. 
No sooner had the expected aid reeeivM 
Than as a Giant, irom long sleep refresbM, 
Stretches his mighty limbs, and prond of strength 
RoQses himself to actbn, so the chief 301 

Panu for new glory in the field of blood, , ^ 

And thns to Arnold pours his rising wrath ; 
'^ Brave, injar'd Chief! thou whose transcendent 

worth 
Thy iograte conntry sparns, whose Tirtaons pride 
Disdains to bow before an upstart race 9^ 

Of lawless rebels ; but who wiser choosest 
The path of loyalty, and just, and righ^ 
Now show thy great pre-eminence ; take« lead 
Onr choicest troops to victory ; ponr fortb^. . 310 
Thy ample vengeance on thy ingrate foes ; 
Remember Andre's blood ,* and let thut name 
Whii^h mid Canadian swamps, and wood^ and rods, 
Thy fortitude, and perseverance gain'd. 
Still be thy own ; Columbian Hannibal 315 

Spares not his Romans ; let Virginia, 
Where curs'd rebellion lifts her proudest head. 



2%. Columbia's mdUe HtUion^ jrc.*- Among other rein- 
forcements which sir Heniy Clinton had received, at New 
York, was a body of 5000 (Jermans. Ramsay ii. 265. 

303. ^rnoldr—The reader may compare Ramsay, ii. I^* 

315. Columbian Hannibal — Arnold hs^d acquired the name 
of the American Hannibal by his arduoiis expedition'^ 
Canada. Ramsay, i. 235. 

316. let Virgima, Jrc— See Ramsay, ii. HiS^-, JUfyqfW- 
ir. 447. 485^ 
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fioth-kQOW^ and feel that Arnold is her foe. 

That bdng done, for nothing can thy arm 

Long time withstand, thence on Connecticut 320 

Pour thy resistless torrent ; fire, and sword 

Shall clear the way before thee, and perchance 

The terroar of thy mighty name, and deeds 

May thus recall our foe, and give to thee 

The glory, and thd meed to thwart his plans/' * 425 

Thus Clinton spake^ an^ Arnold thus replied ; 
^' Vengeance be mine ! By this right hand I swear 
That Arnold ne'er shall tarnish that great name 
Which mid sererest perils, at the risk 
Of all things dear to man^ he hardly earn'd» 530 
A&dre's foul murder calls aloud on me, 
Oa me for Tengeance ; be H then reveng'd. 
Nor let the Indian tomahawk be spar'd^ 
Unearth their hatchet, let the war-whoop sournl 
From the dread Mohawks, and the Genessees, 535 
To where beneath the Alleghany snows 
The murderous Creeks, and Choctaws feast on blood. 
Sparing nor youths nor sex f and since our foe 

320. on Cannectieutr—Ste: life of W. vr, 532. 

332. 6e i< then revenged, — ** Arnold declared, in a letter to 
Washington, that if Andre suffered, he should think himself - 
bound in honor to rataliate. He also observed that forty 
of the principal inhabitants of South Carolina had justly 
forfeited their lives, which hud hitherto been spared only 
through the clemency of sir Henry CUnton, but who could 
no longer extend his mercy if major Andre suffered; ain 
(▼ent which, would probably (^pen a scene of bloodshed, aiC^ 
wfcich humanity must revolt." Manuay, ii, ^00^ 

35&. Scaring nor youth, §^c. — Of the horrible cruelties 
committed by the Indians, the reader may see an account in 
Ramsay^ ii. chap, xviii. and p. 37, 
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Cfamoars of httiomg a»d the rigbu of meu. 
Set free the slavei, gt?e them their natural rigi^^ 
They too are meo, aad place bat ia their hands 541 
The arms of meo, and they la Washington 
Will proT« their manliness : but lest perchance 
Some generous Chief, some Carleton, some Macbride, 

340. Sel free the slaves, — Lord Dunmore ** had declared all 
indented serv&ntt, negroet, and others, appertaining tdr» 
^el0, who were able and willing to bear arms, and wtio 
joined hU majesty's forces, to be free." Ramsav, i. 249' 
Se« 252; and ii. 17t; Life ofW. ii. 442. Compare Mr. 
Burke's speech, Feb: 1776, Almon. viii. 351. 

344. some Carletortp — ** Of the Indians in his service gene- 
ral Carleton had made a very sparing use, end ai the m of 
the caifipaign they were dismissed on a general promise of 
returning \Ynen called for. But it was beUeved that he ha<}, 
in his dispatches to England, strongly remonstrated agiiaft 
the employment of savages in any shape whatever iii tbs 
further prosecution of this war." Beltham^ ii. 508. 

** The reputation acquired by eeaeral Carleton in his au- 
lltary character— was exceeded by the superior applausti 
merited from his exercise of the virtues of humanity and ge- 
nerosity—he not only fed and clothed them (the sick kftui 
the American hospitals in Canada^ but permitted them 
when recovered to return home. Apprehending that feat 
might make some conceal themselves in the woods, rather 
than, hv appljrin^ for relief, make themselves known, he 
removed their doubts by a proclamation, in which he engaged, 
that as soon as their health was restored, they should have 
free lihertv of returning to their respective provinces, &c.** 
Mamsay, i. 269. See ii. 282. 390 ; Life ofW, ii. 427. See 
lord Shelburne's speech, Nov. 1777, Jiman, x. 23. 

344, some Macbride', — In the naval battle of Rodney and 
Langara, near Cape St. Vincent, July 1780, the SpiuHsh 
admiral in the Phoenix struck to captain Alacbride of the 
Belnfaisant, whose crew was afflicted with a malignant smsH* 
pox. The captain, " disdaining to convey infectiom evea to 
an enemy — offered to permit the Spanish prisoners to stay on 
board the Phcenix, rather than by a removal to expose them 
to the small-pox, trusting to the admiral's honour, that no 
advantage would be taken of the circumstance. The pr(^K)sal 
was cheerfully embraced, and the conditions honoutaUy 
observed/' Ramtay^ u, 206, ' 
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Some lenieat Campbell, too humane, and weak, 345 

Should by an ill-timM mercy thwart our plans, 

TeH them that mercy to rebellious men . 

Is but eventful cruelty ; and guilt 

Severely punishM saves the innocent. 

But 't is not war alone on which to place $50 

Our greatest trust, and confidence ; see where 

Their troops ill-paid^ ill-fed, ill-cloth'd, worse arm'd. 

Are npe for mutiny, and only wait 

The signal given from hence. Their very chiefs 

PressM by external^ and internal ills, 355 

Their private substance spent, and all their hopes 

Frustrate, when Britain with.parental arms 

3t5. lenient Camph^M, — ^The moderation, pruidence, aitd. 
humanity of the British colonel Campbell, in the southern 
$tate8, are mentioned by the i^nerican* historian with the 
highest approbation. See Ramsay, ii. 98. 287-8; Life ofW. 
iv. 65-6. 

348. h but eventual cruelty ; — «**l-he aea4 of the British mi- 
nisters for reducing the revolted colonies was so violent, as 
tamake them, in their excessive wrath, forget that their ad- 
versaries were men. They contended that m their circum- 
stances every appearance of lenity, by inciting to disobedi- " 
(»ce, and thereby increasing the objects of punishment, 
filPi eventual cruelty. In their opinion, j)artial severity was^ 
general mercy, and the only method of speedily crushing 
tWrebellion was to envelop its abettors in such complicated' 
distress, as by rendenng their situation intolerable, would 
make them willing to accept the proffered blessings of peace 
and security." ^ttwisay, ii. 26. See 102. 232.273^ 27C; A pro- 
clamation of sir George Collier and ^overnour Ti^yon declar- 
ed. ** the existence of a single house on th* coast to be a 
»^kin£ monument of British mercy.'* BeUham, ii. 405-6. 

354. I'he signal ^'wcn from hence. See the tempting offers ^ 
oC general Arnold to ** unpaid soldiers, who weie suffering 
from the want of both food and clothing, and to officers, 
who were in a gieat degree obliged to support* thcrpsclvcs 
from their own resource?, &c.'* Rftrp.ay, ii. 2034. 

P 2 . • 
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Offers a parent's love, and grants redress. 

Their waots^ their hopes, their fears, their loyalty, 

SmotherM but not extiogaish'd, shalJ incite 360 

CompHaoce, and they willing shall retnrn 

To meet your profier'd love with open artna. 

This then is my advice ; let no address. 

That either art, or artifice can frame^ 

Be wanting $ and if Clinton give consent, S65 

Arnold will instant tempt their chiefs, and men 

With specious reason, and more solid bribe. 

Thas shall be yii>re a double net to ensnare 

Yon haughty rebel, and his starving troofps.'' 

Thus spake the wrath of Arnold, and to him 370 
Again the British Chief; " Brave Veteran ! 
Whether thy wisdom, or thy valour more 
Merits applause, is difficult for us 
Rightly to judge, since jsoth in equal poise 
Are thus so nicely balanced r but no more Sid 

Of words. Jest thus perchance the|)ubJick weal 
Even ourselves may injure ,• now to deeds; 
Thou to the post assi^n'd, and if aught else 
Thy genius may invent to barm the foe 
Be botii the merit, and reward thy own.*' 380 

They ended parle, and haughty Arnold's soul 
Bent on a donblevengeance, sped his flight 
To where Virginia, scarce from Leslie's arm 

3S3. scarce from Ledk'*s arm ^c, — Major-general Leslie 
had been detached from New- York to the Chesapeak with 
2000 men, in order to favour lo:d Cornwallis*s designs on 
*hc southern states: and after his departure Virpnia was 
*g^'n5nvailcd by general Arn«j«3. See Hammy, i. 2io. 
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fiecover'd, now w«s faded to svstain ' 

Havock^ and misery to which comparM 5t5 

Ita former ills were but a sport and play, n 

Meantime CornwalUs in the southern elime 
Had met no equal ; distant Georgia 
OwnM him silprenie ; while thro' the Carolinaa 
His proud Tictorious troops swept all along . Sdd 
Like a resistless torrent ; even Gates 
WheOf proud of victory > he dusted back 
His lengthened march from Saratoga's straits. 
And fondly hop*d the terrour of his name 
Would check his mighty foe, too soon perceiv'd 395' 
His fatal errour, and on Camden's plains 
Gave afresh chaplet to his rival's brow. 
There, brave de Kalb ! was shorn thy fated thread ; 
Coluabia' long did mourn thee as her own ; 
Thoa fought'st for freedom, and for freedom died'st. 
Nor Gates alone felt the resistless arm 401 

Of conquering Britons: see where laurelPd (treeoe, 
Freedom's high-favour'd son, Columbia's prop. 
Yields to superior Rawdon : Camde/i's plains 
Witness Columbia's second overthrow. " 405 

Here dauntless Tarleton, like Mygdenides, 

389. wlule'thro* the Carolinas ^c — The people had for a 
time " abandoned all schemes of further resistance. At 
Beaufort, Camden, Ninety six, they generally laid dawn 
their arms, and submitted eilher as prisoners or as subjects. 
This was followed by an unusual calm, and the Britisn be- 
lieved that the state was thoreughW conquered, &c." Bmnr 
My, ii. \o9. See, 170. 

398. brave de Kalb .'—Sec above, b. i- vcr. 310. 

405. second overthroio — See above, b. i. vcr.'.317. 

4-06. Tar/e:of!, like Mygdonldexy ^*c. — Chorcebus, the son 
nf Mygdon^ who was the brother of Hecuba (5»ec JS??. ii. 
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CJolh'd in the hoftile garb, and oraament, 

EBtrapt his foe ; there with an eagle's stoop * 

PottDcea destruction upon Sainter's force ; 

While daring Prevost, M«tiand, and Moncrtef 410 

Had ▼aoqai<ih'd D'Estaing, and Pulaski's might. 

Here Simcoe, able partisan, repelled 

The valiant Steuben, and with firet, and aword 

Spread ruin : there the noble Phillips brav'd 

La Fayette's haughty spirit, who saw with grief 41^ 

Desertion thinning his impatient troops : 

While further oB\ the British Diomed 

34ii, 389) had, with his followers, put on the armour of the 
Greeks whom he had killed at the storming of Troy ; and 
in like mtBner colonel Tarleton with a party had assumecl 
the name and dress of Americans, and passed themselves 
for the advance of general Gatesls army. See Sains(vu, ii. 
165-6. Colonel Tarleton surprised Sumter's corps at Fish- 
ing Creek — ** and the whole detachment wa» either killed, 
captured, or dispersed.**^ Id. 169. 

411. l>^Kstatng^ and Pulaykt — By the assistance of that 
able engineer major Moncrief, general Prevost and colonel 
Maitland successfully defended the town of Savannah against 
the QoujBts d*£staing^ and Fulaski^ and general Lincpln. 
Jiarmay, ii. 121-2. 

412. Jlere Simcoe, — Colonel ^imcoe was said to be " one 
•f the best partizans in the. British- strvice;" JUfe-of W^ iu> 
475 ; iv. 477-8. For an account of the expedition Ugainst 
Steuben at a- place called The Fork, see Jd. iv, 49f . 

414, the noble P/dilin* ^c — The marquis de la Fayette 
'was obliged to retreat before generals Phillips and Cornwal- 
lis. Ramsay y ii. 256-7. See l^J'e of W. iv. 486. Desertion bad 
become sO'fr>e^uent in La Fayette's- ariny as to threaten its 
dissolution^ lAfe of W. iv. 481. 

417. the BHtish Diomed S^c — General Grey, who.haAac- 
quired the name of the ** no-fliiit general^" 'had surprised 
colonel Bkylor's regiment of light dragoons in a bam vhile 
they were m a profound sleep. The British tx^bps^ • " refus- 
ing to give quarter, bayouetted for. a time all they fell in 
with." About 40 wcre'jjitiaUe prisooesa. *• Those were in- 
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Gave ta h\M ftleepiog foef Ike dreauB ^f death. 
Last, tho' not iaMt, the fierce St.Leger irnVd 
With Johnsonf^ tayegeflr, and those i^r voMe 420 
Than savages, mtAcatkd Loyaliats; 
These black reve»ge, aod fuiy, bol frooi helj^ 
Led on te deedJ of inadaess $ fathere, sans ; 
Sons^ fathers ; and fraternal lore, new changed 
Into fixM bate, .point at their kindred blood ' 425 



debted for their lives to the humanity of one of Grej*s cipk 
tains, who gave quarters to the whole fourth troop, though 
contrary (as is said) to the orders of his superiour officers." 
Rammy, li. 9i-5. JUfe of ff, iii. 564-5. See Behham, ii. 379. 
Humanity would express a hope that this account is exag- 
gerated ; "and indeed some extenuaUon is derived from the 
circumstance of the attack being made in the night. 

419. the Jiere^ Su Leger .^c.^^Tht detachment which 
was to proceed by the way of the Mohawk river was p^ut un- 
der the command of -colonel St. Leger. *' It consisted of 
about ^0 British troops, a regiment of New- York loyalists, 
raised and commanded by sir John Johnson, and a large 
body of savages." Ramsay^ ii. S7. The cruelties committed 
by the Indians, and particularly the murder of the innocent 
and beautiful miss Maccrea, '* excited universal horrour,'* 
and ** instead of disposing the inhabitants to court British 
protection, had a contrary effect." — << Their cruel mode of 
warfare, by putting tojleath as well the smiling infant and 
the defenceless female, as the resisting armed man, excited 
an universal spirit of resistance." See lb. 36—39. Of the 
plunder and ravages committed by tHe loyalists the Ameri- 
can history is full. See Ramsay , ii. 114. «* A particular de- 
tail — would be sufficient to freeze every breast with hor- 
rour." lb. 145. See 287-8. 293. •« It was the general opinion 
of the Americans, that the cdntinuance>of the war, and the 
asperity with which it had been carried on, was more owing 
to the machinations of their own countrymen, who had 
taken part with royal government, than" to their British 
enenues. It is certain that the former had been most active 
in predatory excursions,, and most forward in scenes of 
blood, and murder." Kamsay, ii. 308. 



d by Google 



17« WASHINGTON^ &c. book rr. 

The dark^tMtsrin'f poigntfdl. Gracious God ! 

Bow long sbail this cootamiiiated globe 

Escape thy jottice ! If it that misery 

Most point the road to happiness and knre ? 

Yes ! and the time shall come when 4oTe alone 49(^ 

Shall reign triamphant, and thy name foe blest 

By purer tongues open a sinless earth* 
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Distresses of the Ameriean armj. Prayer of Wtshington. 
The Goddess Liberty appears to him, and brings him con- 
soUtion. Arrival of the French fortes under Rochambeau, 
and march of the united troops to York-town . Soliloquy o( 
lord Cornwallisy and speech to his officers. His lordship's 
determination to defend York-town. Washington's address 
to his forces. Death of colonel Scammell. 
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Now had the slow-pac'd wain of sable night 

AM:ended heaven^s mid-8teep« and in her train 

The starry host with all their glittering gems 

Spangled the expanse ; now was creation hash'd 

lo the soft dews of sleeps all but the mind 5 

Of great Columbia's chieftain^ «.im no sleep 

Bat anxious care possess'd^ and troubled thoughts 

How he might shield his country from those ills 

Which now on every side assail'd her round ; 

E^en in his very camp disease had spread 10 

So thick her noisome vapours^ that he fear'd 

No efforts on his part could saye the rest 

.From the grim jaws of death, and to these ills 

Were added mutiny, and discontent. 

Whose clamorous tongues pervaded all the camp: 15 

Kor wanted cause ; oft without food, or clothes, 

Expos'd to all the inclemencies of sky. 

Nor day, nor night, nor season brought relief* 

l£'ea Congress' self unable to supply 
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The army's wants, was yet perforce unpellM 20 

To adopt such measures as necessity. 

Not prudence dictates, and tncreas'd tenfold 

The evil that was meant to remedy. 

Pondering on these, and various other ills. 

Thus to the Almighty Being the hero pray'd ; 25 

^ Almighty Power ! who on the human breast 

Didst from the first ingrave the sacred love 

Of thy. celestial freedom^ making, man 

After thy likeness ! Oh ! in mercy spare. 

Benignant Being ! in mercy spare our sins. 30 

Thou know'st how often^ and how fet'vently 

My soul hath yearnM for peace ; how ofl essa/d 

To stop the effusion of the human blood ; . 

Alas! thou know'st how vain ; in thee alone 

I put my trust; Oh ! guide my erring thoughts, 35 

Teach me to know thy will, and to obey 

That will when known, that thus th« path of right 

21. To adopt such meatures ^c. — Compare the note at b. i. 
vcr. a75; and Ramsay, ii. 222—5. " In addition to thedis- 
asterg from short crops, and depreciating money,' disorder 
and confusion pervaded the departments for snppljring the 
army. Systems for these purposes had been hastily adopted, 
and were very inadequate to the end proposed," &c. lb. l88. , 
See life «jf W. iii. 40— i3. " Mistaking a real depreciation of 
money for the extortion of avarice on the wants of the pub- 
lick Jan attempt was made, under the recommendation of 
Congress, to limit prices by law ; and this limitation; if per- 
sisted in, would once more have proThiced a famine,** &c. Ih. 
403-4. See iv. 245-7, 256. 264-7., where Washington com- 
plains of the defects of the State system, and the consequent 
want of power in Consress. ** I see one head padually 
^hanging into thirteen. I see one army branching into thir- 
teen ; and instead of looking up to Congress as the supreme 
controuling power of the United States, considering them- ^ 
tfchr^ as dependent on thiir retpectire states/* &c. Se^ 361/ 
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May lead to Tirtue^ happiness^ and thee. 

But if thy justice must o'ertake oaf sins 

ThywilJ^ OAnipotent! thy will be done.** 40 

Thus piay'd the chief, when to his rayislf d eyes 

A radiant form s^pear'd, whose lucid robe 

Fbw'd to her feet, while all around was pour'd 

Ambrosial fragrance ; and with voice divine 

Thus she addressed Columbia's pious Chief; ' 45 

"Beloved Son \ thy virtuous prayer is heard. 

And now by Heaven's all-wise decree I come. 

To shiehi Columbia from her numerous foes. 

And by^ thy means to give to future^roen 

Freedom's eternal boon ; the time shall come .^0 

When^ e'en thy/ foes, who now with madden'd ire 

Break the first precept of their heavenly guide> 

And do themselves to others what themselves 

Would not be done unto ; the time shall come 

When they with loudest voice, and gratitude $d 

Shall hail fair freedom's orb ; that orb once risen 

Shall never set, but shall eternal shine 

Diffusing Ugh t, and love throughout the world, 

Bot evils^Kmust paai^ before that time 

^at blessed time arrive, for happiness 60 

Lies up the steeps of pain. But now attend. 

While to thy gladden'd heart I pour fresh balm 

Of joy and comfort; Britain's haughty flag, 

That rul'd despotick o'er that element 

Which Heaven gave free to man, thus making power. 

And right synonymous, has dar'd provoke 66 

flttssia's great empress to defend the laws 
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Of Baiure, and of natiojM : Neaira] Powers 
Have guaranteed the righu of God and man. 
But this the least ; for mighty Louis hears __ 70 
Colombia's plaints, and even now at hand 
His crowded squadrons, which by aid divine 
Wrapt in celestial cloads have pass'd the foe. 
Enter thy joyoas havens ; greet them. Son! 
With love fraternal, and without delay 75 

InstAt to York-town speed your troops combined, 
And there again we'll meet thee.'' Thus she 8pake> 
And vanished, bat by her empyreal gait 
Was known, confest the Seraph Liberty^ 
O'erpower'd the hero sank, and on bis knees 80 
PouPd forth his silent gratitude to God. 
But soon was rous'd ; for lo! the trunip^t*^ soood 
Joyous announcM great Gallia's sons arriv'd. 
Nor had the morn tbro'.the eastern gate of heaven 
Diffus'd her roseate beams, when Fayette's spiiit 85 

6S. Neutral Powers ^.— On the armed neutrality formed 
bv Russia, Sweden, and Denmark, in the year 1730, see 
Samsay, ii. 209—211 ; Life of W. iv. 369. 373 : Belsham, iii. 
40-1-2. " Itet us (said lord Lansdownf, an. 179^^ endeavour 
to regain the good opinion of Europe, which^i|p piare lo^ 
hy our pride and rapacity ; let us proclaim freedom to neu- 
tral nations ; and by thus recognizing the commercial liber- 
ty of the world, we should he the first to profit by it.** Bpl' 
sham, vi. 359. 

70. mighty Louis, — Sec book i. ver. 362. 

85. Fayette's spirit — ** The marquis de la Fayette, whose 
letters to France had a considerable share in reconciling the 
nation to patronize the United States, was among the first 
in the American army who received the welcome tidings of 
the treaty. In a transport of joy, mir-gled with an cflFusion 
of tears, he embraced general Washington, exclaiming: 
* The king, my master, has acknowledged your independ- 
ence, and entered into sn alliance with you for its establish- 
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Qrookiog no equal in Columbia's cause. 

With eager haste to Wash ington conducts 

His kindred chieftains^ mighty Rochambeau, 

The brave de Grasse, St. Simon's noble fires^ 

The valiant Ternay, and de Barras' skiil, 9Q 

With that sage ministel whose ardent zeal 

Had trinmpb'd o'er Columbia's enemies. 

The prudent Gerard ; these with Cbastelleusr, 

Da Portail, Cboisy, and some other chiefs 

Now met Columbia's hero> when in few 95 



mcnt.* The heartfelt jay-, which spread from breast ta 
breast, exceeded description. The several brigades Assem- 
bled by order of the commander in chief, their 'chaplains 
offered up publick thanks to Almighty God, and delivered 
discourses suitable to the occasion. A feu de joie- was fired, 
and, on a proper signal being given, the air resounded with 
— * Long live the king of Prance'— poured forth from tbo 
breast of every private in the army.'* Mamxpy, ii..68» 

8S. Rochamheauy &c — The French troops, convoyed by 
marquis de Temay, left *France on the 1st of May,' 1780, 
under the command of the count de Rochambeau, but did 
not arrive at Rhode island till the 10th of July following. 
See Ramsay, ii. 192. The count de Grasse with a French 
fleet of 28 sail of the line entered the Chesapeak in August 
1781. The troops on board of this fleet were eommanded by 
the marquis "de St. Simon. /J. 26«, A French fleet of S 
sail of the line^ under the count de Barras, entered th^ ' 
Chesapeak in the night of September 7th, 1781, at the time 
when admiraU Graves and de Grasse were manoeuvring 
near its nK»uth. 76. 261. 

S3. The prudent Gerard y (or Girard) — He was one of th^ 
secretaries of H. M. C. Majesty's council of state, and had 
been employed in the negotiations between France and Ame- 
rica; afterwards he was sent as minister plenipotentiary to* 
the United States. Ramsay, \\, ^5, 88; Ufe ^^^ iv 90" 

94. some other chiefs — Among others ms 
d'Estouches, Vho commanded the Frenc 
^feath of de Ternay ; the baron de Viominel 
Q2 
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Thnt tpake La Ftyeite ; '' NobJe Wasbiogtoo I 
Great Lonit sends thee aid^ and such an aid 
As n^ds DO toDgue of Fayette to applaud. 
The name of Rochambeau who leads our troops 
To victory, and freedom* Fame herself 100 

Hath made her own ; and these our noble kin 
Will on the field of battle prore their worth.'* 
" Fayette ! (replied the Chief) we greet them all. 
As brethren greet them ; Noble Rochambeau ! 
And ye braye tons of France ! our gratitude 105 
. To mighty Lonis passeth utterance ; 
Next to our nature, and that nature's God , 
We owe to him our freedom. Welcome all. 
Thrice welcome are ye brethren." Thus to him 
Great Rochambeau replied ; ** Most noble Chief! 
Whose very name is freedom, and whose cause Ul 
The cause of God, and man ; we but obey 
The dictates of our hearts, when we obey 
Our mi ^ty- monarch's will ; thsit YrWl declares 
That the whole power of Gallia's potentate 1 15 

Shall be exerted in Columbia's cause; 
With her we'll live as brethren, and our lives. 



108. We oive to him our freedom. — That America was in a 
great measure ** indebted to, France for her rank as- «i na- 
tion," was an opinion pretty g^eral in the United Stati; 
and indeed the pathetick statement of their distresses, after 
the fall of Charleston, to the king of France, strongly cor- 
roborated the opinion. See Life tf TV. v. 608, note; Saf^r 
my, ii. 262. For the speech of Rochambeau, in answer to the 
a^dhress of congratulation from the general assembly of the 
5tate of Rhode Island, and for the circumstances attending 
the junction of the two armies^ see Stem^aifi ii. 192-3. 
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To ber deyoted^ now await commaDd 

Of thee Great Chieftain ; ardently ^6 burn 

To drive Cornwallisy arid the British troops 120 

From the blest soil of freedom ; lead us« Chief! 

This instant lead us to the daring foe/' 

Yet was he speaking, when the hosts conjoined 

Upsent a shout to the universal Lord 

That rang heaven's joyous concave* Washington 

Gave instant sign of niarch» thrice blessed march, 126 

The cause of ceaseless good to future men. 

While Freedom's self> unseen by mortal eye. 

Made straight the way before them. Now had Fame 

With busy pinions to Cornwallis sped 130 

Carrying the fatal news, and as is wont. 

Had 61l'd a less undaunted soul with fear. 

And aggravated phantasies ; but him 

No fears possessed, his British spirit disdain'd 

To fear a foe; but as that generous brute, 133 

Whose floating image streamed before his eyes. 

When circled round by hunters, and by dogs. 

Lashes himself to vengeance ; so the Chief 

In his own might collected, pausing stands. 

And to his own great soul thus dauntless speaks ,• 

" If 't is the will of Heaven that Liberty Ul 

Shall fix her sytaodard in these western climes. 

Vain were resistance; Heaven itself best knows 

That which is best ; but if 't is Fate'* decree 

That proud Rebellion here shall bend her head, 14* 

Our numerous foes tho' tenfold multiplied 
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Wert bot u dual; oar fate then rests aboTe» 
And if we are not wanting to ourselyes, 
TIm British flag shall triamph o'er its foes. 
Teach them to spare their threats, and boast no 

more." 150 

Thus thought Comwaliis, and around him calPd 
His Tarious chieftains; here brave Tarleton came. 
With mighty Abe^crombie, Simcoe's zeah 
Campbell, Dondas, and many other chiefs. 
All bat brave Phillips; his eyes death had closM 155 
Tbr6' envy : Them Cornwallis thus address'd ; 
" Britons, and heroes ! well do ye deserve 
These Utks, and ye noble German friends ! 
Much to yoar valour do we justly owe. 
Oft have we seen you mid the battle's rage 160 

Plunging amidst the foe, and dauntless rush 
E'en to the cannon's mouth ; oft have we seen , 
That foe, confiding to a hasty flight. 
Speed to his woods, and fastnesses, to escape 
Your 'venging swords, while all his towns, and, 

farms 165 

Haye fallen the spoil of your victorious deeds. 
Heroes I the time's arriv'd when Btitaia stands 



155 brave PhiUips ;— **This disttoguished officer, who Bav- 
ing been taken at Saratoga, had been lately exchanged, and 
ivas appointed to be comman4er of the royal forces io 
Virs^inia, March 1781, terminated his life in the May fol- 
lowing. 'At early periods of his military career, on 
-diiferent occasions of a preceding war, he had gained the 
full approhation of prince Ferdinand, under whom he had 
served in Germany. As an officer he was universally adm^- 
led.** Sumay, ii. 22e ; life of W. w. 487.. 
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la ^eed of all your Talour : Wasfaingtoa ■ 

Sunk, spiritless^ falVn, as a last rqsolirce 

Has caird on Gallia's kiog, oupfD^tura) foe^ 170 

And proud rebellion has intDtflha's king' 

Found a firm friend ; Gallia shall rue the day 

She gaTe that friendship i but be cheer'd, ye Chiefs^ 

Clinton has promis'd aid« immediate aid. 

And Digby soon^ and Graves, with Britain's fleet 

Will rid the Chesapeak of those proud flags 176 

That idly stream before the vapouring gale. 

But now attend to (bese your Chief's commands; 

la the deep York which laves our northern front, 

172. Gallia shall rite the day — In the debate of Marcb 17, 
1778, Mr. Jenkinson observes, ** that tlie spirit of free en- 
qnii/ and the effects of an extended commerce, have intro- 
duced a spirit among the French people that is wholly in- 
compatible with their government — Besides this, one bad 
effect of the zeal with which they affected to take up the 
American camse, and which they now learn in earnest to 
have an affection for, has tainted their principles with a 
spirit of republicanism. These principles of liberty always 
diminish the force of government j and if they take root and 
^ow up in France, we shall see that government as dis- 
tracted and unsettled as any other." Sec Mmon, ix. 67. 

174. Clinton lias promised aid, <ix,c — •* Letters of an early 
date in September 1781, were received by lord Comwftll^ 
(who had established himself at York-town in Virginia) 
from sir Henry Clinton, announcing that he would do his 
utmost to re-inforce the royal army in Chesapeak, or make 
^▼cry diversion in his power, and that admiral Digby was 
hourly expected on the coast." Ramsay, ii. 260, 26t. Ano- 
ther letter was afterwards received, " announcing the arri- 
val of admiral Digby with three ships of the line from Eu- 
rope, and the determination of the general and flag officers 
in New- York to embark 5000 men in a fleet, which would 
probably sail on the .5th of October — that this fleet consisted 
of twenty-three sail of the line, and that joint exertions of the 
navy and army would be made for his relief." &c. fb. 268. 

179, In the deep York &c.— ** York (or York-town) is a 
small village on the south side of the riv^r which bears thftt 



\ 
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Lei til oar frigites^ and our ships of war ^ ISO 

Be nfely moor'd^ Ifaat thus the pass 'twixt us, 
' And Gloster Point oppos'd may be secure ; 
Tkil point* bra?e Tarleton ! to thy Taloroos arm 
We now confide, iet it be fortified, 
And both the river's banks, with batteries 185 

And strong redoubts; but on our southern side. 
Where >¥e seem most exposed* and where the (be 
Will plan hi« chief attack^ let neither art, 
Mor labour be found wanting, abbattis. 
Nor fraise be spar'd, nor hornwook with its ditch, 

uune, whtrcfthe long peninsula between the York and the 
James is only eight miles wide. In this broad and bold river 
a ship of the fine may ride in safety. Its southern banks are 
high ; and some batteries facing the water had been osn- 
structed on them by a small corps of artillery belonging to 
the state of Virginia, formerly stationed at this place. On 
the opposite shore is Gloucester Point ; a piece of land pro- 
jecting deep into the river, and narrowing it at that place, 
80 thJtt it does not exceed one mile. Both these posts were 
occupied bv lord Comwal]is,%who had been assiduous in 
forti^ing tKem. The communication between* them was 
commanded by his batteries, and by some ships of war 
which lay under his guns. The main body oi his army 
(which amounted to about 7000 men) was encamped in the 
open grounds about York-town, within a range of outer 
redoubts and field-works, calculated to command the pen- 
insula, and impede the approach of the assailants ; and co- 
lonel i'arleton, with a small detachment consisting of sii 
or seven hundred men, held the post at Gloucester Point" 
Life of W. iv. 557-8. 

186. but on our southern side, &c.— -« The works erected 
for the security of York-town on the right, were redoubts 
and batteries, with a line of stockade in uierear. A marshy 
ravine lay in front of the right, over which was placed a 
large redoubt. The morass extended along the center, which 
was defended by a line of stockade, and by batteries : on the 
left of the center was a horn work with" a ditch, a row. of 
iraize and an abbatis. Two redoubts were Advanced before 
the left." -Bajway, ii. 268. 
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Nor strong redoubt^ nor battery, nor the tines ^ 

Of firm stockade ; the nmrshy deep ravine 

That guards onr right nuy yet require some art 

To strengthen it ; this, and whatever else 

Seems to yonr wisdoms meet^ be instant done. 195 

Now to your posts, ye Chiefs ! and let the word 

Be^Rule Britannia, and Rebellion cmsh'd/' 

Thus spake the brave Comwallis, and the Chiefs 

Hie to their posts his orders to fiilfil. 

And wait with silent fortitude the foe. 200 

But now uprear'd upon the western hilfs 
Streamed Freedom's ensigns, while the gleamy steel 
Bazzles the distant sun, which then uprose 
With conscious majesty, and slackened course 
To wake earth's incense, and behold a deed 205 
That sheds eternal blessings on mankind ; 
vWhen thus Columbia's hero^ to his troops ; 
"Gauls, and Columbians? yon rising orb 
That with unclouded glory sheds the beams 
or light, and love to man, must witness now 2\0 
Freedom triumphant^ or proud Despotism 
Forging eternal fetters; 'tis on you. 
On you high chosen above the rest of men 
That Heaven has fix'd the doom, whether the day 
Of deathy or life, shall rise upon mankind : 215 

Accept the high appointment ; be ye men^ 
Swear by the spivits of your noble sires. 
Swear by your God, that victory or death 
Shall crown your efforts ; see the foe intrenched 
^P to the chin now waits the coming storm 220 
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Of Freedom'^ fary, and from Clinton hopes 
Fresh aid ; but that, Columbians ! be yours 
To avert by previous victory ; and when 
Auspicious Heaven shall crown- yottr noble deeds, 
Then let Humainity *s blest office shine 225 

Triumphant in your breasts/' Scarce had he saidi 
^ When loudest shouts of *' Victory, or death," 

\ Torment the frighted air ; not loude/ shouts 

^ Were heard from Rome^s brave veterans on that day. 

When thro* parch'd deserts by great Calo led, 230 
They reached fair Leptis, half their numbers lost 
The spoil of horrid snakes ; and novr arrivM 
On York-town's plains the friends of free-born man 
Began the hostile trench, and counterwork^ 
By lines, and parallels the enclosed foe ; 235 

Not unresisted ; Britain's warriour ohief 
Yielded to none in valour ; every inch 
Was stain'd with blood } nor had be then withdrawn, 
Despite of Simon *s bravery, his troops 
Within his inner lines, but to obey 240 

Clinton's superior orders, promising 
Digby's arrival with immediate aid. 
Nor thee, brave Scammell ! must the muse forget, 

234. and counterworked ^c, — Compare JUfe ofW, iv. 530, 
&c. In the first rencounter the loss on the American side 
•« was principally sustained by the corps of the marquis dc 
St. Simon on the left. " 540. 

^^L.Northet, brave Scammell t^^* The combined army 
halted in the evening, about two miles from York-town, and 
lay on their arms all night. On the next day colonel Scam- 
mcll, an officer of uncommon merit, and of the most amiable 
manners, in approaching the outer works of the British, was 
mortally wounded, and taken prisoner.'* Ramsay, ii.26S. 
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Death saw thee with incautioas step advance 
To trace the foe^s prog^ works, and with sare aim 
Made thy~frai], weak mortality his own. 24d 

Columbia mournM thy fate, and e'en thy foes 
BewailM and envied thy uncommon worth. 



SX^ or THE SETENTH BOOR. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE EIGHTK BOOK. 



Soliloquy of Washington. Liberty again appears to fain* 
and foretells future peaee and happiness ; recounts to him 
the services she has performed, at iength removes from Kis 
eyes the film of morUHty. Kcture of the infernal host, 
floating above the Apalachian Mountains. The shieM of 
Satan. Preparation for battle. 
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Scarce had Night's harbinger beguu to4raw 

Her sable curtaini o'er the vast concaye 

Shedding gray twilight^ whea Columbia's soi^ 

Wrapt in sad thought forth issued from his tent^ 

To view that terrein where ambition'is rage 5 

Would premature send down to dusky death 

The souls of thousand warriours ; pondering deep 

The pensiye hero stood^ and thought he saw 

Thick dews of blood impurpling o'er the plain. 

While clanging vultures seem'd to hover round" 10^ 

Qorg'd with the blood of men, Aw'd by the sight 

Thus to his mighty soul the hero sfMtke ; 

" Alas ! how pregnant is the present hour 

With dark futurity T Unhappy man ! 

Disturbed nature seems to wail thy lot, ] ^ 

That bom to res^ the best of heaven's gifts 

Thou shouidst subvert the intention of thy God. 

Whence all this madness > Tigers wage not war 

With vavenons tigers f nor the spotted pard- 
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Preys' on bis kindred spots ; H is man alone 20 

Is to his fellow man the savage brute. 

Hi!Q dire ambition, and the curse of gold 

Impel to human murder ; not content 

With what sufficeth happiness, he seeks 

That which promotes his misery. O Peace ! 25 

How yearns my soul for thee ! How oh I've tried 

To stop the effusion of the blood of man. 

And bless my country with thy pure delights ! 

But all in vain ; ambition's lawless rage 

Forbids the joyful hope. But thou, blest ^tar ! 30 

That thus with solemn majesty diffusest 

Wide o'er the silent earth thy pearly beams. 

The type of heavenly love ! hear now my vows; 

Should Heaven, and freedom aid ray feeble arm 

And crown with victory Columbia's sons, 55 

No haughty insolence, no proud disdain. 

No black revenge for countless injuries. 

Shall check my purpose, or pollute my soul : 

But all my past endeavours be renew'd 

To stop the evils that so long have whelm'd 40 

The bumao race with woe, and give to man 

Peace and good-will divine. And thou blest Seraph ! 

That erst from Heaven descended, and didM deign 

To call me son : Oh! grant me heaven!}' aid. 

Fulfil tby glorious promise, tbaTthe orb 45 

Of liberty once risen, ne'er shall set/ 

But shall eternal shine." Scarce had be said 

When freedom's Seraph burst upon bis view. 

And in her hand she bore an orbed shield 
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Of sach transcendent brightness, that, tho' veiPd 
In thickest cloud, the strongest mortal eye 51 

Conld not support its edge, and thus she ^pake ; 
While sounds celestial/ and empyreal sweets 
BreathM round the enravish'd senses of the chief; 
^'Belored Chieftain ! Freedom's chosen prop ! 55 
Thy pious prayer is heard, and Heaven ordains 
That^man no longer shall be made the sport 
Of proud ambition, but that reason's light 
Diverged from western woods as from her centre. 
Shall thro' the world reitore the reign of peace. 60 
Bat tho' the time be short ere this decree 
Shall have full force, yet is it mark'd with blood. 
The morrow's sun which soon shall tinge the hills 
With light ethereal, shall grow pale to see 
The horrours of the day ; hot these few hours 6^ 
Of misery overpast, ages of joy. 
With some short blood-stain'd intervals of evil. 
Shall bless mankind, and the first stone be laid 
Of universal freedom, peace, and love. 



67. Some short bloodstained intervals &,c — It is my firm 
persuasion, deeply impressed, that wars will speedily be ex- 
tirpated from the face of Europe ; this opinion will, I know, 
afford rather a subject for ridicule than contemplation to 
those who "measure the duration of time by the short, evan- 
escent space of human existence : but the world is yet in 
its first stage of infancy, the light of reason has but just 
begim to dawn, and one of its best effects will be to teach 
the rising man, to study the happiness of his fellow- crea- 
tares, and no longer be made the tool of folly or ambition. 

The effect of knowledge in uniting the Americans in the 
defence of their rights and liberties, is well portrayed by 
l>r. jjam«z?/, ii. 321. 



d by Google 



I9t WASHINGTON, boor Tiir. 

Hail th^D, thou chosen Cliief ! thou blest of men ! 

Fulfil the will of Heaven, and give to man 7t 

The life that Heaven ordain'd him at his birth.** 

That spake Seraphick Virtae, and tl^e Chief 

Instant the Seraph knew, and thtis replied ; 

«« Celestial Spirit! Belov'd of God and man ! 75 

I know and feel thy power, nor wiH delay 

One moment to ful£l the will divine. 

With thee my guide, and shield, not all the earth 

Risen in arms shall chill my lieart with fear. 

Or stop the daring progress of my arm.^ 80 

Thus spake the chief, and Freedom thus agaia ; 

"Lang have Ilov'd thy zeal^ long time admired 

Thy various virtues ; midst the battle's rage 

Oft have I seen thee with a whirlwind's force 

Bear down whole columns of the opposed foe ; 85 

And yet as oft amidst sulphureous smoke, 

And whizzing death, have I perceived thy soul 

Pause on the well-fought fields and plan thy thoughts 

Into new being. In the cabinet 

Kings have admir'd thy wisdom, for thy brow 90 

Grown'd with the choicest gifts of youth' and age. 

In years scarce mellowM but in judgment ripe. 

E'en from thy bitterest foes hath claimed respect r 

Tis there Deliberation joys to sit, 

"While Wisdom^ join'^d with Genius, hand in hand 

Play round their Chieftain. These thou ow'sttome; 

I am thy great auxiJiar, and thy shield. 91 

Midst all the dangers of the battle's rage. 
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Midst westerosiroods, and Indiao^ tomahawk*^ 
Midst deep^plann'd ambuscades, and icy fratids, 100 
Midst Apalachian snews^ mid treachery. 
Disease, and famine, have I stood thy friend* 
Oft have I turnM the leaden death aside 
Unseen by thee, and thus preserved a life 
On which the fate of miUtons yet unborn 105 

Depends for freedom's blessings ; even now 
Thy greatest earthly foes, on whom^alone 
Britain's best hopes depended, are thro^me 
Lur'd by Bnstathius' gold, and stricken blind 

99. Midst western woods, &c. — See notes, book i. ver. 257. 
260, &c. 

.109. Eustathius"^ gold,^The island of Etatathius was 
taken by sir Georee Rodney, and general Vaughan in Feb. 
1761. *< The wealth accumulated in the barren spot was 
prodigious. The whole island seemed to be one vast maga- 
zine, ^he store-houses were filled, and the beach covered 
with valuable commodities. These alone, on a moderate 
calculation, were estimated to be worth above three millions 
^ sterling. All this property, together with what was found 
on the island, was indiscriminatelv seized and declared to 
be confiscated." &c. Bamsay, ii. 215. " The Dutch West 
India company, many of the -citizens of Amsterdam, and 
fltveral Americans, were great sufferers by the capture of 
t&is island, and the confiscation of all property found there- 
in, which immediately followed ; but the British merchants 
were much more so. These, confiding in the acknowledged 
AeutraKty of the island, and in acts of parliament, had ac** 
eutnillxted therein great quantities of West India produce, 
as well as European goods. They stated their hard case to 
admiral Rodney and general Vaughan, and contended that 
their connection with the captured island was under the 
sattctiofi of acts of parliament, and that their commerce had 
been condu'cted according to the rules and majiims of tAd- 
ing nations. To applications of this kind it was answered ; 
thi^ the island was Dutch, every thinr in it was Dutch, was 
Bnder the protection of the Dutch flag, and as Dutch it 
should be treated." lb. 216. After mentioning the numbers 
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Know not or friend^, or foes, but there contume 

In barbarous wantonness that precious tim^ 1 U 

Which else had sav'd a kiogdom. These and more 

Columbia owes to mt, and now I'm sent 

By Heaven's high mAdate to assist thy cause^ 

The cause of God and man; and in much need lU 

Thou stand'st of heavenly aid, for 't is not man 

Thou hast alone to combat,, but all Hell 

Is risen in arms agaiust thee, and now floats 

In mid expanse, o'er Apaiachian snows, 

Cloth'd with internal horrours ; but fear not, 120 

For Liberty'^ thy friend, and with this shield 

Of heavenly temper ever guards her sons/* 

This said ; the seraph breath'd ambrosial breath 

On the enravish'd chief; instant his limbs 

Imbib'd celestial vigour, and his eyes ^^ 

Dropp*d the thick film of weak mortality. 

may the Muse receive such heavenly aid I 

For hard it i's for mortal to describe 

that were reduced to indigence in conseqaence of auchpro- 
ceedings, the historian observes; «* The iiriends ©f humam- 
ty, who wish that war was exterminated from the wowd, 
pr entered into only for the attainment of national justic«j. 
must he gratified when they are told, that this unexamplca 
rapacity was one link in the great chain of causes which, a» 
hereafter shall be expkined, brought on the great event m 
the Ghesapeak, which gave peace to contending nations.-- 
While admiral Rodney and his officers were bewildered in 
the sales of confiscated property at Eustathi^, and espccwl- 
Iv while his fleet was weakened by a large dctaehment sent 
ofKo convoy their booty to Great Britain, the French were 
silentjy executing a well-digested scheme, which *s*"^r| 
them a naval superiority on the American coast, to the 
total ruin of the British interest in the United States.*' i** 
317-8. Compare Jb. 263 ; and JUfe of W. iv. 525. 
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That which beyond the sphere of this poor world 
Is only to be known. Scarce was his sight 130 

Parg'd from its dross, when all the infernal host. 
Floating in depth immense twixt earth and sky. 
In all its horronrs burst upon his view : 
Astounded stood the chief, and turned his eyes 
Toward his seraphick guide, who smilM a smile 13$ 
Ineffable, and thus dispelPd his fears ; 
^ Well may thy mortal senses feel alarm 
At all those horrour&which now strike thy view^ 
When e^en celestials, arm'd with heavenly arms. 
Long time withstood them doubting victory, 140 
And fear'd that heaven itsetf had gone to wrack. 
But now by much^accumnlated sin. 
And long sojourn in hell, and above all 
By the decrees of Heaven, their power to harm 
By^ open force is gone, and nought remains 1^5 

Bat empty show ; tho' yet by fury blind 
And mad despair, they urge their hastening fate, 
JOespite of all the signs of heavenly wrath. 
And that scorch'd omen, which is there nprearM 
Close to the blood-gorg'd- Moloch. Hence let fear 
Be banish'd from thy breast, for Fate forbids 151 
Their arms to hurt mankind. Thence turn your eyes 
T'ward their infernal chieftain, in his front 
Pretending hope and joy, while deep despair 
Preys on his tortur'd bosom ; so bad men 155 

Oft^o promote the blackest purposes 
Against their feHow-men, wear on their brow 
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The hoUow tmilet <>f iU-dimaibled lo?d 

While their heettf rtokle with malicious ire. 

Bot lee where Sataiii iu thick darkAeif mt^ft, t^ 

Far 'bove the blasted Apalachians floats, 

Arm'd with his liorrent shield, and glittering wpm, 

And tho' he knows his fete, yet in that fiue 

Pmneditates the downiall of fnankind.^ 

She spake ; the hero tnn'd, and back« aghast, 105 

Itecoird at sight of that adaaaantine orb. 

Whose broad circumference of horrours glared. 

Like a nocturnal meteor sclsring men* 

On its huge boss, a vast and solid rock. 
Sat dreaded Demogorgoo ; and around 170 

Pursuit and Flight, smd Fear, and Uproar wild. 
And dire Conlusioo, mia^d with fiends ftxMn hell. 
Whose names Ihe Muse disdains to bring to Jtgbt« 
Here too was l«aghing Sin, and ^talking Death, 
And Famine, grinding her insatiate teeth, 17$ 

With meagre Poverty, and brutish Force. 
Here Tumult blaz'd, and Slaughter^ and black Fsie 
Prowling for blood of victims newly slain* 
Here Discord, trampling on Ihe toman mind^ 179 
Urg'd men to war, while pallid Dai^ness, cr<Kwa'd 
With dust, and tears, and bloody inwrapt the whole* 
And in the next vast circle rose to view 
The infernal host warnng against the Highest. 
Here flaming darts in countless multituiks 
Vaulted all heaven with fire, and underneath It^ 
The bristling myriads met in conflict dread«- 
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Here shield^ with shield, helmet with helmet clash^ 
Here angel shockM with angel, s(>ear with spear. 
And all was clamour, discord, rage, and dio. 
Not far from the&e was seen the host of helJ 190 

Training their devilish engines, herp their chief 
ScoifiBg with Belial watchM the dire eflect| 
When in an instant all the ethereal sky 
MaddenM with fury, and the chained taiitt 194 

MowM down whole legions of the angelick host; . 
Foul rout ensMod, and all heaven's pavement floVd 
With nectarous ichor, such as bleeds from Gods* 
And next appeared huge rocks, and wopds and hills. 
Encountering in mid sky ; hei^e uyoai^rag'd 
And dire coufusioii, there the horrid Moloch, 200 
Like a nnd Tbyad with the God enrapt. 
Rolling his ela^ghtef-flashlng eye-balls round, 
H^v'd out his impious blasphenuee^ and swore 
That heaveit should, go to wcack. And next to these. 
In separate division, blazM to view 205 

The ancient Cronus, imprecating curses 
Against his rebel son, the thundering Jovcu 
WhohurPd bis parent with his Titans down 
From highest hi^ven into the pftcby depth 
Of Tartarus ; where iron hinges grate 21 1) 

O'er brazen thresholds ; there is outer dark, 
i^nd storm and tempest, and the realm of night. 
Where Sleep amf Death have fix'd their drear ab 
As far 'neath hell, as hell's beneath the sky. 
Here the gigantick sons of Heaveo, and Earth, 
Struggled for air, and sun, in dreadful gloom ; 
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Whil« sage Prometheos, wjth hi« mother Tbemis, 
Stood couotelliDg the great Satarnian Jore; 
Bot loonrepeiHt his counsel^ iograte Jove, 
Like boman tyranta, now disdains his friend, 220 
Kicks down the ladder whence he raoonts aloft. 
And laws, and justice tramples ^neath his feet : 
See now the benefactor of mankind. 
Who taught ikem first to use their eyes, and ean, 
DoomM in his tarn the tyrant's wrath to feel ; 225 
See where tho' chained to rugged Scythians rocks 
He braves the tbnnderer's ire, and scornftil tells 
The cringing Mercury, that he dares his bolts; 
*' He cannot kill tm»*' s|>ake the enlightened sage, 
'* Prometheus is immortal :'* scarce he said, 230 
When trembling earth, struck by the forked light, 
Open'd hef yawning jaws, and deep uifoWM 
The dauntless hero midst the sinking wreck. 
I^exi unto these a giant brood was seen, t 
Thi-eatening the heaven^ and piling with vast toil 
The Alps on A-penines, aod up both np-roUiog 236 
The raging ^tna, and its sister Fire, 
With all their rocks, and' woods, and waves, and 

flames. 
And in the next division blaz'd to sight ^^^ 

Horrours which scasce the Muse herself could coontj 
Or chieftain's eye tho* pxupg*d ef earthly dross. 
Could plain distinguisb, such, so gi^eat the blase; j 

217. While sage Prometheus, &c.— See jEscAyiuf, Pj^ 
217 ; and compare ver. 236—8. 447. 478. 506. 106-1, of we , 
same patriotick drama, foi* anillustration .of the subsegueitf 
^ passages. 
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Here perjured Gods were seen in dreary trance 
Punish 'd for breach of oath on sacred Styx : 
Here too were kings, sunk in the lap of ease, 245 
Sleeping profoundly, while their ministers 
Removed far from danger and from toil. 
Halloo the dogs of war, asd roar aloud^ 
'Havocky ye sons of earth, havock and blood !' 
Fools ! not to know that havock, echo- like, 250 

Returns upon its authors. There were kings. 
Distrusting those, who most deserved trust. 
Their genuine friends, their people's firmest hope. 
And placing all their conBdence in men. 
Whom gaunt ambition, and the love of power, 
tiavef taught so to contemn the people's love, 256 
That surest prop of power, that they at last 
Unable to retrieve their countless faults, 
Or save their country from impending fate. 
Hail ruin as their good. And near to these 260 

Were racks, and wheels, and superstitious fires 
Of heathen-imitating monks, and priests. 
With human victims slain to human Gods. 
Next Satan's own fell deeds in happy Eden. 
Here lay the Bend close to the ear of Eve, 265 

Whispering soft disobedience to the will 
Of Adam, and her God ; she with bold hand 
Plucks the forbidden fruit, and eats thereof 
With wanton eagerness, then gives the man. 
Who thro' despair doth take ; what could he else ^ 
For what is man uublest by female charmi ? 27 1 

A solitary nothing. Now they joy 
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lo lasciout wantooDeife, and guth, and ain. 
While Satan Ia«gh« atkaQce* So aUwysays, 
SttDg by the inimorftil Milton^ Britain's Eye. 2?o 
' Aod next to these appeared a dreadful sight, 
A city ptander'd by the barbaroas foe. 
Here were th# awful temples of the ^oda 
One horrid blaze of light ; the Gods themselves 
Deserting th^ir abode thro*" guilt of man. 280 

Here from the lofty roofa« and battlements. 
Were frantick mothers with their infant hopes 
Flanging to death, to escape from ^rvitnde, 
Aod what is worse than death. Here aged sires 
Whose hoary locks had mo?M the hearts' of brutes^. 
E'en at the altar^s vain secarity, 2B6 

Transpierced by hostile steel i their headless tmnks 
Thrown on their bleeding sons 3 while their own dog$ 
Impious, were glutting in their master^s blood. 2S^ 
Here prayers, and oaths, and dreadful clash of sroif, 
And hollow souod of hoofs, thick clogg'd with gore; 
Here rape, and rapine, pillage, all combinM 
With horrid darkness, and the gleams of steel ; 
While lurid spectres glanc'd throughout the air. 
And clamours, shrieks, and cries involved the whole. 
And in the last compartment blazM afar ^6 

Nature's vast, awful, universal wreck* 
Here all the fissured earth with dreadful crash 
Disgorg'd from yawning craters' sulphurous fire, 
Here floating granites in the liquid mads 306 

Roii'd horribly; there madden'd ocean heavei 
His billowy vapours, and for mastery 



digitized 



byGoogle 



9a«R rm. OR LI^EUl'V RESTORED. ^r 

Strives with bis sister «lf in«Dt»] fir<« 
Blottiag the orb of day ; wbiU ihro* the air 
I{ea?efi's wrathful inHopet up to jv dgggt^ent calls 
The souls of wewi here ?ariejatei Vie«, 306 

A«d £vU now ^ofess'd their darlffst ddf ds» 
Quaking with horrour; here pale Despotism 
With all lie cringing minioiis iremWing st«Adl 
Waiting the awfiil sentence*** ^ G0, ye curs^, 31o 
To eyerlasting firt ;' that ipitant bell 
Opes its wide jaws, and all the infernal host; 
Greet the throQg'd advocates of criipe, and sin. 

Such was the GorgOQ shield #f Hell's Archfiend ; 
And ronnd the o»ter orb^ thick snipJiisrogaflasaes 
in curling hiliows roU'd^ a ise^of firn. 3 16 

$k^ within these terrours devp in§Wai'd« 
Satlike the shades of nig^t« his awful bead 
Crown'd with the Mm, attd nodding plifinejs of 
6t^; 319 

While borrowed lightning play'd before his face; 
And iifiU<^wrougbt tbond^rs rattled round biscar. 

The hero saw, and scarce at length restor'd 
By bis angelick guide to reason's light. 
When grisly Terrour in the ribs of Deathv 
It^ith teeth of naked steel, on his pale horse 325 
Sat grinning slaughter; in bis train were seen 
Vultures, and howling dogs^ and ravenous wolves. 
•When thus the chieftain to his heavenly guide ; 
"Take roe, O take me from this scene of woe ! 
Thou know 'st how much my soul hath yearned for 
peace, 

S2 
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How much it longs to map tbe titled spear, ^31 

And give to saflTeriDg man the balm of rest/^ 
''And man shall have that rest, (the seraph cried,] 
But Fate most be falfiil'd, and virtuous men 
Compeird to do those things their soul abhors. 535 
Bot haste, convene thy chiefs, Ibr soon the foe 
Prepares for battle ; and once more reflect 
That Freedom is thy friend, and while thy heart 
With virtue dwell*, will ne'er forsake thy cause. 
And see, .the sword of Michael wares aloft 340 

In middle sky, while Victory, and Success, 
With outspread pinions float above thy tents.'' 
The seraph said, and join'd the heavenly choir; 
Nor conld Colombia's chiefuin thus forbear ; 
'' Hail ! Heavenly Mission ! Since 't is so decieed 
For man to suffer, that his race may gain, 94$ 

I make no longer pause, but haste to obey 
The will of Fate, and crown the work divine." 

335. CompelPd to da ^c.-^** Sir,'' said Washington one 
day to a foreign gentleman, ^* 1 observe you wish me to 
speak of the war. It is a conversation I always avoid. I re- 
joice in tbe establishment of the liberties of America; but 
the time of the straggle was a horrible period, in wMch the 
best men were compelled to do many things repugnant to 
their nature." New Jnnual Reg, 1800, p. 197. 
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And DOW the watchful Hours with tiient hand 

UnbarrM the gates of heaven, and tad the Moro 

Forth from. bis eastero chamber, like a God,. 

To bless with hearenly light the sons of men. 

When great Celumbia's chief without delay ^ 

CoDTen'd her chosen guardians, and aUies. 

Here Laurens' noble ardour, valiant Knox, 

Brave Steuben, Butler, and Viominel, 

Nelsoib and Weedon^ Naoiile, Hamilton, 

With those brave chiefs whom oft the Mnse has 

nam'd, * 10 

And Freedom will record ; these now convened, 
ColoDabia's chief with speedy words addressed. 
While rtund the circle pour'd the thronging troops ; 
" Warriours ! Avengers of your country's wnmgs 5 
Heroes! whom Trenton hath rmmortaliz'd ; 15 

Victors of Saratoga I whom nor want*. 
Nor cold, nor famine, no! nor veteran tots 
With all their boasted discipline could turn 
From tho great cause of justice, law> and right!: 
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And je, brare Frenchmen ! cni whose JaurelPd brows 
Triumphant Victory joys to hold her seat ; 21 

See the blest hour arriv'd, when all our woes 
Most end their farthly course : ere yonder orb. 
Whose roseate beams just tinge the eastern, sky, 
ShaH be full risen, the sign of blood is rais'd. 2j 
Soldiers ! the sphrits of your noble sires. 
Who soioght for freedom in a wilderness. 
Now hoTer oyer you, their favoured sons. 
Revere their sterling worth ; revere your own; 
Act from yourt)wn exemplar, and take shame 30 
Not only not to equal, but excel 
That which yourselves have done. The hour is struck 
Of vengeance to our foes ; the hour is struck 
Of renovated liberty to man. 

Soldiers ! on you depends your country's fate ; 35 
Your rights, your laws, your freedoip are at stake; 
Your wives, your children, parents all that men. 
And free men hold most dear^ depend on you. 
This is no common con fitct, and demands • 
No common efforts, but I speak to men 40 

Whom conquest now awaits; whom death itself. 
Which oft'ner strikes the coward thair^he brave. 
Meets them unarmM with terrours, when it^meets 
Fighting for freedom in their country's cause : 
Show now that country that your ancient fame 45 
Shines uhdiminlshM, and when solid peace 
Shall crown your glorious acts, and we obtain 
Our rank amid ihe nations of the earth. 
Then shall your grateful countrymen exclaim 
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With pointed finger, as they see you pass, 50 

'*0f freedom's first defendiers that was ohe.' *' 
Scarce had he paused, than as when boisterous winds 
Impel the curling billows of the deep 
Against proud Portland's long-extended bank. 
The shore no sooner feels the surgy lash, 55 

Than wide o'er ether spreads the ech<»ng roar ; 
So now such loud, suck long, incessant shouts 
Bnrst^from the enraptured host, that earth and sky 
In one applauding tumult seem'd combined. 
''Girethedread sign, great chieftain ! Give the word;*' 
Was one united, one repealed shout. 61 

The hero saw, nor longer had he checkM- 
His ardour-breathing troops, wbose horrent ranks 
Bristled like ocean to the western breeze. 
Bat that the foe, whose British spirit disdain'd 65 
To ^it attack, had now commenced the war. 



51. * Of freedom* 8 first defenders §^c. — Bonaparte's ener- 
get>ck proclamation to his soldiers, issued at Milan, May 
1796, concluded in these words ; " You will then return to 
your homes, and your fellow-citizens will say, showing 
Jiou, This man was of the army of Italy." Compare also 
nis spirited address to his soldiers after the victory of Cas« 
^gliene. 

** Happy, thrice happy,'* said Washington, '* shall they 
\t pronounced hereafter, who have contributed any thing. 
Who have performed the meanest office, in erecting this 
stupendous fahric of freedom." lAfe of W. iv. €68. 

66. had now commenc'd the iotir, ^e. — ** On approaching 
the lines a sharp skirmish took place, which terminated 
Qnfavourahly for the British ; after which they remained 
under cover of their works, and the hlockade sustained no 
further internMttion." Life of W, iv. 539. Compare Ram- 
say, ii. 268-9. - 
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Aftd to bisMrrowlag eyes a crowd ^offrieodi^ 
Bearing their wounded comrades la Iheir annt> 
Aus'd frith their groanittg biirth«as# while ike roar 
Of distant cannon loud, and ^uder yet« 70 

Increat'xl opoa his ears, «iid the thick smeke 
EollM its sulphureovs roktmeB to the skies. 
So when Coluaabiaa Niagara> wm^u 
By melted snows, and pouring cains^ rolls down 
Its rapid horroors o'er ^paaded rocks 75 

Into the deep at>yss, while all ihe air, 
Charg'd with the sur^ag Tapours, diiss ihe son ; , 
This when the wandering Ira^eller hears from &r 
In the deep gloom of long-extended woods. 
At ftfist his ear perceiTOs 4^8 hollow sotfnd €0 

With little observation, tiH again 
The veering winds, aided by shortened space, 
' Bring.it with increased fury, and at last 
His eyes and ears, and feelings all confusM 
Blend in the common horreur ; so the chief ^ 15 
<faz'd on the rising storm, and scarce restrained 
His troops' impetaous ardour, who inflarn'd 
With more than common wrath for slaughter'd friends. 
With difficulty wait the sign of blood; 
But this no sooner giv'n, they rush, they fly, d@ 
Mix in the carnage and colleague with deatli. , 
And now the dreaded parallels of war 



92. the dreaded paralkU ^c— « On th« 9th and lOth of 
October 1781, the French and Americans opened their bat- 



d by Google 



Be«K IX. OR LIBERTY R£STOR£B. 90^ 

Opeii'd their throated tfatmdtr^ and the itom 

Rig'd ia fall fiiry : as when threatening chmdi 

With beafVi electrick fraught, aad mutual ire, 95 

Darken the Indian ocean, when the change 

Of monsoon winds disturbs great nature's flow, 

Urg'd by the eastern, or by western blasts 

Tbsy join in hnrrid conflict, and the roar 

Of.pealing thunder* and the forked light 100 

Madden the sea, and sky, and all is lost 

In one conliision Tast, fire, water, air 9 

Should tome fiUe*fireighted vessel, bound for Ind 

With gold, the curse of intellect on board. 

Reach then tl^se terrours, neither pow'r, nor art, 

A?ail8 them aught, but straight the vivid fire 106 

fients the thin oak, and pours in watery death 9 

So rag'd the borronrs of the field of bloods 

Here nitred thpnder rolPd along the plain. 

And vibrated thro' heaven's ethereal vault, lio 

While trembling Apalachiaos hurPd the sound 

To frightened ocead, and old ocean's fears 

Ke-hurl'd to trembling Apalachians* 

Here sulphurous lightning, and the gleam of steel 

Glanc'd through the lurid smoke; and iron fate 115 

Fell^ like the snows of heaven, till wearied Death 

Gorg'd> tfao' unsatisfied, sat down for rest. 

And should perchance some momentary space 

teri^s : tkey kept up a brisk and well-directed fire &om hea- 
vy caanotiy firom mortars^ and howitzers. The shells of the 
bctiflgers reached the ships in the harbour, and the Charon 
«f 44 jnins and a tran^PcSrt sMp were l^uprned*'' Mamday. ii. 

T 
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, Relax the throated engines' horrid roar. 
There piercing cries, and groans of dying, men, 120 
There boasts of victors o'er th^lr ▼aoquhh'd foes, 
There neighing steeds trailing their lost of limbs, ' 
Guiltless, yet suffering for the crimes of man ; 
These all, where any internal prerails, ' 
Transpiece the murky air; and mix'd with these 125 
Are prayers, and tears, and tows, and useless oaths, 
And then anon the clarion shrill is heard 
With the loud trumpet, and the hollow drum ; 
While York's plain flows in fratricidal blood i 

' Such and so great the terrours of the field. 130 

Mean^time the chieftain, where the battle rag'd 
In fellestfury, there his awful front 
Blaz'd like a meteor, while ihe grace di?ine ^ 
Shone round his form majestick, and hit arm 
A treble blade seemM wielding. But the Gauls, 1)5 
Jealous to i>e outdone in freedom^s cause. 
Shot through the plain their lightning gleam of armsi 
Greeting mid danger : and Columbia's son^ 
Who saw with joy this emulating spirit 



1^. H%o taw unth joy ^c, — ^'^ Reciprocal esteem/ tbJ^ 
spirit of ^mulatioR between tht French and American5» 
beins cultivated with ^eat^care by the commiinder in cBirfi 
the siege was carried ott with \itiexaiwpled rapidity. "On th« 
night of the 11 th the second parallel was opened, &c.— Th^ 
three succeeding days were devoted to the eompletioo of 
the second parallel, and Of the batteries constructed iki it» 
during which, the fires of the garrison, who, with in* 
defatigable labour, had opened several new embrasures, be^ 
came more destructive than at any preYious time» ** l^fi tf 
If: ir. 5«Ww 
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'Twixl the two rival nations, now designed 140 

To give it fullest (brce. Far to the left 

Two strong redoubts t>y British prowess form'd^ 

Flank'd and impeded his progressive toils ; 

These to possess by storm at every risk 

Was his fix'd purpose, and against the one Hi 

142. Two strong redoubts ^c, — ** The men in the trenches 
were particularly annoyed by two redoubts, adrcnced three 
hundred yards in front (on the left) of the British works, 
whiqli flanked the second parallel of' the besiegers. It was 
Necessary to possess these redoubts ; and on the 14th pr#. 
parations were made to carry them both by storm. To avail 
himself of the spirit of emulation existing between the 
troops of the two nations, and to avoid furnishing matter to 
excite the jealousy of either, the attack of the one was com- 
mitted to the Americans, and of the other to the French.^-^ 
The marquis de la Fayette comi^anded the American de- 
tachment, composed of the light infantry, which was in- 
tended to act against the redoubt on the left of the Britisli 
irorks on the river bank ; and the Jbaron de Viominel led the 
grenadiers and chasseurs of his country against that which 
being further to the British right, approached rather nearer 
the French lines. Towards the close of the day, the two de- 
tachments marched with equal firmness to the assault.-— 
Emulous for glory both for themselves, and their country, 
every exertion was made by each. Colonel Hamilton led the 
advanced corps of the Americans, consisting of his own and 
of colonel Gimat's battalions ; and colonel Laurens^ ano- 
ther aid of the commander in chief, turned the redoubt at 
the head of eighty men, in order to take the garrison in 
reverse, and intercept theii^'retreat. The troops rushed on 
to the charge without firing a single piece ; and so great 
was their ardour, that they did not give the sappers time to 
remove the abbattis and palisades. Passmg over them, they 
assaulted the works with irresistible impetuosityjon all sides 
at once, and entered them with such rapidity that their loss 
was inconsiderable. This redoubt was defended by major 
Campbell, with some infcriour officers, and forty-five pri- 
vates.— >The redoubt attacked by the French was defended 
by a greater number of men; and the resistance bein^ 
greater, was not overcome so quickly, or with so littfe 
loss." XAfe of W. iv. 541-2 ; Ramsay, ii. 269-270. 
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Were straight cendocted, while great Fayette led 

Columbia's free»boni ardours Against the other. 

Scarce was the onset giT^n* when ahbatis, ~ 

And fraise, and palisades already pass'd . rl50 

The dauntless Hamilton upon the works 

Waves the proud flag of freedom ; Laurens saw 

The joyous emblem^ and with rival speed 

Hastes in reverse, and cuts off all retreat. 

ThenCampbeiU British chiefuin, knew toobte 15^ 

How yain the struggle 'gainst fair Freedom's sons. 

T was then, great Hamilton ! thy inbred worth 

Blaz'd forth in glory; like Columbjp's chief. 

Forgetting recent wrongs, incapable 

Of imitating actions that disgrace 160 

More generous brutes, in middle victory 

Thou stay'dst the arm of slaughter j Mercy's self. 

The Muse can witness, quitted her abode] 

And with a wreath, pluck 'd from the bowers of 

heaven. 
With hand seraphick crown'd thy virtuous brow. 
Meanwhile the brave Viominel leads on 1^6 

His emulous Gauls, 4ind treads with equal steps 
The path to victory, but his success 

157. 'Tivas thtny great HamUton /--;* Th« irritatioB vi^- 
4uced by the recent carnage in fort Opswold had not so far 
subdued the humanity of the American character, as to m- 
duce retaliation. Not a man was killed except mactioB. 
• Incapable,' said colonel Hamilton in his report, * of imi- 
tating examples of barbarity, and forgetUng recent prove, 
cation, the soldiery spared eyery man t&tt erased t« fcsist. 
Life ofW, iv. 543, note. See Mamea^, u. 270. 
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Was dearly bought ; for Britons, tbo' compell'd 

To yield the contest to snperionr force^ 170 

^eignM'to retire till that the numbered dead 

Of their proud foes surpassed their own four->fold» 

Night now in sable clothing yeilM the sky^ 

When great Cornwallis, who thronghout the day 

Had prodigies performed of valour, tum'd 175 

His eyes to hea? en's yanlt, and thought he saw 

The lightened scale of justice rising slow 

Charged with the fate of Britain ; back aghast 

The hero shrank, and thus exclaimM aloud ; 

" Whence do these Ttstonary forms arise 1 80 

Disturbing reason's empire ^ Is there not 

Enough of misery in^ human life. 

But must our fancy aggravate the ill ? 

Heuce, thou false vision of the troubled mind, 

Cornwallis knows thee not." The hero spake ; 185 

Then callM brave Abercronibte to his tent. 

And thus his kindred nobleness addressed; 

" Warridur ! Too long our frustrate hopes are placed 

On Clinton's promise ; a messenger 

Is just arriv'd who brings intelligence 190 

To damp our opening prospect : Hood and Graves 

188. our frustrate ht^^s 5*c.— ** On the 10th of Oct. 1781, 
a messenger arrived with a dispatch from sir H. Clinton to 
lord Cornwallis, dated on the 30th of September, which 
stated various circumstances tending to lessen the proba- 
bility of relief being obtained, by a direct movement from 
'New- York." 7?a»i.;ay,ii. 269. 

191. Hood and Graves — For an account of the indecisive 
action between the En;i;lish and French fleets, the former 
imder the command of admirals Hood and Graves, and the 

T 2 
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Wijo fife fuccettiTe tuiit h«?e hoverM off 

Th9 bay of Cha^peak^ encauoteriog 

Superiour force and oumbert, by miacbauce 

Have suffered Barras to eicape tbeir akilU 195 

Aad Join De Grasse, wbo bow has forti|ied 

Tbe eatraoofl of the bay« and there secure 

Defies attack ; it is then od ourselvetj 

The warrioor's best reHaace* oo oarselvet. 

That all our future hopes^ and confidence 200 

Must safely rets, and when the morrow's dawn 

Shall streak the distant hills, do thou assail 

With some selected bands those batteries 

From whence our haughty foe threats to disgorge 

A renovated tempest ; * show ihat foe, 205 

Vain of his late success, that Britons rise 

Superiour from defeat/^ Thus spake the chief. 

And Abercrombie thus in few replied ; 

"General ! To execute thy wiser plans 

Is Abercrombie*s glory, and his pride, 210 

And ere the morning ray shall strike the hills 

Thy will shall be fuifili'd, and Briuin's sons 



latter under De Grasse, with their manoBuvring for five 
clays off the Chesapeak, and the consequent janction of De 
of asse and the count de Barras, see I*/S of W. iv. 528-9. 537. 
202. do thou axsail ^f .— "To suspend for a short time a 
^catastrophe which appeared almost inevitable, lord Com- 
wallls resolved on attempting to retard the completion of 
the second parallel, by a vigorous sortie against two batte- 
ries which appeared to be in the greatest- readiness, and 
which were guarded by French troops. The party making 
this sortie consisted of three hundred and fi'ty men, conv 
mandedby lieutenant-colonel Abcrcrombie." JAfe of W. iv. 



d by Google 



BOOK IX. OR LIBBRTY RESTORED. 215 

Pour their full Tengeaoce on ifaote rtbel ibrts.'* 

To whom Cornwailis ; " Well I know thy worth. 

And time shall come when on the name reTer'd ms 

Of Abercrombie Britain's hopes shall rest : 

But now we part, I to repair onr ills. 

Thou to thy post,' and soon we*H meet again." 

He said, and both their several ways pursued. 

Striving to ward by weak mortality 220 

The blow of justice, and the arm of heaven. 

Qat now the joyous harbinger of day 

'Can to dispel from off the tainted earth 

Foul slavery's latest vapours, when uprose 

The Scottish chief; around him throng'd his bands. 

Selected bands, to whose vain prowess fate 22d 

Had giv'n thesparK of slavery to relume 

For some short moments, these encircled round 

The warriour thus in ardent word addressed $ 

''Fellows in arms ! to whom our chief assigns QS6 

The glorious post to check in mid career 

Yon pebel host, and blast their full-grown pride, 

Sb{>w now yojur worthiness; that eminence 

On which we stand high chosen above the rest 

Must pot be tarnish'd, but posterity 2S5 

Joy to record your deeds. Mark then ray words ;. 

Soon as the signal's given^ with eagle speed 

Rush on the opposed batteries, and thence 

Drive with the (avoor'd bayonet the fbe 

Who dares resist your progress; that perform'd 2I( 

^pike up their belching engines, and destroy 
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Whftt^'er the time permit; but whe» tkeir guards 
Shall from the trenches with saperioar force 
Advance upon your flanks, resist ye not 
But save your yalued liyes for future time 245 

And opportunities more suitable.'* 
The hero' spake, and instant gave the word. 
As when the rapid Exe, by melted snows 
And northern torrents swoln, sweeps o'er the plains. 
Nor herds; nor fields, nor hedge, nor bridge, nor 
town 2J0 

Can stop its ftirious covse, while Exon's walls. 
And Cleve's green summits echo back the roar ; 
So TUshM the comrades of the intrepid chief 
On the audacious foe^ who tho' elate 
By recent victory, and in ntimbers strong* 255 

Could not withstand brave Abercrombie's arm. 
But fled dismayM ; then did the British troops 
Fulfil their chieftain's orders, and the wreck 

252. elevens green summts — Clcve, which ha» long i>een 
a seat of the Northmores, is situated on a commanding 
eminence opposite to the ancient city^f Ex«tcr, the capital 
of the West of England ; the river Exe, which is subject 
to periodical inundations^ runs below the hill, and between 
it and the city. 

257. then did the British troops ^c.-;-** The party under 
colonel Abercronibie was formed into two detachments, 
which, about four in the morning, attacked the two batte- 
ries with great impetuosity, and carried both with inconside- 
rable loss ; but the guards from the trenches immediately 
advancing on them, they retreated withpnt being able to 
effect anv thing important, and the few pieces which they 
had hastily spiked were soon rendered fit for service,** lah 
•/IT. it. 545; Bafluay, u. 270. 
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Of the ColombiftB woriit had been compiele. 
Had not St. Simon's penetrating eya 200 

PerceivM theilirefnl eyiU and alood 
Thus to his troops he cries ; ** For shame^ ye Ga«b ! 
Where do you speed your flight? No otherhope. 
No other bulwark now awaiu your steps ; 
Id your own arms your hopes of safety \i%. 265 

Are these yonr promises, your firm resol?es> 
To die, or conquer in Columbia's cause ? 
But tho' ye haye forgot your duty, Gauls I 
Your chieftain well knows his. My rale's to sleep 
On the drench'd plain of battle.'^ Scarce he spake, 270 
And in mid horrours plung'd. 'T was then the Gauls 
No soouer saw thdr chieftain's valued life 
^Hndaoger^d by their faulv than as the dust 
Of uitred powder, when the awful reed 
Is once applied, instant the whole explodes ; 27^ 
So they with one accord, by love, and shame, 
Aod conscience urg*d, out of their trenches sprang 
Shouting aloud ; ** Save, save, our general save ;'* 
And furious rushM amid the hostile ranks. 
And now the horrid bayonet's dreaded point 280 
Drank deep the blood of men with rage renew'd ; 
While Discord, never satiate, laughing stood. 
Urging fell slaughter, and the groans of death. 
Then had the straggle Hwixt the combatants 
Been long and glorious, the Gauls to drive 2B5 

The impetuous Britons from their haughty pos^ - 
And save their blasted laurels; Britainfs sons 
To check rebelUon'ii progress, and destroy 
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The foe'f eacroaching works i both »tooi, both 

fought. 
Both with one mind inftiriate were impelFd * 990 
Resoly'd to die, or conquer on the tpot.^ 
So mighty Hector, so the Grecian chiefs 
Strove for Patroclus' corpse, the one to save. 
And back convey it to the Grecian ships. 
The other to proud Troy to bear the prize ; 2^ 

While all arbund the heaped bodies lay 
Drenching the earth with Greek and Trojan blood. 
Then had insatiate Death, with TerrouT joinM, 
In the dark web of slaughter wrapt them betb, 
>Had not great Abeircrombie^s piercing eye 500 

Perceiv'd the pouring deluge, and aloud 
Thus to his troops exQlaims ; '' Comrades in arms 1 
Have ye fbrgot your orders to*retijre 
From the surrounding foe? all contest now 
Is vain and useless ; save your precious lives SOS 
While yet to save is easy; haste, retreat. 
Obey your chieftain^s voice, nor let that voice 
Accuse of rashness what should be enrolled 
In deeds of highest valour/' Thus he spake. 
And they reluctant yield : flank'd by the foe, 3)0 
Almost enclosed, and from their countrymen 
Cut ofiT, unwilling still to quit their post. 
They yet would fight, and fighting did retire. 
So mighty Ajax by the Trojans pressed. 
Yet fought, and turned, and turn'di and fought 
again, JJ5 
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Mttch loath to quit the fields until al lait^ 
Sy JoTe's tupreme decree his mighty limbfl^ 
Slow changing their ihorl itept, retired compell'd* 
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ARGUMENT OF THE TENTH BOOK. 



Battle of ¥ork-town continued* -Speech of Satan to the 
i nfemal boat. Fears of Washington. Dispersion of the in- 
fernals, with the exception of their chiefs. Advice of Beel- 
zebuby of Moloch, and of Satan. Operations of Satan. In- 
trepidity of lord Cornwallis. Untimely fate of colonel Lau- 
rens. Fury of the American troops. Lord Comwallis's 
attempt to escape frustrated. His soliloquy, and its conse- 
quence. Satan's grief, and solikoqliy; The «leputure of the 
infernal chieftains. Mammon only excepted. The gate^ of 
hell sealed by the archangel Michael. Spontaneous prayer 
of the Americans at the sun*s rising. Conclusion of the 
battle. Extraordinary courage of the Britons. Speech of 
lord Cornwallis to his chiefs. Surrender of York-town. 
Tcrroucs of Death, and Sin. The poet's address to Peace. 
Liberty's last counsel to Washington. Conclusion. 
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r HE golden cnt, and panting steeds ef Day 
Had now completed more than middle spate 
Up heaveu's concave steep ; when hell's arch-fiend. 
Like some self-poised planet, high in air. 
Hang o^er his balanced myriads, and aload 5 

Thus to fierce Moloch pour^d^ his ponderous voice ; 
''Hell's second chief! Terrour of God and Man ! 
Long have I seen thy soul panting re^fenge. 
Like some galPd liotr on his daring (oe, 
Some old Typhosus on the thundering Jove ; 10 

Nor have I seen thus long to sooth thy wrath, * 
But add fresh fuel to thy risen flames. 
Chieftain ! The hour is come, when all our fears. 
And woes must vanish into desert air. 
Or else be fix'd eternal ; morta) power 15 

Can do no more, or Abercrombie'surm 
Had yet resisted. Be it then for us. 
For us to check the progress of the foe. 
And float the British lion o'er his tents. 
This day the^ koeU of Freedom lolk aloud 9t^ 
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To all the earth ; and Igoorance agaio. 
With aJl her Tarioas eyiisy shall diflTuse 
Rer re-ettablith*d lustre o^*r mankiDd* 
Haste then, brave chief! nor fear that puny seraph. 
Who proudly bears her halAillnmin'd shield 25 

Near Michael's waving sword ; that sword be mine ~ 
To shiver oft thia orb ; but no delays- 
Lead on the infernal phalanx ; let the roar 
Hi oar dread engines fright the barren sky : 
While the ronnd earth shall to itacentre shake 90 
And fear for its cohesion." Thus he said. 
And his fierce eye-balis flashM the fires of hell; 
Mor Moloch deign'd reply, but instant gave 
The horrid sign of blood; at which the host 
Upsent a shoat that shook the globed earth 35 

E'en to its centre ; rent the frighted sky. 
And made the darkest depths of diiAant hell 
Tregable througlK>ut. And now the earth had gone 
Against the will of Heaven to eternal wrack ; . 
Had not Columbia's chieftain seen the atorm, 40 
And thus to Freedom pour'd his pious prayer ; 
Celestial Spirit ! If e'er thou took'st delrght 
To succour suffering man; if e'er thou hea^rd'st 
Him whom thou call'st thy son ; now lend thine aid; 
For mortal strength no longer can avail .45 

Without the help of Heaven ; preserve thy friends; 
Preserve the h^aman race from these dire ills; 
And O ! may universal peace and love 
Bepay the horrours of this dreadful day !" 
Scarce had he said when through the seas of air 50 
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The heavenly seraph skimm'd her lucid way. 
Nor (:losM her oary pinions^ till pppoB'd 
To all the hostile myriads pois'd she stood, / 

And thus indignant spake with roice divine; * f 

*' Infernal myriads ! Know it is not given b^' 

Immortal weapons to be stain'd'with blood 
Of mortal mani hence then to whence ye came, 
Yonr fittest place of residence ; there wait 
Your future doom: too long has patient Heaven 
Endor'd your countless wrongs ptoo long hath roan 
Been made your sport and prey. Hence then be 
gone."' 61 

She spake^ nor waited Moloch's bursting rage,' 
But straight from off h(?r blazing shield removM 
That mist of clouds which all its glory veiPd : 
Instant fell horrour seiz'd their sinful ranks> tt) 

And froni their nerveless hands the couched spear 
Dropped, nor their eyes could wait the fiery edge 
Of that resplendent orb, which like the sifn. 
Shot thro' the barren space ^twixt earth and sky. 
And fili'd all ether with ambrosial blaze. 70 

Kow angel with arch -angel turned to flight 
With terrible disnfiay, and odious rout ; 
As erst in beaven when Michael's girding sword 
Had quelPd their mightiest; so much had sin 
^Veaken*d tbeir heavenly powers; nor staid their 
course 75 

Till thro" the gates of hell ihey wing'd their way. 
As when proud Snowdon's awful summit wrapt 

Iti sinking dark^i^ss, fills with awe the minds- 

V2- 
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Of Cambrian shepherds^ who then house their flocks 

Fearing the coining storm ; bat whea the son 80 

Rising in awful majesty dispels 

The incumbent gloom» then all the Tallies laogb 

With joy responsive to the shepherd's breast : 

So now the orb of liberty dispell'd 

The infernal host throughout the liquid air ; 85 

Save where their mightiest few withstood, tho' scarce 

Withstood the fiery orb, not less by sin 

Pollute^ but once advanc'd in higher sphere 

Were more enabled to endure the blaze. 

These now, their heads in clouds of treble dark 90 

Closely enwrapt, together join'd to plot 

Kew schemes of evil 'gainst the sons of men« 

To them Beelzebub, majestick king. 

With crest unfallen thus the silence brake ; 

" Imperial powers ! For by what other name 95 

Can you be yet addressed, who even now. 

Though all our forces fled, and our own strength 

More than half lost by long sojourn in hell. 

Yet even now with undiniinish'd spirit 

Withstand the f<!irce of Michael newly come 100 

From highest^.heav'n's invigorating light? 

Unconquer*d Virtues! Since our mighty plan. 

So well devised with seeming excellence. 

Hath fail'd success, and by experience taught 

We dearly learn how futile all attempts 105 

To wield immortal arms 'gainst mortal man ; 

IJear now what I advise; full well ye know 

How much by fraud, and subtlety is gain'd 
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O'er the weak minds of men ;. by this alone 

Oor mighty chief tempted the first of men 110 

To his destruction, and hy this alone 

Do wicked kings and ministers on earth , 

Obtain unlawful sway, which when obtain'd 

They use with barefac'd tyranny ; so we , 

May mix unseen among the British host, 115 * 

And whisper in their breasts the surest means ^ v 

To ensure success against our dauntJess foe. 

This done ; when victory shall crown their deeds, ' 

Then may we take revenge for all the shame 

Our flying myriads suffer.'' Thus he spake; 120 

And thus to him fierce Moloch gave reply ; ^ 

'' Long have I» mighty Beelzebub ! admir'd 

Thy sovereign wisdom y for amongst our chiefs 

Who wrser is than thou, our prince except > 

But much I fear, while Michael's potent sword 125 

Waves thus aloft, and Li berty'j> dread shield 

Flaming its fiery horrours,. guards the foe. 

Nor wiles nor subtlety will aught avail. 

My voice then is with unextinguish'd rage. 

And instant onset, in close phalanx join'd, ISO 

To attack those heavenly guards, and from despair 

To seek oor hope of safety." Thus he said. 

And as some wounded lion rolls around 

His flashing eye-balls, raging lo devour 

His daring enemy, and with his tail 135 \'<- 

Lashes his tawny sides, until at last 

With foaming jaws he springs upon the foe; 

So now had Moloch's fierce intrepid soul 
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Not waited for hif peeri, but instant rudi'd 

Upon the sword of Michael, when his prince 140 

Thus with persuasive accents checked hjs rage ; 

''Moloch r Full well' do all thy brare compeers 

Know thj intrepid worth, where danger is 

There Moloch's dauntless form is surely found ; 

But 't is not bravery alone our cause 145 

Stands now to need of, 't i$ collected thought. 

And cool deliberation to supplant 

Our heavenly opponents, and since they 

Have not recourse to arms, so will not' we:- 

Here we are equal ; then will be the time 150 

To appeal to force, when Michael's dreaded sword 

Which now so vainly cleaves the yielding air 

Shall dare to interrupt our welMaid plans^ 

What if hard fate forbid our potent host 

Their promised victory o'er mortal man ! 155 

Virtue herself 's fall oft the slave of force,. 

Nor e'en our foe with all her vaunted might 

Shall dare to trespass 'gainst the high command : 

Here then we are but equal ; but tho* fate 

Forbid immortal weapons to be us'd 160 

'Gainst frail mortality; yet is not Death, 

That grisly king of terroore, iron- tooth 'd. 

Whom I in secret dalliance erst in heaven 

Begot on Sin, my son, my only son, 

h he not still impower'd to glut bis maw 165 

With blood of fallen Adam's progeny ? 

But Death is heedless, cares for friend nor foe, ^ 

And sweeps withundistinguish'd greediness 



d by Google 



BOOK X. OR LIBERTY RESTORED. 2f9 

Within bb brazen net, both good, and bad ; 

High, JoWy rich, poor are all as one to him ; 170 

Let ns then guide his hand, heMi not refoee 

To obey our counae), nor to aid our cause. 

The cause of him and us ; and if, perchance. 

He strike Columbia's hero, then will peace» 

And faith, and freedom bid farewell to earth : 175 

Here then we more than equal our proud foe: 

Hejnce then despair, we have the joyful hope 

Of speedy, yengeance. Nor is this, though great,. 

Our sole reliance ; can we but delay 

Vpr six short days the foe's progressive works, 180 

And victory eternal shall be ours; 

For even now while floating high ^n aif 

^fioye Apalachian snows, my joyful eyes 

Discern'd Britannia's pendant streaming high 

Before the favouring gale; she pilots men^ 195 

And, but her ponderous freight hath much delay'd 



180. Fpr jM thort days &c. — ** Sir Henry Clinton was 
well informed of the danger which threatened the armjr ia 
Virj^nia, and could not he insensible to the influence which 
it3 ute would have on the war. He determined therefore 
to hazard every thing for its preservation ; and having em- 
barked about 7000 of hi^ best troops, sailed for the Chesa» 
peak, under convoy of a fleet augmented to twenty-flve 
sail of the line. The armament, which did not leave the 
Hook till the day on which the capitulation was signed at 
York-town, flQth of October,) appeared off the cape of 
Virginia on the 24th of October. Unquestionable intelU- 

fence being received there that lord Comwallis had sunen- 
ered, no suflicient motive remained for attacking an ene- 
my so superiour in point of force as was the count de Grasse, 
and the British general returned to New- York." Life tf 
yV, IT. 555-6; Ramsay^ ii. 272. 
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Her eager speed, hftd Jong ere tbis l>ee0 here. 

HMte then, brave chiefs ! Pat off your hearealy form^ 

And in inan> form mix with yoor fellow men ; 

There giye the counsel of superioar minds, }9e 

And may success and better fates prevail f" 

Thus spake the fiend, and loud applause ensued 

Save where stern Moloch's half uosoolhed soul 

Scarce frownM assent grimly. But now the chisfs 

Obedient to the counsel of thwir prince, 195 

Put on the human shape of various mien 

As suited best their tempers and their hopes 

To hold dominion o'er the sons of men. 

Far on the drenched plain a warriour )ay> 

With wounds and glory crowned, and circling foes, 200 

Whom not e'en age, that chills the blood of men. 

Could keep from honour in his country's cause: 

Much did Cornvrallis lore hire, but his fmte 

Had not yet reach'd the mighty general'^ ear. 

Him Satan saw, and straight assum'd his form 205 

Exact in limb and feature, and with speed 

Thus to the British chieftain pour'd his words; 

"BeloTed general ! Britain's firmest hope ! 

Lo! where victorious^ Abercrombie's.arm, 

"With scarce a handful of our veteran bands, 910 

Hath check'd the aspiring progress of the foe. 

Sy this day's valourous deed Britannia gains 

A never-fading crown : we greet thee, chief! 

And hail the auspicious omen ; hence let fear 

Be banish 'd far, for if we can attack, 215 

Aud that successful, sure» we can defend; 
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Nor neeiTwe long defsnce/ for ertn now 
Intelligence on which- 1 can depend. 
Hath reachM my joyons ears, that Clinton tends 
A timely raccour to his friends in need, 220 

Ere six short suns have roll'd their daily course, 
Britannia's flag shall float M yonder C^pe 
And all our woes be ended/' Thus he said. 
And thus to him CornwalHs akiswer'd brief; 
'' Experi^c^d Veteran ! Weil thou wonld'st ad* 
vise, 225 

But much I fear, that ere two suns have roIPd 
Their perfect course, nor gun, nor battery. 
Nor ammunition will remain ; our works 
In every quarter sink beneath the fire 
Of our besiegers, and those parallels, 2S0 

Which threat their opening horrours, will complete 
Our ruin ; neither town, nor works, nor ships. 
Afford us further shelter from our foes. 



229. sink beneath thejire &.c. — *« About four in the after* 
noon, the besiegers opened several batteries in their second 
{parallel ; and it was apparent that, in the coarse of the 
ciuuing dky, the whole line of batteries in that parallel^ in 
"«^nich Was mounting an immense quantity of artillery, 
J^oul4 be ready to play on the town. The works of tfce 
besieged were in no condition to sustain so tremendous « 
nre. They were every where' in ruins. Their batteries 
^ere so overpowered, that in the whole front that was at* 
tacked they could not show a single gun ; and their shells 
jycre nearly expended. In this extremity, lord Cornwall 
hs formed the bold design of endeavouring to escape by 
land with the greater part of his army." Lafe of Woihingtonf 
IV, 545-6. See abov«, note book ix. v€r. 92, 
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Longer resisUDce theo is watte of life 

ToarmM aod ttnarm'd, and homanity 255 

Musk teach os to be mercifiil and just/' 

Thus spake the chiefs and thus again th« fiend ; 

" If then resistance is no longer safe. 

What if we ti^ist to flight ? Our Talourous troops. 

Joined on the Gloster shore with Tarleton's Ibrce, 

May thro' thet>ppo8'd de Choisy's feeble hands 241 

Gut their resistless way ; when may we gain 

By rapid march the Rappahannock ford. 

Pass the Potomack, with its sister flood. 

And thus thro* Pennsylyania force our way 445 

Till we reach Jersey, where we meet again 

Our British brethren.?' " Well thou hast advis'd," 

Reply'd Cornwaliis, ''for though desperate. 

Seems tike attempt, yet desperate is our state. 



239. What if we trust to flight? &c — Lord Cornwaliis 
'* determined to leave his sick and baggage behind, and 
crossing over in the night with the enectives to Gloster 
shore, to attack de Choise^ After cuttine to pieces, or 
dispersing the troops under that officer, he intended to 
mount his infantry on the horses belon^ng to that detach- 
ment,, and on others to be seized on the road, and by a ra- 
pid march to gain the fords of the great rivers ; and by 
forcing his way through Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Jer- 
sey, to form a junction with the army in New- York. — 
Scarcely a possibility existed that this desperate attempt 
" could be crowned with success ; but the actual situation of 
the British general had become so absolutely hopeless, that 
it could scarcely be changed for the worse. Boats prq>ar- 
ed under other pretexts, were held in readiness to receive 
the troops at ten at night, it) order to convey them over 
the river." Life of W. iv. 546-7. 
244. iu sitter floodf-^Tht Susquehannah, 
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Despair then be oar ffafeguard, ' a/ 

Shall spread her sable curtain^ I 

Under pretences various be safe ' 

Close to the town." Thu« ende^ • 

And now the fiend rejoicing in' 

Bow'd and withdrew, and in tht ..i ' 

Saw where bis lengthened strides he proudly stroae^ 

Nor checkM his gait, but smii'd within his breast 

To see how wicked beings defeat the end 

Of their own wickedness. Scarce had the steeds. 

And fervent wheels of Day descended down 260 

The middle steep of heaven's vast concave. 

When now the second parallel complete^ 

The storm of battle 'gan to rage afresh 

In treble fury, that one onengagM 265 

Had said the Tempest was bat just commenc'd. 

Now all the plains^ and hills, and distant sea 

Laugh with the sulphurous light, and gleam of arms. 

While the dread enginry pours all around 

Its iron showers. Meantime the British chief, ^70 

Firm and nnmov'd amid surrounding wrecks. 

Crested in valour stood, nor knew to yield. 

So some yent boar circled by dogs and men 

Bristles in vain the horrours of his back. 

And whets his angry tusks, but to enhance 275 

The value of the capture to the foe* 

Then did Cornwallis' great and mighty soul 

Shine forth pre*eminent; his god -like mind 

Then markM him fit for rule; while all around 

Evil on .evil rose incalculate, 280 

W 
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Lo^ death itself in evftry hideous shape 
.%at scares the soul of roan appeared in view ; 
How cool his orders ! How compos'd his,brow ! 
Dreadless of danger e'en when whizzing fate 
Drove up the stony earth beneath his feet. 285 

While half his brave companions at his side 
*GraspM in the agonies of death the stained dust; 
VVhjIe the throng'd streets of York-town fiowM in 

blood 
Bridged with the dead and dying, and the crash 
Of (ailing houses in uotintely fate, 290 

And hideous ruin crushed those noaimed men. 
Who seeking shelter crawl'd beneath their roofs; 
When e'en his guards forgetting th«ir own ills 
Thought of their chief, and wishM him to retire; 
How like a God he stood ! The breath of life 295 
How willing to compact for honour's meed ! 
But vain his efforts ; for in the open sky 
Heaven's awful trumpet spake the wrath divine. 
Far to the right mid thickening clouds of war, 
ear to Columbia's guardian, Laurens stood 300 

loth'd with impetuous valour, on his brow 
It purple youth circled with wisdom's cro>^n ; 
ear to Columbia's bulwark was the chief, 
ear to his country ; to his valourous arm, 
nd to his virtues much that country ow'd. $05 

h! Youth! too brave! the Muse herself must drop 
he sorrowing tear ofer thy approaching fate.' 
las I Too soon the enemy of man 
ath envied thee thy worth, and nipt thy bud 
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Ere it arrive to fruit ; with other hopes 310 

Thy couQtry nurtured thee ; but tho' thou fall. 

Thou tali'st in giory shrouded, and thy sons 

Shall smile in freedom, when they weep for thee. 

Thee now the arch-jiend, where from afar he viewed 

The fratricidal horrours of the fieW, SIS 

Too soon perceived, and with "deep malice fraugbl 

Thus to the king of Terrours pour'dhis ire; 

*' Beloved Soi»! In whom my only hopes 

Now rest ; full well thou know'st how much my cause. 

And thine in this day's contest are involved 5 320 

Well too thou know'st how Fate foirbids to use 

Irambrtal arms ; to thee alone is given 

The power to hurt mankiiMl ; to ihee alone 

I now address myself; see where our foes. 

Just OB the verge of capture, closer draw 325 

The yawning net of war; see where the prey 

By their own useless numbers circumscribed 

Lose half their vigour, *t is to thee, my son t 

I look for succour, hear then my request/' 

Him interrupting brief the king replied ; 330 

"Speak that request, and deem thy will obey'd 5 

My cause and thine are one, but much I fear 

This day is evil." Thus the Terrour said. 

And thu« the helKsprung Malice gave reply ; 

*'Thou seest far ofFwJiere youthful Laurens stands. 

Shrouded in valour and hFs noble deeds, 330 

Much to his foresight does Columbia owe. 

And on his ardent patriotick zeai 
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Hit chieftain rests his hopes; bot bravery 
is his least virtue, aad the exCtaa of it 340 

His greatest foibie. Veogeance then be oars ; 
His fate will kiudle in his general's breast 
Regret past utterance. Take thqu this ball. 
Dip it in fate, and speed it to his heart.'' 
The grisly Terrour took, and grinn'd a smile, 345 
His last fell smile, then lodg'd ihp fated lead 
Deep in the chieftain's breast; now sleep's dark cloud 
The hero's eyelids clos'd, but^ot before 
' Thus with faint accent spake his parting soul ; 
** Go tell the general, 't is not death 1 moan, 350 

As that I die, and have not done enough 
To eternize my fame." Thus greatly Ml 



339. but bravery Uhis least virtue, ^c, — Lieut. Col." John 
Laurens, whose fate is here described, and whose character 
is so exquisitely drawn by Dr. Ramsay, did not lose Kis life 
at the siege of York-town, but in an unimportant skirmish 
at the conclusion of the war in the subsequent year ; , but the 
poet could not forbear trespassing upon chronology in or- 
der to crown the deeds of a patriot, " who was the pride of 
his country, the idol of the army, and an ornament of hu- 
man nature." — ** Whcre-ever the war raged most^ there 
was he to be found. A dauntless bravery was the least of 
his virtues, and an excess of it his greatest foible," Ham- 
tay, ii. 291 ; Life of W. iv. 63(1. Upon liearing of his fate 
general Washington said ; ** The death of colonel Laurens 
1 consider as a very heavy misfortune, not only to the pub- 
Uck at large, biit particularly to his family, and to all his 
private friends and connections, to whom his amiable and 
useful character had rendered Jiim peculiarly dear." ijfe cf 
}V, iv. 637. 

350. ** Go tell tlie general, S^e, — Compare the dying 
speech of general D^saix at the battle of Marengo, whence 
this is borrowed. 
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The yottthftil Laurens, «nd like Thebes' brtte cliief 

Died bttt to live forever. ^ SpotJeM shade ! 

Reproaehless Warriovr ! Bravery and worth ^55 

Have lost in thee their model, but thy fame 

Shall shine to fntnre men the pofar star 

To guide their irandertngs thro'^the seas of lifb» 

Nor did not Freedom, see thy coming" fitce ; 

She saw and grieved, and from seraphtck eyey 960 

Hbed tears of angels' pity, but the will 

Of HeaTen most be obey'd; the FaCies forbad 

Two stars to rale Golnmbials hemisphere. 

But what or tongue, or pencil can portray 

Thy mighty general's grief? Him utterance 565 

Long time forsook, and Fate denied the tear 

To ease his swollen hearts But nor the fiend 

Rejoiced in his joy, such fury seiz'd 

The maddened' troops, that like the forked fire . 

HurPd by H'earen^s hand upon the sins of men, 370 

So rnsh'd their gleamy bayonets on the foe ; 

While black Revenge before their bristling ranks 

Hade smooth the road' to certain victory. 

Now rose the star of evening, beauteous light. 
Night's silent mjessenger, and in her hand ' 375- 
Led grateful Twilight ; now had horrid War 
Relax'd his rancour, when the British chief 
Prepared to execute his latest plan. 
And last resource so seemingly devis'd ; 

W2 
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Now were the boats unmoor'd, and with first freight 

Reach'd in security the opposed shore, S81 

When Freedooi saw, and with her breath divine 

Breath'd on the indignant waters, which uprose 

In carling billows, while the elements 

Pour'd forth their winds and rain. Cornwallis saw. 

And reft of hope thas to his poignant sonl ^^6 

The hero spake ; " Some God, some God it is 

That thus with wrath celestial thwarts my hopes; 

All contest now is vain, the will of Heaven 

With humble resiglaation I obey.'' 390 ' 

Scarce had the hero said, wlien round his tent 

Empyreal glory blaz'd, and words divine 

Thus pour'd the balm of comfort in bis breast; 

*' Tho' long Heaven's patience hath endur'd the sins 

Of raslrand feeble rnen ; yet mercy shines 395 

In the celestial breast pre-eminent. 

And spares the rod of vengeance ; taught thyself 

The awful lesson of experience, 

Teach thou to others, that the heavenly will 

Created mankind free, and did intend 400 

380. and with Jirst freight S^c, — The arrangements were 
made with the utmost secrecy ; and the first embarkatioii 
had arrived at the point unperceived, and part of the troops 
were landed, when a sudden and violent storm of wind and 
rain internipted the further exeoution of this hazardous 
plan, and drove the boats down the river. It was not till 
the appearance of daV-light that the storm ceased, so that 
the boats could return- They were sent to bring back the 
soldiers ; who, without much loss, were relanded on the 
southern shore in the course of the forenoon. " Life of TV. 
iv. 517 ; Uammy, ii. 270-1. 
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That free they should remaiD, theoiseWes alone^ 

Aod their own cowardice have forg'd their chains; 

Teach thoathis lesson^ when the time arrive 

That Indian darkness shall invite thy sway : 

Now when the blessed sun shall gild the earth, 404 

Humble thyself before the mighty (be« 

And learn thy mercy, which the heavenly mind 

Instils into his heart.** The glory ceas*d. 

And left him prostrate, while his swollen eyes 

Pour*d the big tears of penitential grief. 4? 9 

*T was the archfiend, who from afar had seen 

The failure of his plans, and Freedom's arm 

Triumphant in the cause of just, and right, 

Look'd up to heaven, and in the hand of G6d 

Saw the dread scales of justice, and his fate, 415 

His UB reprieved, fate, in lightest scale 

Mounted aloft, and thus to his own soul 

Pensive he spake; ''Alas ! My hour is come. 

My final hour, when I must leave mankind 

To their own innate virtues, unpollute 420 

By iHs external ; such indeed they came 

From their great Maker's hand, and such again 

They will in time become, for virtue is 

Innate and natural, and vice alone 324 

Js taught, acquir'd. Farewell then, happy race ! 

Farewell thou earth, and seas, ye gHttering stars 

A long farewell; and thou bright orb of night 

That with rejected glory givest back 

Those golden beams, that once call'd forth my hafe. 

And still my envy, take my last fai'ewell. 450 
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It is Qol MiohMl'ft urm tJhtft now uplift 

Thr««U it§ red Tengeanee^ 'tis not this 1 fear; 

No ! By Ibe eaipyreal iieftireft I swear, that ersft 

Bore witoeas la n»y paweis, and shook tbrooghoat 

B'ea to its atmost yerge beneath my arm $ 4S^ 

No ! 't is not this^ nor yet the enfeebled state^ 

Which absence long from beai? 'n's ambrosial light 

Hath deep and iffecoveraiUy impressed t 

No ! *t ia the tstamal feeiiaf ; 't is those sca^e» 

Which call me to my doom« and show how y-ain 44# 

To oppose by arma the fisM decrees of Fate/' 

Thus spake the fiend his last, and sped his flight 

With murky ptnimis thro'^the seas of air. 

Like some dun cloud upthrowo from ^Etna's fires. 

Him foIlowM Beelsebub> and- all the crew 446 

Of hell's curst chieftatitts> fOr e'ea Moloch's soul 

Was humbled, seeing the fated scales aloft ; 

Nor stopp'd their course till down the steepi of hell 

He and hiarout accurs'd plung'd their last stoop. 

A^II now had fled,, save one, and one alone 4^ 

The monster Mammon: ; him the heavenly Power 

Ordain'd for wisest purpose to remain 

Some longer time on^ earth ; but there's a point 

A sacred point, beyond which Mammon's course 

Not reaches, then shall Freedom blazd abroad 455 

In highest glbry o'er the fertile globe ; 

Then Peace,. and Virtusj uncorrupted Faith, 

And naked Truth, and truth's all-potent child,. ^ 

Etenial Wisdom, sbail eternal reign. 

Scarce had the tofemals left the abode of men 4^0 
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When Michael, now his mission done on earth 

Ofguardiancareto weak mortality. 

Spread forth his heavenly pinions, that around 

Scattered ambrosial fragrance, and uplift. 

With glory shining like the rising sun, 465 

High thro' the void of ether skimm'd his vay ; 

Mor stopped till at the adamantine gates of hel). 

Which the infernal chiefs had just regain'd. 

He thus his mission crown'd in fewest words; 

" Hell ! Seal thy gates ; and thou oblivious Pool 470 

Whelm the infernal hes#s 'tis given no more 

To injure man, but peace and love shall reign 

Henceforth triumphant o'er the sacred earth ; 

Such is the will of Heaven, Heaven's will be done." 

Thus spake the archangel, and the infernal gates 475 

Clos'd their harsh thunders, that the lowest depths 

Of long-extended hell trembled throughout ; 

Night's silent reign astounded echoed back 

The grating horrour ; and afTrighted Chaos 

Leapt from his throne, nev«r to mount again. 480 

His mission thus complete, the mighty saint 

Wing'd his celestial flight through liquid space 

To heaven's golden portals, where the Hours 

Keep watch alternate, these spontaneous roli'd 

474. Such is the will of Htaven, — '^ And I saw an angel 
come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless 

Sit, and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the 
ragon, that old serpent, which is the devil, and Satan, 
and bound him a thousand years ; And cast him into^he 
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, 
that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand 
years should be fuTftlled ; and after that he must be loosed 9, 
Qttle season." Bevelations, chap, xx, ver. 1, 2; 3, 
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Their fngrtnt clouds, self-opening to his speed. ifSS 

Now through the eastern gate the gorgeous sua 
Slowly, niaj'esiick rose, and scarce uplift 
lo fullest orh above the smiJing earth- 
Than fix'd it Uood in glory, beaming forth 
The light of love, and liberty to man. 490 

This when Columbia's heroes, and allies 
Fn-st saw, with outstretched bauds, smd grateful hearts 
They pour'd their adorations to that God ^ 
Who made both sun and them, and led them forth 
From slavery, as the Israel i#s of old 495 

From bondage and from Pharoah;* ''Gracious Being i 
Accept our gtatefu) trumage which we pay 
Pure, and unfeigned at thy mercy-seat; 
Under thy heavenly aid not all our foes, 
Tho' tenfold multijplied, shall turn our hearts 500 
From the great cause of Justice, Truths and Thee.** 
Such was their song spontaneous^ for they saw 
The hand of heaven uplifted in their cause. 
'T was then their chiefs whose penetrating mind 
Had seen the late. attempt to escape by flight, ' BOS 
And fear'd (or the result,, should Britain's sons 
Longer resist ; 't was then his mighty soul 
Shot l*ke the winged lightning thro' their ranks 
Breathing celestial ardour, in his train 
Courage and Terrour tellowM, shouting loud, 510 
While Victory and Success in middle air 
Blaz'd visibly. "Now, now," the hero cries, 
"The day is ours; let the assault be given.'* 
From rank.to rank the electrick furor ran. 
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And shouts of victory rahg the vaulted sky. 6\S 

As when Columbian rivers pour their floods 

I>ovva from the western mountaius to the sea. 

And burst the riven rotk^^hile the loud roar 

Frights the black hurrour of their mighty woods. 

And all is deluge : oi as when some fire, ^20 

HurPd by Heaven's hand on Africk's parched trees. 

Flames far and wide, and e'en the beasts of speed 

Cannot escape its fury : so the troops 

Thro* fire and smoke, and terrour cleave their way. 

And leave the flying plain behind their steps 525 

HiilockM with dead. See e'en th^ foaming steeds 

With glistening ears await the trumpet's sound. 

Paw thedrench'd plain, and snort the risen war. « 

Here mighty Fayette, like the warriour God, 

^oamsto the right; there his great rival's soul, 

The brave Rochambeau fears to be outdone, 531 

And bears down all before him; while Gouvain 

With Lincoln, Steuben, Nelson, Portail, Knox, 

And dauntless Hamilton's impetuous fires 

Complete the scene of slaughter, and dismay. 535 

Then did the British troops perceive too late 

How vain resistance 'gainst fair Freedom's sons ; 

Still did their spirit, worthy a better cause. 

Disdain, but by command to yield the day. 

And stood unmov'd, save but to close their files 540 

O'er fallen dead. Buttiow as when some flood 

538. SixU cUd their spirit, §•<?. — « To the valour of his ene- 
my Washington gave that praise which is merited ; ' they 
really fought,' he said, ' with courage worthv a better' 
cause.' " Life of W, iv. 610. 
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Stopt by a trifliDg mouod, swells up its stream 

To p<Hir a double horrour o'er the plains ; 

So DOW Colttmbia's warriours^ and allies^ 

Freedom and Fury urging on their ranks, 545 

Scarce checked re-poor their deluge on the foe. 

This brare Cornwallis saw« and seeing knew 

The die of Fate was cast« and thus the chief 

With sorrowing words addressM his sorrowing troops ; 

'* My brave companions ! Ye whose welUtried worth 

Merits a better fate.«,bot 't is 'not man 5^1 

With whom we have to i^ombat^ 't is a power 

Superiour far to man« a power which tames 

The fiercest beast, and lulls the wisest mind. 

'T was this which cast that mist before my eyes 555. 

When led by false delusive hope I ween*d 

A speedy succour from our valouroos chief, / 

And thus prevented by a prompt attack * 

The junction of our foes ; 't was this which coop'd 

My force in York- to wo, while the power remained | 

To reach our distant brethren in the south ; 5Qt 

558. Jnd ihui frevevled «»c.— *' La Fayette, after hii 
function with St. Simon, had taken post at Williamsburg ; 
lord CornwaUis, in the month of August, had intended an 
attack upon this force, but was prevented bjr the expecta- 
tion of succours from sir H. Clintpn." Ranuay, ii. 260. 

560. while the power remained &c. — " On the same uncer- 
tain ground of conjecturing what ought to have been done, 
it might be said that the knowledge earl Cornwallis had of 
publick affairs, would hare justified him in abandoning 
York-town, in order to return to South Carolina. It seems 
as though this would have been his wisest plan ; but either 
from an opinion that his instructions to stand his ground 
were positive, or that effectual relief was probable, his < 
lordship thought proper to risk every thing on the issue of 
a siege, kc." Ramsay ^ ii. 261. 
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